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in california's salubrious clime, religious sects appeal 
makes mystic modes of worship bloom in lush profusion 

nrtlc/C! By C. ROBERT aENNINGS FROM Sallisaw. Okla
homa. to Bakersfield, California, they come. their grapes of hope mu1at
ing in Yiolcnce 10 grapes of wrath. Jim Cas)'. itinerant preacher who 
ne\'er takes up a collenion. goes first into the wildernes~ in search of 
God. then sacrifices him,-clf for T om Joad. then le,uls a strike in which 
he is brut:illy murdered uy the f u1.1. He fore he dies, _Jim ~:lys to his 
killers: ··vou don' t know what you're a-doin'." 

Politic;1l Pooh•Bahs called tl1e late John Steinbeck a Communist for 
TIii' Gmpcs of IVrntl,; and powerful religious group\ branded it "ob
scene" for its masterly creation of Jim Casy. whom £cw readers had 
1rouble decoding as .Jesus Christ. Like Christ, Casy was a humanity
loviug. put-upon prophet. He trundled his follo,,1c1s from :1 bleak dtht 
howl into a promised land-in this case, Ca1i£orni.1- wherc, a~ ~ la Joad 

lllUSTRATION BY t<ERIG POPE 
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had ii. everything·s ·•rich an· green. 
There, the huge Joad family sought their 
New Jem~alem. where they might glimpse 
a better vbion o r the ideal. found a new 
faith, maybe. and ~ck •• utopi,111 unity 
with some undehncd godhead. 

\\'ittingly or not. Steinbeck wai. aho 
writing a 1Mr,1ble for his own nati\·e soil; 
for no place on earth. before or since 
Thr c;rn/,eJ uf ll'mth. h;1s been home to 
so many Cod M:"eker~. 10 people who 
play .ti God ,-eeking a nti to peo ple who 
1.ruelly 1ne)' on God M:eker~ with inst:1111 
religions and long-term fin;1m:ing. From 
1he semuously rolling hips o r Aimee 
Semple l\ld'he rson in the T wenlie~ to 
1he t>syd1cdelic,lly rnlled hippie~ of che 
Sixtie~. California h.as played disi111er
e~ted host to :t bewildering gang ol 
lotus lickcrs and Grail hunters hoth sin-
1.·c re and ~appy. healthy and rhe um.Hit:. 
kid,ling and conned; and tu a fright
e ningly motley throng or unholy Lealo1s. 
ers,u 1. psychics. foith he:1lers. mecaphy~i
ci.tn~. G1l,a/ists. ,xcuhiscs: to mail-order 
mystics with exotit: n.amc.~. redeemers in 
C\'erything from gold-sat in robes 10 
s.-.ffron saris ,ind dirty-white loincloths, 
mes\iahs with mis.~ions either \'en.al or 
benernlcm. well mea111 or mcn;,cing~ 
and sometimes hoth a t once. 

In San Francisco·~ Golden Gate Park. 
a listles~ young man with g lazed eyes, 
Hindu he.tels and huml,le mien i.ils 
cross--l~ed . re;uling the life of Rama
krish11a and meditating ··upon God in 
the rehttionship of a lo\'er.'' Parro1ing a 
spirited pa~sagc from the hook. lu: re
marks with a sin~ular lack o f ,pirit tha1 
his is "a reckless hut religious lm·e tran
scending sex." His 1>1111011- for evc,·yone 
in the lruth-seeking. lo\•e-loving. hypoc
risy-hating, past-denying Sixties has a 
label-shouts: MI\V n .. : BAB\" Jl'..~t,s oPt:N 

YOUR l\fll'iD AND SHUT \'OlJk MOllTll. 

Nearby. in the Haight-Ashlmry dis
trict, where e\'eryonc is turned o n or 
freaked out or doing his 1hing with pas
sively contrived innocence, a freckled 
youth with a swamp o f alfalfa l"lffls and 
a slack of erotic Kamt1 Sutrn po~tcrs, 
says he is praClidng " le (t-hamlcd t :mtra 
daring from the Nimh Ce111m-y A.D.-ln• 
di:m . you know. You sc:ek union with 
God, aml cspet.ially the llivine Mother, 
through sexual in1crumr..e with your 
girl." A proper pause for the listener he 
hopes ro cmharr.t'>s 01· ~hot:k . chen: 
"Even the Hindu deitic•s <opulared. you 
know." He wears his m.milesro 0 11 each 
si<lc or " highly <olorc,I ~ •·ape. One of 
the 1>1111011~ reads: ..-~.ACII A (:01' TO 

l'kA\"; th<.· othe r. l'f.ACII A C.:01' ·ro Fl)CK. 

" It's chc same thing, really." he says 
sweel ly. proffering inc1.·n~ and .1dding 
1ha1 Allen G insberg, the sadhu ol this 
seminal city. 1clb the cops they "ought 
10 be <'<tuippe,I with the mystique or .an 
andcnt mantra fdtant] still used in ln
tlia to disperse crowds." insl<:ild ol rout• 
ing the hippie~ with har.;h wonl.. and 

billy dubs. India is , ·cry " in '" 1hi~ ye,1r. 
It's nol the weather. it's t he humility. 
they s.1y. 

"You h.we 10 be out or vour mi1HI 10 
pray," ,ttlds a wheyl.iced girl wi1h long 
raflia hair and p,ychcdclic Mother Hub
hanl co,·cred with he,ttls anti prisms. 
She is 0111 of hers on marij1una. which 
she first smoked whilc embracing a 
hrom.e Buddha. 0 Th.11's what T im 
Leary says:· Dr. Leary. a sell-styled 
prophet who we;,rs a ho 11c-carvc1l Egyp • 
tian mandala ;1hout his neck ;m,1 white 
holy-m,111 p ;t jamas. claims 10 have 
launched 1he first indigenous religion in 
America; hm llampm·/I editor \-V,11Te11 
Hinckle sees him merely as " Aimee 
Semple ;\lc'J>hcr,;on in drag." 

O\'cr at 1he Zen Center, which looks 
oddly like a synagogue. barefoot men 
a nd women in their mid-20s, faded 
jeans, rust-coloretl corduroys and mauve 
\•elours, practice kitrlti11. or walking 
medi1:nion. ha nds folded meekly across 
, tomach. eye, tilted tlownw;1nl or dosed. 
"\-Vhen you sit long hours in wzen f si1-
1ing medi1atio11J. the blood tends 10 col 
lcn around the loins," s;iys o ne Ze n 
no,·ice. ··11 tentb 10 make you seek. uh. 
wrong 0111kt~ lil:.c chose Rutldhish in 
J.ipan who were caught drinking and 
MTewing all o\'er the temple." 

Then he joins the others. chanting the 
"Gre.tl l'rajn:i Par;1mita Sutra: Avaloki
tesvara Uudhisa11,•a practice deep Prajna 
l'a rami1a when perceive fi\·c skandas all 
e mpty. Relieve every suffering. Saripu-
1ra, form 1101 ditrerent from emptiness. 
Emptiness no t differl'lll from form. 
Form is the emptin~~- Emptines., is the 
form. Se11s;1tion. thought, acti\'e sub
stance. conS<.iousness. also like thi, . . .. " 
A liulc sign on the altar admonishes 
everyone 10 RF.(;ITt: SUTkAS wrnr YOUR 
t:AkS. A little g irl with a ;\·l ia Farrow 
haircut says: "There is no me and no 
you, no Abraham or Jesus o r Mo
hammed- ju~• God a lone." 111e gongs 
gong he;ttifically; the ince nse is a sweet 
sandal flora. 

In the raffish North Beach area, a 
bo11lc-bald m.m with leopartl,kin vest 
,md demonic beard, who claim~ 10 be 
the Devil's emis~ary running '"a charm 
school for witches," stages a pic11111n1 rit
ual to suppo rt his "Satanic Churd1" on 
the 01her side or town. He hoasts rhat 
Barbara ~lcNair is a Satanist, too. His 
black magic this night consists o l the 
Sl.'(lunion of "the Grand l m111i,i1or" hy 
a seedy trio or loples.~ witches in filmy 
hl:ack. "The successful witches alway, 
~lept wich the lnquisi1or, ancl do right 
now." expl.1ins S;uan. The Inquisitor. 
played hy an ex-choirboy and ••former 
divin ity counselor for Billy G raham." 
lla unL~ grinding peh'is ;md pubic hair in 
the bottom half o f a woman\ b.ahy-bluc 
bikini-"lo express the transvestite im
age," expla ins Sa tan. "We're :,II pos
.,e~d of that animus; the <l11.1lily of 

man .md woman is in all or u~. The 
De\·il himsell is a herm;1phrodi1ic deicy." 

Rack at his Satanic Church. a decrep
it hla<·k ho use o n Califo rnia S11-ee1 that 
is a lso his home, 38-year-o ld Tra11,yl
\·a11i;111 gyp,y Anton S,~111do1· l .;1 \/ti 
sleeps with ;1 500-pound lio n. lec111re, 
on wi1chnafl and demonology ;111d ;11-
lows the foithlul 10 aueml weekly ";\Jag
ic Circle" ritual, al S2.50 a head. A sign 
on the door greets \·isi tors with the 
wannth of a werewolr: u:-1.i::ss YOll 

111\Vt: AN Al'POtr-Tht t'l',I, 00 :O.OT DlsTllRII. 
\Vith an appoimme nt. or 52.50. the visi
tor is 1.,.-rel'ted within by a live black <:,II 
a nd a dead occloc leashed 10 b lack walls. 
and invited 10 sic 0 11 an 01ton1;111 next 
10 ;1 hare -fanged slllffed wolL Drinks ;ire 
~erved from a surgical Gurney. 

"This is very serious busine,-.. with 
me," says La Vey from the m 11s1y depchs 
o r a de ntal chair. 11,mked by bell, book 
and Gmdle ,;tuck in a human skull, 
a shrew, c.11-0'-nine-tails. dovcn hoofs. 
trapezoids. pcn1;1gr,1111s. talisman, . amu
lets. a skele to n , se.-rel doors. a demon
ologic.11 library (Th,- .'fot<mic M t1~s. 
Rior.ra ph}' of J>rr,rn/a, l'rnmpti11l Hit,·.,· 
1111d Ri/1111/s) and the stone a ltar o n 
which nude girls. symbolizing '"Earthly 
Desire," recline o n leopardskin for S,1-
tanic weddings. 

"There's never been a true Devil', 
Advocate, and ne\'er a Satanil Churd1 
before in the world." says L-. Vey in a 
sofr. theatrically modulated voice. "I be
lieve in the dissolution or 1he church 
concept of sin as we know it and, with 
it. guilt. I c.m see nothing wrong with 
indulging ourscl\'ei; in the se\'en deadly 
sins, which are really vinucs. Evil 
spelled backw.ml is Liuel Hell is a 
place populated hy people forced to in
dulge in all physic.ii and mc111al grati• 
licatiou. h:ffin~ as nmd1 sex as they 
want, e.11ing what they please, going 
through bt1gs of money. In sex magic. 
the greatest o utpouring ol m;1gi1.al force 
occurs during the peak of sex acti\·ily. 
or the orgasmic state. With rhc pro1>er 
imagery, the proper time--e~1x:ci.elly 
while the victim is sleeping. In the pas
si,·e unco nscious state, the working will 
m:111ires1 itself. With d1ari1able lo\•e, the 
grcate~t ou1po111·ing wouhl be shedd ing 
of te;irs. In eithe r case, cach.arsis is the 
result . Not everyone can he a sorcerer . 
uecau!ie ) '1111 ha\'e 10 nm1rol emotions "° 
you <..111 d1annel 1lwm into a \·ery ~trong 
working force. H .i per!14lll wanted to 
copulate with a beautiful g irl at my ri tu
al. I'd set up " ~ ries or \·ihrations that 
would pur this kanua into l'lfetl. . . : · 

Outside. the 11eighlx,r, :ire u11npl;1i11-
ing that the lion ro.1rs at nigh, ;md 
kec1>s them aw;1ke. "The lion take, 
dope," l>.tys o m:. Inside, a n cx- as~i\t:1111 
lion tamer for C.lp le lk auy. who a lso 
double,! as ulliope player in the rircu,. 
conresscs 10 his prc11y sorceress of a 

(ttmli1111,·1I on pngr I 51) 
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wife that his ears ar<>n't pointed enough 
for a really good Devil. \,Vith a he.ivy 
sigh. he t;1kcs off his red robes. bys 
;1\idc The Life of /fosjJ11ti11 aml ,trokcs 
his ~ lephistophelcan Leard. 1t hn't e,tsy 
playing unholier than thou. One arm 
1·c,1ing on a piano, he smiles at ~ome 
yellowing sheet music: I F11tu Dow11 
,,,, . Gu /Jomn ;md J rol a Gigolo. 

In the M:ruffy Mission are:1, so11th of 
'.\farkct Street, an old J ew named Samu
<.:! Lewis si1s under a por1r:1it emining 
··1,1e,,i11g, from Ru1h St. Deni,:' 1hc tli~
cipk, of 111}'\I icd hl,1111ic Suh:.111 , prcatl 
rouml about hi111. " I'm applyi11g Sufi to 
the solmion of the hippie problem," ex
plains Sam, the sclf-acknowlcclged Sufi 
sh<:ik of San FranciS<·o. "Tlrr,• know 
there a re states of consciousncss 01hcr 
than the physical. I teo1th 1hem medita
tion and love." 

Just now, he is !-:i, ing a lcss<111 IO ea
ger youngsters in ··1ht· ~ iencc o f breath
ing." "The New T e,t;iment Sa)'S God is 
bre;11h.'. he confide.~. ··nrc:11h and life 
arc 011c. hu1 hrcath i, more tha n oxygen 
a nd chemi,try. l1 draw, in the life fo1·tc. 
II hrin~, in li lc lor hcahh. for wuragc. 
lor fr:;irk,,ne». to o,·cH0111c !,h;ep. lor 
longevity--0f which I arn the pcrCect 
demonstration. It nc(·ds a ma,tc r- it can-
1101 be learnt:d from hooks:· Sam tries 10 
show a pri1.c lightl·r how 10 walk u p 
Nob Hill at full speed without lming 
lnc:uh. "The soul is the di\'inc breath," 
he s;1ys. wheezing as if he could w,e a 
li11le more of it himself. .. And Sufism is 
the re:ility, the uni \'ers;1I outlook. in 
which you c:m reach such an attainment 
that you can h:n-e the pe.1tc of awaken
ing. Sufis use lo,·e-thcy lx:lie,·c in Cod 
a,- ,·x/wl'it'II<<'. Lo,c mc.111~ ,ell-surrender. 
Sdf-M1rrc11der. which is clilferent from 
self-denial, is getting guidance from a 
te:,chcr, from Goel or from yotn-sclf. The 
Kingdom of God is w1thi11 vou- 1hat's 
an '" /11t1lity, not mctaphp i, , _ .. 

Sam Lewis turns 10 a yo1111g female 
aciclhcad and asks hN if she would he 
i11tcrc., ted in " the joy without the acid." 
She nods wanly. "Look into my eyes. 
then. Your eyes arc sho11ti11g unhappi
ness. I want 10 te:ich you happiness." 
His a11i111;1tctl face freezes in10 a Ke;,ton
esque ma,k and he fixes her wi1h the 
eerily hypnotic ga1.c of the big Buddha 
in G11mp's. " I am trying to ~ct }Oil 

10 110111hi11ki11g. to pc:ild11l11c ... ,. First, 
we're aw:irc of 1hc hotly. ~cloud. wc·re 
aware of 011r moral 11:11urc,, o f good ;111d 
had. Third, we're aware of our mind: 
and founh, of our heart, the ce111er ol' 
selfishness; and fin ally. you e111t·r the 
ahode of pc;1cc. and pea, e is J)Q\\'Cr be
yoml the physical world, and this is 
communicable. T he whole m ind be
comes your servant. The whole world 
needs lo\'e and affcction--st:c how a 

child responds 10 i t. I am an old egoti,t. 
I ha \'C spontaneous prajna-wisdom in 
S:mskrit. Only God exists, and 1his is the 
supremc human cxpc1·icnce. T he science 
of the heart and higher comcio11s11e,s 
makes the hean the ccntcr o f our being. 
from which we ente r into stages ol •~q,
porc with the e"cr-grandcr portion of 
the uni\'c-r,c. Complete Jo\f! lor man
kind h 1101 a metaphor hut a way of Ii\·· 
ing. Allah'ha, Allah·ha." 

A scruffy )'oung man with a gentle. 
abstracted air and cataracts of fi;1xen 
hair (counc,y Lady Cbirol's ··n orn 
nlomlc") is conruscd ahont Vcclant:1, a 
hiJ!;hhrowi,h Nco-1-1 imluism ollcring a 
modern interpretation of the cla,,ic;, l 
\'cdas, and Sufism. "The difference he
l\\'t•t:11 Sufi and Vedanta," says Lewis 
, 1raigh1away, "is the energy the Vc
dantist uses to COIHJ1ter his passions, 
Sulisb use to find God. If you ha,·e a 
hunc.lrcd units of ,·ital energy and t<:11 
are ,ex. i1·,, an import:1111 pan of your 
life. Suppmc )Oil h:"e a thou~and units 
and liftcen arc ,ex- sex has gone up 
r:ithcr than down, but it becomes ~ 
,m;ill comp;irc<l with the whole- that ·s 
~11li! \\'hen you s;1y don't 11,e your 
pcnis, you're p:1yi11g atlcntion to your 
penis. \Ve don't waste time wi1h tlut. In 
Sufi. :is in Zen, the dc'"il is the c·go. not 
sex. 111c c111estion is not whethl'r you 
kcq> up M:x I.mt ;r you keep up Cod. 
Sex should he divinizcd. 110 1 forhidtlcn." 

In Sat1t:i BarL;n-a and Los .-\ngclc,. 
the good sw:imis in the lo\'dy temples 
of Vedanta say amen to that. Indeed, 
thcir \'icw-,d1ich Amcric1's highly 

H'ncr:1tctl ,w;uni. l'r,1hhan111and:1. tt>m
p;u-c.~ with Emerson·, concept of ·•o,-cr
sonl"-is so cnligh1<:nccl they attract 
more than their share of young people 
with serious sexual h:111g-ups. tryi11g to 
maste r if not di, ini1c their demon,. 
'•Vedanta docsn 't preach ,cxu:il free
dom," says Californi:i 's most clmp1cn1 
\lcclantist. Christopher Isherwood. ··1>111 
it is not conccrnell with ,ins a, ,in,. 
Cen:1i11 thing, you do arc ;111 ob,1;1de 10 
enlightenment. lmt:nsc sexual auach· 
mcnt would he su<.h an obstacle. Btu 
whether it's with a girl, a hoy or ;1 goal 
is ,·l'ry much hl'sidc the point. Thi!> ap
plies lo all the ,·ices. The rules a1T indi
,·idual. not laid down like 1.,hle1, of law 
wi1h ·Thou ,halt 1101' wri11en 011 them. 
1101 :tit a11tllt)rital"ian. duali,tic thing ol 
Cm! / /tac and me llt'rt' . (;od i., in all of 
us, a11d c, try\\·lwn·. l II the c:J .,,,,_,ical 
age o f the Veda-.-H indu ,nip111re-1hc 
principle of blending ,,·orldly enjoyment 
wi1h :spiritual enclt·:l\·or was apprO\·ccl 
by the great 1eachl'r,. They rcLo;:ni,.cd 
that, for 1l1c onlin,tl'y man. ,c11,11;tl tit-' 
, ire is too strong to be reprc,st·d. So 
they recommended, instead, that the cle
\·otce should remind hinhdf that Cud i, 
pre.cut. al all times. within our lowe,1 
;111d gro,,t·,t anion, as within our 110-

hlcM. 'The Lord is c,·erywhcrc :11111 :ii
ways perfect,' s;1ys the Bhaga\'atl-Gita 
[from the H indu Bihh-. which Isherwood 
:11ul Swami 1'1·ahh;ivana11tla 1ran~la1cd). 
' \ \ 'ha t doc, he carc for 111:111 's sin or f,i1· 
man's righ1t:011s11css?' The wor, t ac1 is at 
ka~t the hcucr for bl'i11g associated with 
God. To belic ,-c 01hcrwisc i~ tv ,;111c1io11 
the liypocri,y o f ·Sunday religion.' lSl 
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which will go in10 <:od\ pn•,cme 011ly 
in du.: lim· do1he, of rl-,.fX'Cl,tbility. nev
er in 1hi: -oilt:d ganncnh of 1ht: lil\llul 
c,·eryday ,di." Sm:tll ,nmde1·, 1he11, thal 
\ 't:d:111ta gt·1s more chic hy 1hi: minute. 

Tf1l' pol:,r opposill' of 1he \'t-..l:1111 a 
Sm icry is the \\'orld Church. ..the 
world's larges1 11omec:1:tri;111 dnm:h." a 
l,lue-1oppt·d lilimp hangar of a build
iu.~ in cxh:111\led cc111ral Los Angeles, 
where 0 . L. ;md \ 'd111a '.\l:iry Lee .Jag
gers s1aml in unn,flk·d ,1a1c, like 1win 
popl's. doaked in gold :11Hl-sih·cr IJl·_jnv
dcd s:11in robes a nd wcariug long whi1c 
glO\ c,. whirt· ,roe ki11g, (no i.hoc,) and 
jt'1\'d-c11crns1nl uow11s lit·fr,rc tire Gold
en All:tr ol the Rt·1·el:11io11. Ir i\ a hli11d
i11g- pagc:.111. " Twc111y-fo11r-cara1 gold." 
~ay, ha1ul,omt· 0 . L. 10 1hc '"'l'lllhkd 
m11hi11ules. "aml more than 011e 111i//io11 
jl'wd,! All arc gen11i11c a nd all tome 
from foreign pl:,tt .,,; 11ont· are even 
111ot!e in rhis cot1111 ry. So spkmlifrtous 
in he:1111\'. irnli, idu:dlv ,et in 1he Chris1s 
and :mgd\!" The t~11gn:ga1io11- 1hou
$a11d~ o f :\'cgroc, . • \lexi<.~111s. Pueno Ri
c111s and ,,·hi1c~. old. ailing, indigent 
arnl gulled-appbmls ,·igorously. 0. L. 
smiles u11c1uou,ly upon 1hl·n1. 

"U11likc ,t11y1hi11g c11:r madt· :my
whcrc i11 the ,Hnld-a m:i11ilt:s1:11io11 of 
the· hca111y of 1hr Lord _l t.,,u,. Four )e:ll's 
in 1hc m;iking a11cl only h:111 through . 
SL-C 1he sih cr ri,·er be11e:,th the tltro11e 
of God-1he w,11cr is oct1111lly llowi11g 
110\\·. Th<'rc ::ire fin· hu111lrc·d thou~:,ml 
prcciou, jewel, in 1he ri,ci-hed alone, 
the Euphr:11cs Ril'Cr of Life that came 
origin:, lly 0111 o f 1hc G:mlcn of Edl'n. 
... God i, comi11~ here t0<!:.y. All you1 
physic:il. cn,01io11al a nd fin:,11ci,1l prob
lems will he cu1·ed hcrl' 10<!:,y. ~ow for 
just a mome111, we're gl1i11g 10 lake a 
photogr:iph. \\'ill 1ht· Jib(·rators Will<' 
fo1·\\'anl. \\la 1cl1 1he photo~rapher and 
he will 1dl you \\·h:11 10 do. He's 1he 
,·cry I.Jcs1 photo~ra plier I h:11 c ever 
seen. \'ery ,1i ll. do11 '1 1110,·e . . .. \\'hen 
vou drink of His di,·inc blood today. you 
~,-ill ka, e God's hou,t: in pl·1frt1 health. 
The l\\'l' lll) -four ddt-rs ,,·i ll 1101,· rcmm·c 
your g-olde11 C'l'O\\'lls :i nd pbcc 1ht·1n on 
r lw 1ahk· hdore you. I :111oint the l(oldc-n 
ahar S<·,·<·11 1imes. I pl.He lilt' SC\'Cll 
lamps of lire upon you 1101\'. \I i,s \'dma 
:,nd I 10111111:irnl liw sc,·e11 s:tetL•d spiri1s 
10 :i11oint you wi1h 1he sacrc:d oil. ... 
Oh. ri11g n11/ 1he lx:lls. bring- His sacred 
prescntc down'." 

The f.1ithf11I pull thous:111ds of hells 
0111 of h:,~\ a nd bodice, and tinkle 1he111 
1ill hell won't h:iw it. as 0 . L. ,ings into 
his haml-lrdd mike. 10 1hc organ ~1r:1 in 
ol The I/ells uf St. i\l,1ry's: 

" Th e bells of ti," 1l'or/d Church 
Oh, hrnr. th<,' Ill'<' ri11gi11g 
Thi')' /Jri11g dow11 Cmf'.r l>frssi11g 
011 )'OIi 1111tl OIi 1//1' .... " 

0 . L. h.is a rich. dccepti ,·ely cas11:,I 
voice that is carefully <0111rin·tl 10 
souml like Biug·s. J k and sih-cr-hairi:d 

i\ l iss Velma arc. with unst"uling :,plomh. 
k:idi11g their llud, in " The .\liglll\ Tra11-
~11hstantiatio11 Cnmm1111io11 .\I ii:1< le." 1he 
ciders lormi ng a ~ JI I of i>uekc1 brigade 
from 1hc majt·,1it couple 10 hu111;111-hi~h 
s1;it.ks 0£ b read lo:n·c-s aml g1 l',11 :,;olden 
, ·:11s o f ,,·i11c. Eu·n 11,e 1olknio11 box is 
se:ded with :i ~old lot k . The co11gn·ga-
1io11 remo,·cs i1, ,hoc~ and, lor 1hree 
car-,hat 1cri11g. eye•-1,opping. \Ot1l-,pli11 ing 
hours. tomes forw:inl 10 lie :111oi111l'd 
1x·.-f1111c1or ily lrn111 h11gt'. pl:is1ic l,011lcs. 
The n-remo11y n111\ 1 he t·motion;,I g:,mut 
from h)Sll'ri,al lo l'pilcptic. II is a ,itk
l'ning ,pn1 ;1de in a wu1111,· of the hlind. 

In 1hc Empin· Room o[ 1hc B,'\·erly 
Hilton. llll'lllhc1·, of I he wo1 ld-widt· l:bh:1i 
l;ii1h. \\'hid1 h;" ,ome '.?.Ollll,411111 fnllowc ,,. 
cdl'hr:,ll' 1hc Ft:,,sl ol :'\:rn·-Rt',1. 1hc 
B:iltai :\cw Year. The H :,ppy i'l'oplc 
Chom, ~ing,: "Sec the smiling l:1tcs. 
pt'oplc o l ;,II r:1<t:s ... let lm·l• and u11i1y 
tcii;11": and wdl-tixc-d people of all rarl'S 
~mile. ,ip p111u:lt. ~t1u;ire-da11lc :iml di~
cu., 1ht: 11ei-:1 " Jin·,id c." iu which mem
bt:rs mn·t i11 p1·i,·:11c homc~- Bahaii has 
110 minisny- 10 di\C11.,, the world. 1he 
llc~h. the faitlt and ih l!trh Ce·n1ury 
p1·ophe1. B:ih:i·u·ll.ih ("1hc Glory of 
God"), 

l'reriy ).\'iris i11 ~lion. cxpe nsi\c drcs.~s 
a11d lon_g irn11td hair ~moke cig:ns and 
di"' uss "1he 011e11i:ss of ma11ki11d and 1he 
c-s,;emi:, I h;1nno11y o f sciente :111d rdi
i.:-io11 . .. A vn1111g hair s1ylis1 ill\ i1c, .11101h
er 10 hi, shop : ' '1'111 j11~t 1kvdopi11~ my 
0\\' 11 st~le Don '.\lun:,y t0mc·s i11." 

.'\ public rcb1io11s ma11 1:1kes offc11sc 
wht·11 lit· 1s a,ke d who the lot.1I head of 
Bah;,i i,. "Thu.- i., 110 head of Bahai." 
lu: amwt·rs i11d ig11a111ly. "There arc no 
/Jaid Uah:ii te:id11:r,; 1·,•c·1y1me i11 Hahai 
i, a 1cadwr. You can't g-o wron~ when 
t:dking ::ibout tn,th, the 0 11c11<"is of 111;111-
ki11d, the u11i1y of the uniH·rst·. O11ly 
Bahaullah fulfill, 1he pm111isc, of oil 1he 
prophe1s. Arni Uah:ii jus1 grows a nd 
_g-rows; I c111'1 i;-ivc om :my ligun·s, Inn 
ii's ju~I fa11 •lfl~-1 i<.'." 

"F:1111as1i<·" i, the won! 1hc lrippiL'S 
:ippl\' to tht ha u.il. like a copy of 1he 
S1111 F11111ci1HJ r.ln,mit/1·. H ippies do11'1 
<0II0ll IO Bah.ii any nwrc 1h:111 1hcy do 
10 be·:11 nik h:,nl _J ;u k K(')'ouar. who\e 
own reli,gions n1l1 h:1s 111e·11opa11scd ln11 
whose dhann:, luun, ;1n· Mill n ·ry much 
in evide1uc i11 C:tlifonii:1 . .-r~ing 0111: 
"Lei 1here I,<• hlowi11g oul :111<1 hli,, for
l' \ 't'nuore." B111 ,omc. \IILh a, i,l·:11 pocl 
Philip L:m1:1111i:,. han· S!Hn·ssfully mna-
111orphmed i1110 hippicdon1. lx:c111se 1hey 
kd 1h:11 "C:h ris1 say, go out ;111d find the 
bums. 1he hlind .ind the cripples. lit- in• 
, ·i1c·~ e,eryo11(•, induding the 0111c.,s1. So 
1here·s 110 l0111r;1di<1io11 a l a ll b<'IIH'Cn 
Christ .md a hd,oppcr. a lk:11 and a 
hippie." 

"Chris1 is with u s 1,,.,-e, hahy." says a 
~a llow-< ltecked J..,.;ri wi1h su i11g-y luir in 
1.m Angel~~· IJ)·si;111 !'ark, :iC('IIC o[ all 
E:is1er-day Im e-in. The rop1- havl· ac-

n1St.~I her of laking- p.in in I11c singular
ly UIJlTol ic. rile~ .is :Ill ini,ant 10 the 
Chi istian ohst:n a11<e of I he ,la) . "So is 
B111ldh.1. So ,, Krbhna. You know 
K1·i,h11a?" 

They did11'1 , hut die rohnl. be:irdtd. 
l,;11·t:luu1 1rihc .it 1he Fou11d;11 ion ol 
die \\'orld Fdlow,hip-hidden Imm th{' 
\\'(}rid hv m<.k c:nt-s .ind <:111yo11 oaks in 
1hc u,\\'l,oy-mo, it co11111r~ around Cha1s
wonh--d.1ime·d 1hey did. aml i111im:,1e 
ly. O11ly theirs w:,~ a dilletnll Kri,1111:1. a 
100-nwn:d 111:111 n:1111<.·tl Fr:111c.is J-kind
~wa1zcr l'n1eo, ic, who lookl'd like Jc,11~. 
ran am1111d harclcx)I ill llowi11g gold 
robes. <.allnl him,l'lf K1·i~h11a \ 'en1a ;md. 
rigl11 i11 the middle ol the 20111 Ct·111 Lil'\'. 

de·dan·d 1ha1 t·n ·11 tlulllgh lie had 
Sl"rn·d I ime for hut g·I:, 1) . hr wa, s1 ill I he 
Ii, ing c111hodi111l'111 of Chri,1. " I t.lllllOl 

lie 10 pit•;1se )Oil ... he told his dis(ipks. 
" I m11s1 1dl you thl' 11111h ill the '>igh1 of 
Cod. I 0111 1hc Sou ol Cod." .\Lt11y wcpr. 
O 1hn, ,huutl'd: " \\'c k11ew it !" 

Kri.,1111.1 \ 'c111a h:,5 since ~ht:tl his mor-
1:il , l.i11. b111 hi1, apos1k s "walk humhlv 
wi1 h his soul." co111 e11tr;11ing· d;, ily and 
cl1;,111i11g-. "Love one. loH· a l l. lo, c 
h.ri,h11a," pulli11g cars oul of di1<.hcs 011 
the 11:11Toll' roads srnm111Hli11g rhem and 
1aki11g c:u·e o{ the lleij!,hhor,· childrcll 
wh(.'n 1hcir mothe1s .,re ill. " \'\'c'r<' a 
hum:11,irari:111 M·n·icc g·roup. You ha,·c to 
he ill 1hl' philosophy fut <JUi1e a while 10 
II ntlt..-,1 ;111d." 

Spe:,king is h:ihmhk:,nl and gn'<'n• 
roh('d Bi,l1op Elt-sha, a shy mou~ of a 
woman who was. in some previou~ i11-
car11a1io11, j11s1 plain :\le1h:1 B1ow11in_g. a 
dic1i1ia11 in lk111·cr . Colorado. "The 
na111e c.1rries a ,·ihral io11.'' she s.iys joy
k~ly. " Aud as ,.-c grow in !11Hll·rs1and
i11g . our 1·ihr:11io11 is raised a11d om· 
11,m,c, arc ch:111ged :ict ortli11gly. :\ las1er 
cl,a 11gt1l his name 1wi<c :is hl" g1cw. 
Our spiri111al l<·adt'l' 110w is Ca1dinal 
Neko11;1-,ht··, a n E11gli~h ll·;id1er from 
fk11ver." She is si11i1,g· i11 lhl' k llow
ship's assrmhly h:ill :incl d 1apcl. which 
111cm 1.H.·rs ht•\\'t•il hy h:111d from lo< :ti 
s1011cs and 1t·kpho11l' pok,. There is 110 
phone·. " \\'e h.id 10 1ake it ou1." c,plai11s 
1hc hi,hop. "bcc::iusc we 11cn·r 101 k 
doors 1:trl' ;111d people c::ime in and 100k 
:,ch-:1111age arnl made c:ills o n the lo11g
dis1 an< c." 

·· 1 tlo hc·liC'\'C Krisl111a \le111a was 1he 
Son of Cod- wt' l.11m1• i1." she· ~.11~. 
··T1tcrc's lnTn lllt/11\' Sons of God. ev/rv 
11\'0 tho11s.1ml \'t•:irs· or sn. \\'c tlo11'1 lx~
li,·n: Jt-...11s and Chris, 10 he t he s.ime. 
Rut 1~,-0 1ho11sa111l H•:ors a_!~o. 1h1· people, 
1101 k110\\'i11g. s:1i1l 'J esui. 1he Ctn i.,i' arnl 
co1111l·ncd 1hem. Thl're :,re- ~-,·cr:,I 
pbcl's i11 1hc llihk 1h:i1 11y 10 poim ou1 
1h:11 lhe Chris, \\';isn ' t Ilic J<">Hs. so111e
pl:1u• i u Matt/11,n. I'll h:l\·e 10 s1udy on 
1ha1 more. \'ou·re supposc·d 10 have a 
haL11,ce of mind l1cre. hut I'm 1101 sure I 
do yc·1. .. ... Het ,n·:ik , o i, c and unlc:1-
tcrt'll talk 1r:lil off forlornly. Hints a11d 
fowl and si:1~1wny dogs drift in and 0111. 



The bi~hop hreaks i11to a li11le song: 
··c:0<t an<l I go in the li t:ld together. .. : · 

"\Ve c.111 '1 kill a living thing. T ha1's 
why \\"C h:ive these hirds and those 
tn:es." she says after a ll"hilc. '•If we cat 
meat, we don't order the animal 10 he 
killl'CI. If it's a lm ,dy killed. we can go in 
~11,d purch;1sc it. i\l.111y of us arc vege. 
t,1ri:111s. 1houg-h. But we don't C\'Cll take 
1he eggs fi om chickens, <1011'1 ki ll any o( 
(:oil's a 11 i111:tls." 

O nly people. Com i11<l'd tli:11 Krish11a 
\ll'rua had indulged in co11sider:1hle 
1111h11111;111itarian intim:icies "·i1h the=r 
wi,-cs. two former cultists pb111ed ·10 
,,;d,s of d y11ami1c i11sidc the fc llm,·ship'~ 
multicolo red heaclquaricrs a rt-,,. yc:,rs 
lrn k. cornered the '17-ycar-ohl prophcr 
.111cl blew him. themseh·es, rive other 
;ulults and 1wo child ren to ki11gdom 
< ome. "His death," says 011e ohscn·cr. 
wi1h heavy irony. "w.,s ccrtifit·d upon 
examination of some less-morral dental 
bridgework." 111 rhe rui11s. whir h are un
likely to be compared with Pompeii in 
any future age. there stamls today an 
cnon nnw, sign: LO\' E n ,: O:-,;E A:S:OTtlER. 

SER\'E , le: 0:,(E ,\~01'11 FR. 

Jn the Temple of T arot and Holy 
Qah:,lah. nrxt door 10 a chirop r;ic1or off 
1 he Pasaden:1 frccway, a l.1dy wi1h a 
pronounced limp. a torrent o f hair 
s tre;1ke<l ora uge and reel, corduroy 
s lacks and a sargasso of colored heads. 
i 1111rnluccs herself as "The R l',·ereud 

Ann Da,·il'~. 1hc l'rolocuror Gener:11 o f 
the Bui lders of the .\ dy1um." 

" \\'c \\·ork tO\\',ml helping to enlig-h1-
e11 a person 's mind a nd ht·an," ~he sa~s 
i11 a harsh. nasa l Bronx :inent. " I am a 
Qahalistic templt'," she <han1s. " I am 
drd ic:tLed lo the per per 11,, 1 ion ;md cl is
pcm:11 io 11 of the Holy Qaba ]:,h a11d s:1-
ned wisdoms of the Tarol. I have ;111 

am:11in;:: h is1ory. whose beginning is lost 
in 1hc mis1s of 1 inw. It is s;, id the angels 
brou~lu 1ny 111c~~age to n1:1 11 . ..... 

J\ lore cull0<1ui:dly. i\ l:,dam Da\"ies \;1ys 
California i1sclf is just loaded wi1h 
magic \'ibrations that free ho rh llc,h 
aud ,pir i1 frorn "co11\'en tio11:d" shackle, . 
"Then•'s gotta Ix· a psy,ho logic.tl co11di
t ion here that lends i1self more to re
search and gn::atcr freedom. wir ho111 
having to ha11g 01110 the old f1111danw11-
1al l.1ws. ll isn ' t s.o hot here it weakcus 
rhe. uh. drfrc. y'know, honey? Lc:ss im
priso11111cnt of rht· heart and mind :irnl. 
uh. physical hei11g. T here's a relaxed 
moral point of vic.-w: you know the 1111-
co11,·e111io11:tl a11it rnlcs of the mo,·ie in
dustry. wi1h thcit- 111a11y wi,·es; you're 
more immune to the shocks and fears. 
more free to in, e$tigate. California ha~ 
a />.1ycl1ic atmo,phere, ,\ mental-emotional 
a rmospherc that is rela ted to the subtle
ties o l" lil'ingness. You gettin ' the idea? 
You feel that God is making )O\·e 10 1·011 
- \\'e h:i\'e temple rnm:111n.:s all o\'cr 1he 

1MPORTED RARE SCOTCH 

101. 1 c111 ~ce you' re a ,·ery beautiful 
huma n being- how old art:' \'a , hom·v~·· 

111 rhc rcrnplc. for .55.'.?:;, a \ i~i;or 
m igh t h:l\'C learned something ~,hout 
"St~x Pcrfcnio11" or, for a dollar less. 
bought some T :,rot Keys. or e,·cu a 
he:I\ y 1omc called The ,'1y.1tic11 / (!11l111-
/al, (S7.i5); but he p111s his money 
-Sfi.'.?~1-on an a ll-1,·ool .. Esoteric Qah;,. 
fo1ic Hcali11g Scl\·icc." Before gctti11g 
down to " 1hc spiri111al impact of the 
\lihralory Di,·i11c N;,mcs and healing 
Qaba listic Chant of the \\'esreru \lys
tcries." ho,,·c,·cr, he learns I hat Dr. 
Davies ht·ab a 11imals. too. " I noticed :, 
gro11"1h in 1he mo 111h of my li11lc dog 
T ,:ul(li," she explains 10 1hc fai th! 111-a 
s:id-c)·ed. unromantic-looking bu11d1-
"and took her to om· ,·ct. who s:1id it 
was prnbably malign:mt and th;1t an im
mctli:ttc incision was ind icated. I t oc
curred to me that Tzadd i was as much 
e111i1!ecl to prayers :is her l1111nan elders 
a11cl 1 included her. l\ly concern dcep
c 11ed my mcdita ti ,·e concem ration and I 
d id no t go to sleep until I had achie,·cd 
a feeling of peace." 

Next day, Tz:,dd i's tumor had , o l 
course, vanished. am] Dr. Davies "n•
joicctl orcr thi~ 01;m ife6t.tt ion anti prool 
of the existence and :ivailabil iry to 111/. 
even our liu lc creatures, of Divine heal
ing power." For he,- healing work. Or. 
Davic:s wears a "royal-purple llowi11g 
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,'Cl\'el ca pe o,•cr my wh ite ro he wi1h 1hc 
hexagram." 

In 1hc EMlt l"ric Ser" ice . she stamls 
licforc golde n drapes hel\,·cen two huge 
pha llo id po les 1h;1t light up 011 lop . and 
hc11ca1h enominus illumi11:11cd T arot 
< ;mis. The congH:i,\a tion joins h er in the 
"!\ q u;irian Doxology" : · ·J allinn m y one
ness wit h all that is, life, c1erna l, sub
lime and triumphant. I am th;11 life, n ow 
a nd fore,•c r. I ,1111." 

The T emple Choir chants something 
, ·erv much like .. Yo-ho-hC;l\·c -ho." i\lad
am · Davies ahra1ks the cars a~ain with: 
" Divi11c wo mb o f creation. perw,cle me 
,,·ith thv lm·c as I l'ha 111 1hv hol\" name. 
Hold n;c, o h, Ah-do-n;u-yii. enfold me 
in 1hy lig ht. . .. Ami no w let us ;1ttune 
o ursd \'CS to the vibra lor y [tha t wo n! 
again] formulas o f Di,·inc C reatio n. 0 
s;1crc-d messengers of Go d. 0 ho ly o nes, 
archangds of the sun a nd moon and 
s1ar s. 0 life o f wind and sea. of Oamc 
a nd form , bes1ow t hy grace on m e. thy 
magicil pm,·cr 10 still 1he stormy sea , as 
J walk in the will o f God [hc a,·y o n 
the organ pumps). R :1-fa-d . holy an .h
a11gd of t he Ea~t. clo t hcd in 1he glo r y 
o f the d:,wn ." etc., e tc., e tc. . 
··Amen ." 

Am('n intlt·ed. Yet, for t :ilking in 
nic;111in~lcss figure e ights. ;111d d oing it 
mo re o ften fm· 11101·e people for t he m ost 
;11110 11111 o f money. no cull can to p tha t 
highly org:111in 'd freem;1wnry c.1llcd the 
Ro ~icr11ci;111s o f Sa n J osi'.·. T here . some 
110 tigh1-1011gucd inmates. !.c,·er:il fu ll
time g uard, a nd 1ho 11s:111d\ of , ·i, i1i11g 
mcmhcrs o f the .\ncient :\lys1ical O rd er 
Ro\aC C ruds mm·c t h rn11gh e lect rically 
o pc r;11cd d oors a ml romp ah o ul pho11y 
, ph inxcs :md Nco-Eg)'fHi;,11 1empks a nd 
h la1h cr , ,·ia a g-Joh:,I avalanche o f dc
fc nsi,·c sdf-p romo1io n a nd d o11hlc 1.1lk. 
ahout b eing " 1hc- l;,rgcst a nd oltkst fr:1-

1c1 ni1y in the world d e, 01cd 10 m a n's 
pcr.\onal d e\'dop ment 1hrou~h the llli
lizi11g o f h is 11a1ural powers o f mind and 
1hc simple and yet li11lc-know11 Llws o f 
the uni, crsc and the m vs1c-1 ies o f life." 
All 1hat aml more, m11d1, 11111th mo re, 
u111il the bo nes creak with 1etlium and 
1he blood mns 1q>id. 

111 one o f his mo re limpid o ratoric.1! 
110,egays. lmperator H . Spe n cer Lewis. a 
, hrcwd o ld o wl of :111 acheni,ing man
wi th one <·ye 011 I¼:~·p1. the o ther 0 11 the 
s1mk markct- n q,laius his ltumhlc 1ask 
as simply " the n ·b11ildi11g o( t he huma n 
racr and a1h-a11renwnt o f ci,·i li1.11io n." 
"The 1·0 11clmio m o f J\l r. Lewi,." 1hc 
/:11,,•rlop,u•,lir, lfrita1111irn cli\crcctly oh
scrves, "do not seem co11vin cing 10 ob
jcc1 i,·c studc-111, ." J\Jc;11nd1ilc . the \'isitor 
is a ,kcd 10 Kt:EI' urr STAl"LES and, c,-cn 
in the une;mhly quie t o f t he Planc-
1arium, the .'\khato n Shrine o r t he 
Egypt ian J\ luscum. he is 1,,) ,nh;m lcd 
wi1h such mind bogglcrs as: " Is h11111;111 
life the hig hn t form o f i111 clligc11cc in 
the uni \'erse? h the1·e a prima ry en<Tl;Y 
that umlcrlics :111 cxislcllc<'? C:111 some-

th ing come fro m 1101hing-or did the 
co ,mo, alway, exi~1::- h ,011I an actual 
s11hs1a11ce or a f11111 tio 11 of m:u ,·s org.111ic 
being: Does 10 111>tio11,1H·,, ~uni, ·e deat h:-" 

If i1 c::111 sun ive ;,II 1his meretricious 
1waddlc, i1 G Iii Sur\'ivc ;111ything. prnb:1-
hlv e\'t'll cka t h. If i1 re tllv w;1111s to soak 
II); :i ft:w answers, it ca ,; !ill o u L forms 
s1:uing a prnpe1· mo1i, ·e for m em hrrship . 
aflinning the pran ice of go0tl cir izu 1-
ship a nd ohey:111cc of the laws of the 
bml ("I will ho nor the llag; I ,,·ill nc, e r 
he guilt y o f 1rc;1.,on"). ~end a ten -do ll:ir 
rl'gis1ra1io11 fee 10 the Supreme Secre
tary of the Supreme Co u ru ii in 1he Su
pre me T emple. a rnl remit four d o ll;ll"s a 

mo nth in dues ther c:ir1er. 
Once- inside 1hc scnt'l hro1hcrhood . 

the n111ch-10111etl ·"l·so1c-ric ,.-isdo m h:11111-
ed down from ,111cicnt times can Ix· 1111-

pa ried to 1h e in iti:ited ." Tho ugh the 
Ro,icrncia m ag_gre,si, ·e ly d e n y they are 
r eligio us, t heir prac1icu m-c patent ly a 
quasi-mys1ic:d mishma~h o f Eg-ypiian 
H ermc1ism . C h r is1ia11 G n osticism, J ew
ish C;ih,,Jism. ;ild1cnl\'. ;i ll ma 1111e r of 
Jifc-<lin1i11 ish i11g occult pr:«1k cs a 111I 
much storm a n d fury. H ea r Ralph ~I. 
Lewis. ~ n o f 1he lmpn ;1to r. instnu t ing 
the " Brethren o f the R osy C ros~" who 
han ' pron•cl thcmstl\'t' s wori hy of ;1d
missio 11 in10 1hc order: 

"Take a deep h1·c.11 h. 
as co m fonabk . 1hc n 

hold it as lo ng 
slowly e,hale. 

Keep your feet S1-par.1tc1I and < lose your 
eyes. Firsl. we shall h t·gin with 1hc sim
p le proC<'\S o f puriCying o ur co nscious-
111:ss. \ Ve ask that , ·o n ck lillC'rateh · call 
10 the fore o f your 1~1 i11d p l<'asan t mcmo
ri<·s in your life ,d 1ich repr~111cd , ·our 
mosL nohlc t'1110 1io11s a nd se111ime111s. n•
livc for the 111ome111 1 he cc\u,y and 
mental p11ri1y o f' certa in pa\l expcr ienrcs 
fmu, ic,11 :irahescp1e, o n f1111 cs ;md , ·io
l in,J. N t~,t. you will ('Oncei, ·c your,ch'cs 
a, being a po in t o f light l ike th<- O:,me 
of a candle: vou \\"ill 1hink o f all cl'iC 
tha t , 111-rou1HI, you as hci11g like a n 
infinite sc:1 of cla rkness. ancl formk ,s. l11 
th is sea 1he rc is. no1hin,::. This Sl'a is to 
symbolize 1he e mp1i11c,, o f you r con
scio usnes~. frrc fro m a ll ideas except 
what is now hc in~ rd atl'd 10 you. \'ou 
will next rnn cci,·c the fl:1111e. the light. 
extending its aura . its area o f illumina
t ion into a n infin ite gn/,i,, ,1 radiance. 
Grad11:1 lly. your pe rson ali ty a, :111 e n t ity 
w ill di\appr:rr. The poi111 of fl ame that 
symho lin ·d you w ill ,,/.,o di,appear. ll1en 
ho th you :ind the fla me h;l\e be1omc one 
with the golde n r;ulia n n •. that co 11,cio11s
ncss of 1he cosmic. Slo wly. now. t'Xt<·ml 
tha t li.~11, sec n o ught hut rhc light a nti 
self [~1)0oky cd lo music here]. E;11 h exer
cise will find vou rested. rt'j11,·e 11atc·d in 
hody :incl mind. II the com1ic auuncmc nt 
is accomplishccT. great illuminat io n as 
i11spir:11ion aml in1ui1i,·c ideas will be 
yo ur re-ward. Le t us. in clo, ing. remem 
be r the wo nls o f the gn.:a t C ln·i,t i:111 
m)'stic: H e said :is man mo,·c~ low;ird the 
Divine. the Didnc mor e, lo ward him." 

The st ring acrnmp;111ime11t swells into 
,he banal stra ins o l' Ah , S,,,,,l'I ,\lp t1·1,• 
of Li/ c. Eml ol k s;ou. 8 111 if yo u k eep 
pay inl{ your d ues. ) 'OU will h;we the 
th r ill o f p articipating in a gr;1ml o ld 
ton g d w 1 ho ;,sis that its po,1:,ge alo n e 
amoun ts lo more than S~:,O.tlOO a yc;ir, 
rt presc111i11g (i.il00 .1100 pieces o f " litera
ture" and 7 . l '.?0 .0011 ,hcc·1s of sta tio nery 
that. l:iid <·nd 10 end. wo uld Con n a p:i th 
of paJ>l'.r from Ne w \'ork C iry to Ka n ~as 
Ci1 v. or I 'I I !I miles. As som eon e must 
smi.'.!y h:l\ c said hcforc. 1 here's far less 
h c,-e t ha n meets the l'ye. 

Down at tht· Fin;t Churd1 of \lys1 ic 
C h1·is1iani1 y i11 Los A11gek'<o. a plump 
lad\" under d ark glasses and 1in1ccl tresses 
po unds a mosaic 01,::an ;1s 1he R c,cr
end [dwi11 J. Dingle. kno wn to 1hc i11-
ner ci rcle as· Ding Lr :\lei. i.\ i1111 od11<cd 
;rs "the true Supcr-\'o<,.(i o f the \\'es1c·rn 
wo rld" a nd i11 a hypn o 1ic;1 lly lux uriant 
British ;1cn·111 spre:ids h is magic o n the 
p:l\·in" n 1sromcrs: " I a m ri, h, r ich' 
[V~r/' l ikely.] I a m stro11~! [Do ubt [ul.] 
I a m yo1111g ! !He i, old .] I ;un lm·e. 
[Oh. well. gi\'e h im 1h;1t m uch .] And 
now innumcrah k stream s o f living light 
;ire coursing do wn in the hod y. I (,·el 
ii ! G od in human for m . I am what 
(ompel~ the fhd(I, o f ex i~1c11cc. Fed 
the glo rious st ilhte\S of 11ni,·c r~;1li1y of 
life as we 1k-cbre the livin g t r uth. h 
is d one: ii i, done : it i\ do11 ,·! Peace. 
Pee -eere. l'etTel'-elTC-sa . l'eet·cc et·c.·cc-ccce
s·1. J>eecccsssss," a nd he fades 0 111 , whis
tling. 

h >r o n e do llar. Ding Le :\le i w ill tell 
yo u wll\ ",ex enc-rgv i, 1 he ,en·an l of 
G od" a ml a"u re you 1h a1 he b a 11ual i
fiecl mpt ic. hecausc, pn·-L. .-\ ., h <· Ka, ~111 

" exp lorer of the far c·orncl'S of the ear t h. 
1lch-cr into the deq){'~I m,·s1l'ric-. o f for
bidde n Tihc-t . m,·,tic India. i11,c rutahlc 
Ch ina. a nd wa, 1'nougl11 hack from the 
brink o f death in a T ibeta n 1e111plc to 
lea rn 1h is st r:111gc metho d . thi.; lon g
hidden \\' i, do m o f ~k111alphy,ic~. which 
is an nallv known 10 \'l'ry few. even 
in 1he Far East. ,,·he-re 1 he peo ple as a 
wh ole a rc 1101 read y for i1.'' 

Fo r o nlr dgh t doll:in morl·. you can 
cm·o ll a, ;111 init ia lt· m em ht:r in t he ln
stiLllll' o f i\ lenta lp hy,ics :11a l co ntinnc 
" th e week ly m t·s,aRl'' a nd all ~n·icc," at 
ho m e for ,ix 1110111h, for an add ed do
nation o f four tloll .1rs pe r mo n th . Then 
you arc a llowed lo re,po 11d 10 1hc ,ccrct 
cha nts: --1 a m whole. I a m \l rong. I am 
powerful. I am yotmg-. I : 1111 hannoniou,. 
I am ha ppy"'-whl' lhcr you are :m y of 
the,c things or 1101- .. :111tl 0 11 tha t 
, ·ihrntio n shall Wl" rl'ma in as t he be nc
d inion is ru idercd for us. I , h all w ith
draw fro m you ." adds Ding Le :\lei 
at SCITit.e 's cml. "h111 I wi ll 110L forget 
yo u . Hie" you . bll·,\ you . h ie,, yo u. 
J\1 y helon·d . surrender to your eternal 
sul,lon,ciou, ,11hlimi11al m im l- w h:,t a 
po wer. what a power'" Explain~ a "pre
cepto r" af1erwanl: " \ \'c prnd ;1im ,1111I 
tc;1ch the ctcn ul truth o f tile- wor king 
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through natural law in the Holy T rinity 
- body. mind and spiri t or m ;m . It's the 
final mcs.,agc. It\ jmt thiny-fi\'e dolla rs." 

In a li11lc windmill beside a lake in 
the Pac-ific P;11is;1des. under the .. pure 
goltl-kart•d " lotus 10\\'(TS or the :t).\gtes
sin·ly syncret ic and sc·!f-conscious Sc,lf
Reali,~1tion Fellowship. a !u:.;ubrious 
man with a b:rld head ;uldrcsses a dis
a rmingly mcditatin• rnng,·cgation: '"i\Liy 
the cotkiails or de,01io11 induce Cod 
in1ox ic ,tion. \ \ihen 1hy de\'ot<·es are at 
prayer. from I heir eye, I gather rays of 
God i111oxication. Bkrnling the rays i1110 
a co<ktail or soul fcr\'or, I give it to 
my thir~1 y thouglm. They drink and 
drink. h:m i~hing hurts :,ml worries. 
To d,osc s<·eking Milace, T offer tliis 
magic rnrk1ail , scnccl in tr:111sparent 
g lasses of my he.,rt's good will and sin
cerity. l\l ay dri11kers of this elixir be
come so di\·iJH•ly inebriated •hat p :,in is 
forgotten forncr. Shanri. 0 .\1, Ame n." 
Hindu songs a lten,atc with f11111l;1mc 11-
talist hymns; a 11d on I he w:iy out , you 
c:111 I.my books :md 1·u ·ords r ight inside 
the chapel. 

Af1erw:ird. a miuihippcd '.\fo<I rakes a 
minisk irred v.iil wi th sht•rry l,air 0 11 a 
mini1our of the J '{-:icrc Lake Shrine. 
whi< h a t first bl 11sh looks I ike Dism·,·
land-in-a-dhoti. They c-omparc it wit .h 
\ Valdc 11 Ponti. ho we\'er. "Soni food," 
says the vo1111~ ma11, tos.si11g lin·ad to 
the ,\nstralian bl:ick swans h om 1he 
p row o f ;1 l\fis,issippi ri,Trhoat. '"C od is 
the only C11n1." The ~irl makes yin and 
yang circles. Aho\'e them . a life-size 
statue of .Jc,us Christ appears. to lloat on 
a w:1tcrfoll. his white-rohtcl hack to the 
l\,cific Ou·,111 ;111d fi\'e new higi1-riscs. 
Hc11ca1h Christ hroocls Lord Buddha, 
four fee t high :1111011~ the sum:ic trees 
and mral 1o( b: :rnd i11 the Golden l..o-
111s Archway rt'lils a silvc-r-inlaid brass 
coffer in which a po rtion o f Gandhi's 
ashes arc purponcdly cmh1·i11nl- "'ob-
1ai11c.,J a fter the l\lahatma's cremation 
c<:rcmonies." 

Sclf-Rc:d i1:,tion Fdlow,hip members 
me<:'t on the hucolit paths :111d ~reel 011c 
:,,u,th<'I' wirh a " 11:m1:1sbr," the p:ilm-to
palm Indian s:1 l111 :1tion that says, "J\ly 
soul hows to your soul." In a mt·ditat ion 
11111. the minirnnplc necks be fore a sign 
in rai,cd gold h:11crs, imploring them to 
II~, STII.I. AXI) ltl'\llW TIIA T I AJ\I Cot>. An
other sign, unraisc<I, says: 111-:RXIE LOVES 

KITA. The scntimemal slraiu,- or Putcini 
waft over the l:ikc. the hl:ic k bi,ds of 
paradise, the t\l,y:ssi11ia11 bananas, goltl
c- 11 b;11nhoo, mm! hens, white swans 
from Holland . .i r;ll"e bo tree :md a wish
ing well full of money "that is to remind 
u s 10 wish for th<· suprcme g ift: aw;irc-
11ess of our 011c H c:l\·euly F.ither, the 
Crc:1 tor of all life and l,cau ty." 

So many 1x-ople arc -~cekin~ life and 
be;1uty- a lo11g with the Fellowship".; own 
orig-inal crc11ions. m11shroomb11rgers a111I 
J·l imalay:111 sno\\"b:11l!>--th:1l S. R . F. has 

more than doublccl its membership since 
its founder, Yog-i J\Ja,1er l':,ramaha nsa 
(J-ligiie.q Swa11) Yogan:,mla . died in 
19:,2. Only, he didn"t really die. H e 
'\miliugly c 111en.·d 11111lu1s111111ul/1i-a 
yo:.;'i 's li11:il conscious exit from the 
body." Thrte weeks Jatt·r, the mortuary 
tlircdor of FOJ·est L:1wn wrote S. R . F. 
exri1t·dly: "The :,hsencc or :111y visual 
sig11s of dcr:1y in 1he dead body or l'ara
m.ihansa Yog,111:rncla [obse n ·C'd 1hro11g-h 
the g);,ss lid of the casket] offc·rs 1he 
most ext1~1onlinary case in our cxpc:ri
encc. No physical disintegT;11 ion was 
Yisihlc C\·en 20 d ays aft er d ea1h. This 
s1a1e of pcrftct pn scn ·:,1io11 of a body is 
unp:irallelecl in monuary ,11111:ils. Yo
g-anam la's ho,ly was :ipp:1re11tly in a 
pl1t·11omcn;tl sta te of imm111:ihil ity. No 
odor of dec,y emanated from h is hotly 
:1t a n y time . Auel wl:en d tt· bro,uc c,wer 
was pm into po~it ion . he looknl ,is frnh 
and as unr:n ·ag·ccl hY de-cay as he had 
on the n ight o f his d1•a th." 

Close rric-1111s of the n ·\"crc·cl, if p c·ren
nially sclf-prnmoiing yog·i knt:w him as 
1'l11k11nda Lal Cho,h. son or an lntli:111 
hanker. a nd sec him as a man sonwwh:1t 
mmT 111111:ihle 1h a 11 cine, Fon·st L:nn1. 
'"\\'hen I mt·! him." ,a ys 011c of 1hc ,::1<·at 
r<'l ig'ious writer-J::urns in Amer ic-a , "he 
told me. •1 wanted 10 <b the· wo rk or a 
true ,w;11ni. Bur I w;i, s1arvi11g in Il<>s-
1011 a nd I rc:d i1..('cl I h ;i<I 10 do thing, in 
t he American w.iy in order 10 make it." " 

I>own al the Astara Founclation, also 
i11 Lo, Angt·lc,. :, ,,mwtimc ;,c1re!>., n :nnecl 
Earlyne Chancy talk, d reamily of .. 111rn
i11~ from film ani\·i1it·s to spiri1u:il nut-
11.:1-s [hccausel 1hc ca ll within . w lone ly, 
so eva.sive, hec:nne a ~011g cck-stial." 
Early11c writes ancl prc:rcht•s ancl lw;ils 
,·ia .. ,C'kphonic inspir:11 ion from a Gr.-:rt
er Sourn:."' For .i liH· .. lollar 1m·mbt'rship 
foe, plus tuitio n o r four dollars .. per 
unit." you can \'C-ntun• into ' ".-\starianry." 

111 San Fr:mci,co. 1lw cnrollmc111 k c· 
at the weird I limalapn Yoga Ac:1tlemy 
is a whopping te 11 doll;irs and 1he 
monthh• tu ition , S~:">.00: bu1 then vo11 
get a ~r:11 k al oven omi11g ··sl.'lr-cn •a·tc·tl 
limit.il ion,." expanding yo ur conscinm-
11t·ss into the knowlt-rlg-e 1ha1 you arc 
"the Self-Cod whi,h flows through all 
form :11,d yet is beyond 1ht· mind.'" Near 
Needles. California, mc:111while, mem
hcrs of the Na1ive American Church 
munch on the I en-ihle-1as1 ing psy<hedcl
ic cactus Imel peyote, from which 111cs
c:1li11e is d erin-d. as a rt·g11l:ir p :in of 
1heir communio11 M!rvict:s, in which they 
seek "the bca1ilic \·ision'' Aldous Huxley 
saw-;rnd rccommc111k d . 

Noll' the maJ:!;iC wheel-or h cxagr;im 
or 1r:q>e1t,id- comcs full circle: 10 the 
Neo-Ro111:111<·Stp1c An~cl11s Temple in 
n111downtown Los Angeles. a \'ast, 
wealthy, p11lsa1 ing m01111mc11t to the 
lady who la nded tht·rc 50 yc:,rs ago 
with ten d oll:irs aml :1 1amho11rinc: Ai
mee Scmpk i\ld'hc:rso11. \Vithin six 
years, Sister Aimee had a Sl ,500,000 

te mple, a $25,000 r:,dio station. a 100-
\·oice choir, a x ylophone band, more 
charirn1a than all the e\·angdists in 
Christendom ,111d a fanatic llm k 110w 
c.tim:11cd at 2°,0.000, l;,rgesr C\';1 ng-l'l ical 
sprc;1<l 011 e;inh. Therl", in 1he :,000-sea t 
auditorium, they don't even whi~pcr 
that Aimee was tin ice m:11Ti<'d. accusctl 
of sh:,cking u p with hc:r r:uliom:111 in 
C 1rn1d and linally pros('ll.Jlt•d for ' "im
mora lit\•,'" nor that she died of ;111 o\·cr
do~ or' slec:pini; ta b lets i11 the :rnus of 
son Rolf .. \imcc tlitln"t die :mv more than 
Yog ;111a 11c!a : "God called 11 i, h :in,lmaid
cn home 10 be with Him fore, cr." is 
how it was. Ami how ii will be for<:'\'er
morc. E\·c11 H . L. 1'. lencken was lllO\'ed 
to llll l"r . tlwugh cyn irs say s:udo 11ic11ly: 
'"U11lns I err !!•·ic,011.sly, o ur H t;l\·e nly 
F:11her is with her!" 

Today, the A 11gcl11s T emple appears 
to pay more a ttc 111io11 10 fill i ng the 
coflt.:rs through faith he:1ling than 
through theology. A 101 -vear-nlcl c-J<ler 
takes the h a m) or a 11eno11s 37--yc:,r-oltl 
111:111 ;,nd commands: ··S;1y, ·1 am in 
need!'" The yo1111gcr m:1n says, " I am 
in nced ." The ol<I man says: "In the 
name of .Je,us. tom h this body anti 
nPlc him \,·hole." Then 1he mixnl bag 
of :1 congn-gation ,~1is(•s its arms to the 
Loni and ,h;111crs the p ;1i111ed sk y-dome 
wit!, H,· Tourlted .Hr-and 1101 1hc one 
B:11 bra S1rt·is:111d si11gs. ei ther. Tf,e R ev
ercml l\ liho n W . Ellithorpe, a hamlsome 
evangelist and )Jt':,d healer around the 
tc·mplc. admonishes eYcrv m an, woman 
;mtl d 1ild 10 .. shake hands with ~tt least 
tln<.-c people around you. s;1y 10 I hem, 'I 
bclit·Yc, Cod.' Say it. hn:tlue11. say it. 
Praise the Loni. ha lld ujah, amcn." 

A fiddkr cl,11111.in, on stage aml saws 
;1way at H uw (; n'11l Thou Art a nd is 
a pplamled \'ig-orou,ly. There i~ m11d1 
frenetic waili11g anti hy~teric ,1 0 111po11r
ing~ in umk·< ipherablc lan~uagcs. -111e 
Rc,·crcrnl Ellithorpt· spe:iks of his Yisit 
10 tht: Tower o f London ··a11d all the 
kings that \\·t re there, hut there's gon11;1 
co111e a cby when 1hnc's gon11:1 come 
mwtfi,,,- Ki11g-'oh, n ow I sec tht: aim
sou w:l\·e'-:1111cn . hallcluj:ih. pr:1isc the 
Loni. You could bring in the liue~t tal
em in Holly\\'ood. hut if Christ w.,s11 '1 in 
their hc~1n . they rould11' t sing it like you 
folks . ... "The deansing strc:,m I sec, I 
see. I ph111ge. and oh. it cka 11se1h me·
pr:,isc 1he Loni, oh, prai~c the Lord .. . . 
I shall deliver you from the sin-si<.k soul 
to<by ... . " 

Before the 111;1i11 event, little oltl ladies 
with hot-ironcd rnds anti blue-and-white 
robes p:1:,s tht: rnllcction platar-twite. 
.. Gfoq· to y;i," sa)'S Elli t horpe. ··oh, 
glo1, · to y:1." Time for "The Tcs1i
mor1y." '"i\ly hmh:111d has clia beres," savs 
a prc11y miclcllc-aged woma n , ris111g, 
"and he fell off the roof and broke hi; 
foot . h 's harder to he~,t with di:,he1cs. I 
came here ,md asked for prayer wliilc he 
was being operated 011. His foot's al! 



hcakcl now. But my mothcr-in-1:iw fell 
,ick aml was in the C:11narillo Slate 
f 111cnt:d] Hospital. We prayC'd for her. 
I s.i id . 'She's not ,::;ouna tl ic' ;rnd God 
1;,i,,cd he r right up-ga,·e her 1wo mo re 
t l:,y-, of life. l'.ow rm prayin' for m y 
bthcr's c t11ccr." 

"God hlcss y:i." sing; Elli1horpc. smiling 
11te supcrernga1cu-y smile or a side-show 
barkcr, his hc:,d a ,tormy wine-dark 
sea. "All glo ry be to Him. 0 holy, ho ly, 
holy. wondcrl ul. wonderful. H e is not 
j11,t the Sa,·ior lrnl the Gre;at Physi
cian in the .Sky." H is b rawny anns fla il 
the a ir anrl seem lo embrace the mull i
tudcs. The n he reaches i1110 a pile o r lct
te1·s ,111J ,ay, heal ing prayer, for people 
·•with cold cl:umnv sweat a nd a sore in 
my nose. 100·· am! for people "with bad 
husbands" :ind for one "wi th hoth a 
crnokt1l ankle a nd crossed eye.." H e 
reads k11crs from a wom:111 a~ki ng pray
er for "my tr ip to l':, lm Spr ings" and 
frnm a m:111 a,ki11~ pr:,ycr " for 1he tcn
:1111s. tha1 th<'y w ill pay me for my h:ick 
rent .. " " .\men. amen. This is the mo ment. 
God is hea ling 11s here today. Oh. glory 
10 ya. i\rc ya glad He 's a g;re;ll physi
cian:-'' Yearn ing d1on1ses c,[ "\'c;i! \'ca!" 
A mi rc111i111ler, 1h;1t the o ld-t ime re lig"ion , 
like E lvis adoration , is perha ps liule 
more tha n repre~,ed ,ex. 

J\ ftt1·ward. 011c learns fro m a m1dions 
temple watcher that RolL who bossc.·s 
the place, amids publici1y the way his 

mother sought it , " is nguc a nd ho mey 
a nd look\ like the m:111 who comes 011 

swge from 1he side and w kcs the third 
seal fro m 1he center. Bm he l1as a Scots
mau·s k11:1Ck for p;,ring pennies and rc
ple n ishiug coffers. tlwugh he says 1hat 
soul wi1111ing is still the o ne b ig business 
of the church." 

C ur iomly, C:ili[ornia itself 1s not 
sho(kcd. cmh:1n~15st·d nc,r galv:mi1cd 
i1110 tremors o f alann or ~11ilt or pi1y by 
any of these s10 111:ich-1urni11g \ (>C'Ctacles. 
(Let it he 1101 cd, howc,·er, t har. 1 he 
graud maVihals of the p:iradc o[ mc ndi
c:in rs. agt'tl a nd aili1,g in p laces like the 
\ Vorld Church aml Angelus Temple, or 
the m:1g ici:111s who nm Temples of T ar
o t aml :\lcnt:dphysics. arc light-vcars in 
deed a nd spirit fr<lm such solid , timc
resicd fa i1hs as Zc11. Su fism, Ba ha i a nd 
Vcda ma- whcrc\'C,r they arc pract iced.) 
Californi:1 is, on the con! r:iry, r,Hhcr 
proud o f irs careless abilit y 10 take it 
.ill in s1ri<le, like topless shoeshine 
parlors, 11u1hurgers. frosted p:1payas or 
smog. " \Ve are bro:1cl-mi11ded in a 
bw:1d-mindcd city with a bro:id -mirnlcd 
c iti1.cnry." says :1 h i~h L.A. po lice ollici:il. 
in cxpl:iining wll\' there is "no organized 
or ro111iue im·estig;1lirc force" .t\\ignctl 
lo culls a nd scns-c111lying;. crazy or con
n i11g. "The only lime we're the lcaM bit 
courcm cd is if someone comes in a lleg
ing fraud ; then we in,·e~ti~·ate the crime 
itself 0 11 the basi:s or a signed com-
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ranted lor one year. Obligation lim ited lo s uppl)•ing rcplace
m-,nt parts excepl no labor charge made ii recciv.:r brought 
to authorized Admiral Service Station within !JO days alter 
,,ale. For name and address of nearest Aulhorizcd Admiral 
Service S tation, phon" W,•stcrn Union operator 25. 

Adn,iru. 
•1:1-1r,. ,.,.. .. «1 ,«.~ ... ~ The leader in portable TV 

p laint." Then, ,,,i th chilling tmth, he 
adds: "But most people who are taken 
won·, hclic\"e they're hci11g defrauded 
till the day they die." 

BIil why California- besides the ''psy
ch ic a 1mo,phcrc" claimed hy the occuh
ists and the S:itanists' ,,·estcrly pr:iyers? 
lkcausc at ho llom, says 011c or the 
state's foremost cull , ,·;11d1ers, "alnto~t 
<:,·cryouc ,d10 comes 1c, C ,lifomia secs 
himself as a red l·cnu: r. :\lost of 11s wise
ly a11d fi nnly supprc,;.~ the notion and 
stkk to real estate. But a substantial 
1111mhc r do not. They come here and 
drink the water a11d so.ik u p the sun
shine and become rom·inced 111:11 1lw 
kingdo m o f hea,·en is, indeed , at hand. 
And there is alwavs somco11e aro uud 
who. for a small cont rih11tio11, wil l s how 
them ex:,ctly lww to gN 1hcrc. It's easy 
to sneer. Ru1 who ,,·mild care tc, ,;;,y for 
ccnain 1ha1 rite realrors arc right and 
the prophets wrnng? Perha ps this ccnlll
ry. so full of turmo il an<l lo11gi11~. is 
;ihout to give b irth to some new, u11i\'cr
sal church. If so. C.:ili forni:,, 1hrnugh the 
sheer laws of prohahili1y. is likely to be 
the l\'ew Jcrnsalem, leading ma11kind 
10 .i new era of uni\"Crsal hrothed1ood 
and peace. Pe rhaps I m ight C\"e n lead ir 
myself. Contributions will be eagerly 
acccpu -'<I." 
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