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Why man is doing this (other than the pc '
, ecorfom{'m.l and military reasons) remains‘al.)o my:flety The
motive is deep in his nature. The ‘because it’s there’ anbsweli"b
- IS noanswer at all: yet all the answer, Was Magellan crazy?
g Was C().Iuml'>us? The answer may be yes. But still there is a
- :ascmatmg. line to be explored between their voyages and the
‘. ::nc?e ri:r:::h concentrate and forge the results of their

. If you consider the thousands of le wh

involved — and remotely we are all ipnf/(;]i’ved —oina;eds(;::z

programme, if you consider this and ask yourself ‘why?’

then you are getting close to where the poets stand. :

‘ Son‘le poets are optimistic about the space odyssey. others

view it with a cynicism born out of a knowledge of ,human

failings and man’s colossal capacity for self-deception, and
other poets do not care whether man steps into space O’t the
nearest bar so long as human relations begin with fornica-
tion and end with death. The poems in this book reflect
these attitudes and probably a few more. ;
I do not suggest that because poets have written on the
- Space theme / their poems are more significant than the
Phtase§ exclaimed by the men in their capsules calling out
in their awe at the sights observed through their helmets
- 1W@t this selection does show is that some pbets have raiseci
then; eyes above their heads, have taken a look at manv
dab.blmg in the shallowest parts of space and have written
their verses. It is that which is significant.

When ancient poets sat on a hill overlooking a battle-
‘ﬁ.eid, ar.ld later repaired to hall or castle to regale the war-
miors. with the deeds they had witnessed, the particip#tion
was in the song. And it was that song, bringing the deed to
the understanding of the heart, which told the warriors
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- something of the dhnie nétﬂ!é‘9f what'rth‘eyv had ach

Even when the poet was a heroic warrior himself, his most
lasting participation was in the verses he sang. 5

The poets who write of space exploration are watching
and voicing in the same and in a different way. As farasI
know they are not encouraged to sit on a hill to watch a blast-
off, but nevertheless their participation is in their poetry. =

That some modern poets write about the space odyssey
is, I believe, one of the encouraging things about the pro-
gramme. It confirms its essential significance. The poets in
this book are not locked away in an artificial poetic world.
Most of them I know to be (others I guess to be) acutely
aware of recorded history, and of the past, present and
future. Many of them are regular readers of serious
scientific journals; and one I know has volunteered to go
along in a space-shot. (As far as I know he is still grounded.)
The poets from their different attitudes speak for man’s
continuing ideas, his fears, desires, and his exaltations, in
most exacting language so that the pursuit of the abstract is
never allowed to break from understanding and communi-
cation. As man changes so must the language to express that
change, and it is the poet who bears witness through his
poetry to that change.

The mythology that is itself evolving as a part of space
exploration is at first perhaps a little difficult to follow,
however I have used work in this book which seems to me
to say as clearly and forthrightly as it can what each of us
might say or think as we look at the sky, and ourselves, with
wonder. Most of the poems in this selection have been
written recently. Some are published here for the first time.

JouN FAIRFAX
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POETS INORBIT

The dreamers of the world, rhymers of moon
and dune, are at last looking to the stars with
more than romance in mind. Until recently the
only writers who regularly used the literally.
universal themes offe ed by space travel were
science fiction auth  and the occasional
avant-garde “wildta. " such as William
Burroughs.

Now, more and more, poets a:: _2ing inspired |
by the fresh fields of space exploration.
Mind-dazzling visions of other planets,

galaxies and satellites, create new frontiers —
Frontiers of Going.

. This anthology includes the best space age
poetry by new and established poets —
George Barker John Wain
Edward Lucie-Smith Robert Conquest
Peter Redgrove D. M. Thomas
James Kirkup and many others . . .
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