
N DF.CE~IRER 22, J!)G5, I was arresled in Laredo, 
Texas, along with my wife, Rosemary, my 
daughter, Susan, and my son, Jack, for the pos­
session of less than half an ounce of marijuana. 

During lhe subsequent three and a half years, my fam­
ily and I were engaged in a continuous series of bimlTe 
legal contests wilh American law-enforcement agencies. 
I was arrested eight times (potential total prison time-
69 years), Jack also eight times, Rosemary three times 
and Susan once-all on charges directly or indirectly 
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connected with Lhe possession of grass. In fairness to all concerned, I do not use the word 
harassment to describe the pressure police directed toward us, because I suspect that many 
policemen (certainly those with teenage kids of their own) have felt more than equally har­
assed by our acti,·ities. In addition, we bailed out and defended o\'er 50 of our communal 
brothers. This in\'oh-ed the aid o[ 18 lawyers and more than $150,000 in legal costs. The ex­
pense to the taxpayer to maintain this long engagement was certainly many times greater. 

During this 42-month period, I lived in a curious slate o[ limited physical and political 
freedom. l\,fy body could not leave the country. As a felon on bail, my day-to-clay liberty was 
at the whim of the Federal Department of Justice. \\'hat I said and wrote was censored. 
\Vhile my case was in the courts, it did not seem mannerly nor sportsmanlike to talk about 
what happened in Laredo and aCten\'arcl. A player can·t broadcast his \'ersion of the game 
from the huddle or the side lines while the game is still ,going on. l\Iy ,·ersion o[ the great 
control/pleasure, FBI/LSD, narcs/ heads, crewcut/ long-hair, tum-off/ turn-on, uptight/ feel­
good contest was also censored by a paradoxical comensus between my lawyers and the Feds. 
Said the former: "\Ve want to win your case on the law, on the basis of an unconstitutional 
injustice. \,Ve don't want to lose it because your social image deteriorates to that o[ a be­
drugged anarchist." 

Along the same censorial lines, in April 1968, a Federal judge in Houston approved a 
motion by a Federal auorney to revoke my bail and make me begin my 30-year prison sen­
tence on the grounds that my "continual public appearances, particularly at college cam­
puses," made me "a danger to the impressionable minds o[ youth and a menace to the 
community." l\Iy lawyers kept me out on this one by a last-minute promise that I would not 
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make any public statements advocating that people 
feel good illegally. Turn off, tune out-and shut up. 

There is one basic political struggle dividing man­
kind, of which economic, racial and military frictions 
are just superficial symptoms. This basic conflict, rec­
ognized (and despaired over) by Sigmund Freud some 
50 years ago, is between man's desire to do good (as 
defined by social conditioning) and man's desire to 
feel good. This conflict rages everywhere, in every action 

of the human being. It manifests itself as psychological conflict, as interpersonal conflict and 
as social conflict. Painful duty ,,ersus free pleasure. Repressive control versus joyful expres­
sion. Social conditioning versus doing what comes naturally, the unconditioned neurological 
state, being high. 

Since Freud, it has become an accepted axiom among psyd10logists and psychiatrists that 
society's task is to "manage" the pleasure principle. Modern industrial societies, through the 
media of parents, teachers-indeed, all adult authority- ('Ondition children to become pro­
ductive, narrowly genital little citirens and to repress any movement in the direction of poly­

orphous pleasure. We are all familiar with the systems of reward and punishment that 
ccomplish this social conditioning. Many philosophers and educators have sought a method 

of suspending these Pavlovian patterns. How can we break the powerful neurological grasp 
of the frigid mother, or the ghetto, or the Southern bigoted household, or the frightened, 

ortgage-ridden suburban father? The answer now, in hindsight, seems obvious: You blow 
your mind. 

The phrase blowing your mind, like most of the slang floating up from the under­
ground, is precisely, neurologically accurate. Pleasure is the unconditioned state, the experi­
ence of getting high, of getting out of your social mind. While suspension of conditioning 
often produces in~ense fear and distress, it happens to be the only source of wholly natural 
pleasure. If you have never been very "high," you may not know the difference between nat-
1r.1l pleasure and learned reward, and you will nm know what the unconditioned state is. 
That positive feeling you get from doing well, doing right, attaining some goal is game re­
~\'ard, not pleasure. Most of the things we like arc artificial, learned rewards-the artificial, 
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man-made bell that made Pavlov's dog salivate. Do you call that ple-asure? Do you really want 
the cultivated, trained reward rather than the natural kick? 

This issue underlies many of the confiict~ of modern politics. In my view, that's what law 
and order is all about. That's what the racial hassle is all about. That's also what the welfare­
aid-poveny sc.andals are all about: Many middle-class people fear the poor because the poor 
are-sometimes- shiftless, lazy, unambitious and pleasure-seeking, preferring today's kick to 
tomorrow's sober bank balance. Why should we add to their pleasure our painfully earned 
material rewards? Many whites dislike blacks for the same reason, except more so. Eldridge 
Cleaver has written exact ancl poetic clC'.'icriptions of white envy of the graceful, rhythmic, 
natural, turned-on black body. And we all know why many old people envy carefree youth. 

From 1961 to the end of 1965, all of my energies were offered to the Marcusian pro­
gram of bringing about a nonrepressive society. Erotic politics. Hedonic engineering. My own 
modest contribution was to encourage a large group of young Americans to decondition 
themselves away from the work-duty ethic by means of psychedelic dmgs. I believe that the 
effect of LSD and marijuana is to suspend learned conditioning, to allow the user to move in 
the direction of the natural, to get back where he belongs. The psychedelic person inevitably 
becomes more ancl more like those three outgroup!. in our society who live closer to a life of 
natural fleshly pleasure-the uneducated, the blacks and the young. (Notice how the hip­
pies have automatically become our white blacks-choosing to live like the lowest economic 
class, either in ghettos or on remote farms; taking childlike pleasure in acts of play, in flowers, 
beads, sunsets and flutes; dressing up in funny costumes.) 

"\i\'hen I speak of this deliberate desire to enwurage young persons to sever the condi­
tioned reflexes that tie them to the values of their parents, I am not speaking metaphorically. 
Our political technique was physiological an<l our hope was to bring about a visible change 
in exactly that headquarters where all change must originate-the human brain. The motto 
"Turn on, tune in, drop out," for example, is a specific psychopharmacological formula: (I) 
Blow your mind with a powerful psychedelic; (2) recondition yourself to rewards and pun­
ishments that you select; (3) avoid all instillltions based on involuntary reward-punishment 
conditioning. The aim was to produce the first generation in human history that could 
choose its own mode of conditioning, react selectively to self-selected rewards and, literally, 
neurologically make up ils own mind. 

From the standpoint of my small part in this hedonic revolution, it was obvious by the 
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fall of 1965 that the psychedelic point of view was about to become established. Sexual Free­
dom. Erotic honesty. Marijuana merriment. Eros. Hair. Head. Kiss. Screw. The \\'ho. Rolling 
Stones. The Fugi,. Beyond The Doors. Beyond e\'en Blood, .Sweat and Tears on the Air­
plane to Electric Ladyland. In spite of and to the despair of the Law-and-order generation, 
the young were joyously rejecting the Protestant work ethic and were initiating the leisure­
time life of the future. The complex tasks of harnessing electronic-psychedelic energies to 
the new social structure now could be left to younger and more technically talented proph­
ets, such as the Beatles, Tom O'Horgan, Tiny Tim, Stanley Kubrick, the righteous dealers 
and the underground alchemists. I nominated John Lennon as my successor and dropped 
out of the Pied Piper business. Thus. honorably emeriti, Rosemary and I turned ourseh•es 
to our long-awaited postretirement projects-to stay high. make love and write science fiction. 

In December I 965, we closed the big house at Millbrook, put rock shrine markers over all 
the stashes and staned driving to Mexico, where we had remed a house on a beach. This was 
to be a nostalgic return to our southern neighbor, whose first dollar-earning export was and 
still is the world's most holy and loving dope. Two years before, we had been deported from 
Mexico- along with 11 Han•ard Ph.D.s, a rabbi, two ministers, the managing editor of Gourmet mag­
azine and three pupil-dilated businessmen-for running a psychedelic· commune in a beau­
tiful hotel near Acapulco. As we drove back toward Mexico through Louisiana, I told the 
family about the final amusing incident of that other trip: Two Mexican secret policemen, 
who had heen assigned to put me on the midnight plane, had to argue l'iolently with l\lex­
ican immigration officiah, who wouldn't let me lcal'e the country without surrendering my 
tourist card, which the secret police had confiscated. 

\!Ve got to Laredo at sundown, drove across the International Bridge and parked in 
front of the Immigration Building to get our tourist cards. There was a waiting room with 
bcnd1es and a door leading into the government office, which was fully equipped with a long 
counter and clacking typewriters. I walked to the door and was accosted by am.an who had 
been standing hidden behind the threshold. He broke into a warm, welcoming smile. 

"Timoteo!" he cried in joy. 
His ob\'ious pleasure prO\·oked a reflex response of affection from me. Here, I thought, 

is some pet'son I ha\'e befriended in the past. But what is his name? 
Suddenly, the smile turned ofticial. "\Vhere do you think you arc (w11t11111cd m 1rrlt:af) 
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going? Do )Ou rcnu:mher me? You aren't 
a llowed in !\kxico. I know because I am 
Jorge Garcia, who de ported you from 
l\Iex ico in JIJii3. You arc /1ersona 11011 
grn/11 in J\ lcxico. Proh ibido." 

I w ;1s still radiaLing from his warm 
greeting (Libras thrive on popularity) 
and pardoned my dear old friend his 
official excitability. I remembered his 
pounding the counter in the Mexico 
City airport in IYG3. 

"No, Jorg-e, I ha\·e a le11e r from the 
1'1i11isterio de Go11cnwcio11, saying that 
we can return as tourists." 

Jorge thought for a moment. "Stay 
right here." He ran through the waiting 
room and out 10 the parking 1◊1, jumped 
into a car :incl shouted, "I'll bf r ight 
back." 

At this point, a bl:ick spider of 
par.tnoia stance! spinning a sticky wch 
around the waidng room of my mind. 
U 111il that momem, J had prided myself 
on my complete lack of paranoia. Since 
my first mind-blowing mushroom session 
- .ilso in Mexico, in 1960- J had been 
too busy decipht:ring cosmic plots, con-
1;1cti11g Tibetan masters and dc~per,llely 
:t\'oiding brain-control conspiracies to 
worry ;1bo11t such planet,1ry maucrs as 
being busted. How could I be arrested? J 
had not one shred or guilt about what I 
was doing and , iustcad, felt the presence 
of an e normous hank acco un1 of karmic 
,·inue. After all, I had. ;it the most 
nuxlest appraisal. pro\'idlxl more satori, 
nirvana, t.intric bliss, illumina tion, ,;cn­
sory bliss a11d longer lovemaking for more 
of my fellow men than any Ph.D. in the 
histo ry of the A merican Psychological 
:\ssoci,nion. To s.av the least. 

I w;ilked up to ·Rosemary, Susan and 
J :1ck and whispe1·cd: ··We 're apparently 
h;n·ing a li11le hassle here with the l'\k xi­
i;;1n gO\·crnme m . Someone go out Lo the 
car a ncl get rid o( the grass." 

Jack Leary, then JG, nodded and got 
up . .Jack is a super-Libra and routinely 
deals wi1h the rosmos in ;1 maddeningly 
superior, del iberate, balanced way. In a 
cri~is, he is the most swift, resourceful, de­
pendable pcrwn I know. In :1 couple of 
minutes, he sa1111tered b:ick, disappeared 
into the mcn ·s roo m and rcwrned to the 
bench with a mission-accomplished nod. 

Cood! \Ve'rc clean. 
Then Jorge Garcia reappeared, by this 

time 11111cho businesslike, an ultraco n­
fidcnt olf,cial. "No, Se1ior Timoteo. not 
is it possible for you Lo go to l\fexico 
10ni1,•h1. I must c.111 the capital in the 
morning to confirm. You must rctu1T1 to 
1hc United Sta tes now. It will all be 
diITcrc111 111111it11111." 

I 11 rct rospect, i L is easy LO sec that we 
were caught in a 13-mo"ie scenario, swept 
up by some fast-mm·ing curre111 of melo­
d rama beyond our control. J( I bclic\·ed 
in wi1d1crafl (and, bclie\·e me, I llo). I 
would say that we were under some 

ast rological spell. some black- or whitc­
magic..: ma n i p11 lat ion tha t mm·ed us. 
unthinking, to the nex t spot o n the dmy­
plcasure game bo;1nl. 

You sec, we didn 't actually ha,·e to 
return to the United States and criminal 
notoriety. Nuevo Laredo, J\lex ico, is a 
bonier town, a transient tourist town. 
You can make the SC.'CnC there dav and 
night without papers. \ •Ve could , have 
checked into a hotel, showered a nd the n 
wandered around the streets. watching 
the hustle rs and the pimps and the tour­
ists, eate n enchiladas for dinner and slept 
like free souls a nd in the morning re­
turned to the immig1·.nion office, got our 
cards for the interior and proceedecl 10 
Yucat:in. 

Um marione11e st r ings pulled us back 
to the car, which I turned around and 
steered acros. the International Bridge. 
I was ncn ous. dazed and unaware of 
scr;11nhlings in the back seat. Ahout half­
way across the bridge, I s.1w ;1 sign reading 
U:SCITEU ST.\T t:S Ct;STO:'\IS, KEEi' RIGIIT. a nd 
it suddenly dawned on me that e,·e n 
though we hadn 't been in Mexico. we 
would ha,·c to pas, through the Ameri­
can C ustoms, just like the V\V c;1ra\·ans 
that wend their way from purple J\ fi­
choac.in , golden Ac.1pnko, seedless Gua­
dalajara and the other fohled cities of the 
somhland. l\l \' mind flashed alarm: "All 
the gr-ass is 01;t of the car-right?" 

Susan. silting in the front seat. s;1id, 
"No, we just found the sih-er hox here." 

The car rolled on toward the Customs 
station. Frantic rummaging in the back 
seal. The sih-er hox. C.an 't throw it out 
the window, blang, b;1ng, metallic flash 
in the middle of the bridge. 

" 1 hid it,'" said Susan. 
.-\s the Customs officer walked up, I 

handed h im the unused J\ lcxican papers 
and Marted talking first and fast. " \ Ve 
d idn't enter ?. lexico, officer." I expected 
h im to check the papers, nod, salute 
smartly with a n unde rstanding ~mile and 
let us p.1ss. 

He nodded, all r ight. ;111d ordered ev­
eryone out o[ the G1r. He lc.rned in the 
fr~nt door. reached clown and came up 
with something he held in his fingers, 

.. ll'l111t is this se,•c/, I fo1111d 011 your 
car floor?" 

In a flash, the car was surrounded by 
agents. '"Rcmo\·e all the baggage." 

"Officc1·. you m11s1. he kidding!" The 
station wagon was packed with the im­
pedimenta of ;1 1hrcc-month expedition. 
Sacred hooks, beach ;mcl ci1y dothing. 
theo logic1l manuscripts and scuba gear. 

"Yup. All of it. Out!" 
Other tourist~ passing by the check 

point q11ick-gl,11iccd at us with l'irtue·s 
detached, sl11111ning disappro\'al. I wa111-
ed to run afler them and shout, " It's all 
a mistake. really, we'1·e not smugglers! 
\Ve didn 't e,·en get in10 J\lcxico!" 

Then we we re ordered to sit o n sepa-

rate henchcs in the Customs office and 
forl>i(lden IO talk to one another. There 
were no magnincs. Not e \·cn Muzak. 
Phone calls bmught two more chid 
inspectors. Interrupted at e ight o 'clock 
011 S;1111rday night b)' duty's call. \Vha t 
had they been doing? Watd1ing TV? 
Drinking bourbon? Dressing to go out 10 
dinner? Sorry, dear, there's a big bust 
down at the office. 

\ \Tith a triumphant flourish, an agent 
came into 1he waiting room, carrying 
lx>xC!'; filled with brown flour. A cluster 
of fuu buz,.ed around. \ Vhat"s this? 
Pollen dust from Pe rsia's h ri lliam red 
flower? Proc..:esscd in Lebanon labs and 
com·e r1cd to brillian t nocl-ou1 crvstals 
nea r ?.larscilles aml smuggled across the 
Atlamic by swarthy mcmhcrs of the Sea­
farers Union? No, it"s worse. Gentlemen. 
there is enough org;mic health food 
the1·c to get C\·cry high school kid in the 
counnv 10 kick the whi1c-brcad hahi t. 
Heacllincs and promotions for e\·ery 
agent who helped smash this unaclulter­
atcd bread ne twork! 

\Ve were c;1llcd, one by one, into sm;1ll 
rooms a nti examined for needle marks. 
Our pockets were empt ied carefully and 
the cl ust and tobacco flakes ca ught in the 
lining, were combed out and neatly fold­
ed in10 enn:lo pcs. 

I s1 ill couldn't hclic,·e we were busied, 
until the chief agent Gtlled me into his 
oflicc and laid the now-familia r mantra 
on me; ··yo,, ;ire e1Jtilleil to call a lawyer 
and to refuse to a nswer a ny questio ns. I 
warn you tha t anything you sav may be 
used against you when the e n tire steno­
graphic 1·ecord o[ your l ife is read hcfore 
the shadowed court of dread Anubis." 
Or something to that effect. 

At tha t second, I had a minor revela­
tory cxperient.c, a quick. highly detailed 
view i1110 the future. like a speeded-up 
ncwsr<:cl. I could sec the he,1dlinc,,--··Ex-
11A RVARu l'ROF N,\IIIH: D AS SMUGGLE R" - the 

an:1ignments. the bai ls, the indictments, 
the pleas, the lawyer~· olliccs, the endless 
legal ra t iocinatio11s. the trials, the fund 
raising-s, the ra llies, the IIA NUS O F F TIM 

L EARY buuons, the appc:ils, the trite, 
only partially re.edi1ecl scripts o f Drey­
fus, Socrates, the earl iest Christians, Gali­
leo, Alger 1--1 iss and Dr. S;un . 

It was immediately obvious to me th;u 
I would ha\·c to test the constillltionality 
of the marijuana laws, return from cleli­
cious high rct irernent. come strolling 
across the I urf from the bull pen anti 
spend long years of public hassle until, 
in the hushed and marbled solemnity of 
the Supreme Court, nine black-robed 
J us1 ices whom I wou lei ne ,·er meet would 
rule on the rig·ht o[ American citizens to 
turn o n, 10 get high, to feel good in the ir 
homes. J flashed on: three years of barn­
storming and old-fashioned sloganeering. 
Do11 't Trefld 0 11 Me. Lt:1's Fl)' U11ited. 
Six Atile.1 High. Turn un, Lune i11, drop 
out. 11 c11p11lco Gold ,\from Fi11e. Tol,acco. 

(co11tin11ed 011 page )12) 
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Pancho Villa and his tallcred hordes. 
The last bastion of t.ivilization had heen 
c;1p1ure,l in less than an hour. \Voh·cs 
howled .ilong the banks of the Thames, 
'.\ lorclos' barefoot. army ~1ahkd its horses 
in 1he Ilritish i\l uscum, and Europe's 
long 11ight had b egun. 

Cordle and i\ta,·is viewed the collcc-
1ion in si lence. They tlid11·1 exchange a 
word until they were alone ;md suolling 
th rough Rq~em ·s l'ark. 

"Look, .\Javis," Cordle hegan. 
" No, you look," ,.Jie said . '·You we1·e 

hon ible! You were unhdic,·:ihk! \'011 
were- I can' t fiutl ;t wonl rotten enoHgh 
for what you were! I ncn:r d1·eamed 
that vou were one of tho,.e sadistic has­
wnls'who get 1hei1· kicks 0111 of humi)i;1t­
i11g people!" 

··nut , '.\ l aYis, you heard what he said 
to me. you heard the w;1y- -" 

" H e wa,. a st upitl. bigo1ed old man," 
'.\f;H·is said . " I thought you were nol." 

.. But he s.1id--" 
"I t doesn't maw·r. The fact is, you 

were enjoying your,e\f!" 
"\\'di. yes. m;1yhc: you're right," Cor­

dk s.,id. ··Look. I can explain." 
":\"ot IO me. you ca11 ' t. E\'er. Please 

~1ay aw;iy from me, Howard. l'ennanent­
ly. I nwan th;it." 

The fu1ure mother o f his two children 

beg~,11 10 wa lk away, out of h is life. 
Cordle hurrietl after her. 

"J\faYis!" 
''I'll call a cop, Ho\\·:ml, so help me, I 

will! Just k:t\'e me alone!" 
" J\la,·is, l lm·r you!" 
She must hm·e h(·ard him, but she kept 

011 walki11g. She was a sweet am! he:111ti­
ful gi rl a nd ddinitcly, u11ch;111geably, an 
0111011. 

Cordle w:i.s 11eH-r ahlt to explain to 
l\fa\"is ahout The Siew and ahout the 
11cccssity for expcrie111:i11g hch.ivior be­
fore co1ulcmning- it. :\ foments of 111ys1 ic1l 
illuminatiou arc i.eltlom tcxplic:1hk. He 
wns ahlc to make her bdic·,·e 1h:1t he 
had undergone a bricf psycho1ic episode, 
unique aml 1111pn:cedcntccl and-with her 
- nen:r to he repc,11ed. 

Thcv arc m;irricd now, ha,·e o ne girl 
and 01;c hoy. Ii,·e in a spli1-h w l house in 
l'lainficld. New J ersey. a rnl arc q11i1c 
co11t(·n1. Cordle is visihly pushed :11m111cl 
by Fuller Brush men, h111d solicitors, 
headwaiters and o ther imposing figures 
of authority. But there is a dillere nce. 

Cordle rn:,hs :t poi111 of taking H'j.\11-

lady sclteduk d. ,olirary vac,tio ns. Last 
year, he made a small name for himself in 
Ho11o l11l 11. This ye.ir, he is going to 

Jluenos .\ires. 

fJ 

"Wcd,,rsrlay? l\!Iy God. I'm .suj,J,o.rnd to be 
i11 Clevela11d on Wednesday!" 

lfuir~~ ~tb~ 
(rr111ti1111cd from J>agc :?:?r. ) 

ll'ltc11 tlte /}1(11i.,h111r111 cllolws mnre ltcm­
e.1t. horror t/11111 the crime, tJu,11 tJ,,, 
Im,• is wrn11g. Lucy in the Sl:y tl'if/, 

1J i11111u11cl.f. A house cn111wt s/1111cl half 
11/1/i~ l,t 1111cl lmlf turned 011. )'our only 
ho/JC is cfoJ1c. ll'itlt a little lic/JJ f ro111 
)'VIII" f ri('l11fs. 

At that second, I groaned inw;mlly 
.111<1 1he11, looking al the agent, I bcg-;111 
to l.111gh. I le looked at me curiously. 

.. Do11'1 you know wh:it you're doing, 
ollice1·?" I w;1~ saying to myself. .. You 
may ha,·e just put yourself out o f a joh. 
You may have ju,t knocked out the 
Fcdcr;1l marijuana laws." 

I l;ucw at 111;11 arresting moment that I 
co11ld11 '1 cop a pica, make a dc;1I. ··011 a 
pica of guilty. we c;m get you oil. Tim, 
with a suspended se111e11ce a nd a few 
years' probation. After all. it was only 
half a n 0111u-c." But l just co11lcln"t recall!, 
throw mysel( a t the mercy of a well-mean­
ing T ex.is ju<lge separated light-years 
fron1 the folkways of my home. 

The trip to the Laredo jail was com-
1>lkated. 1,ecausc we had 10 load all our 
l11gg::1ge into the cars of the two agents. 
The inspector possessi\'cly pa uetl the 
hood of our station wagon aml saitl, 
"Th is c;,r is 110w co11fisc11ed. Property of 
the U.S. GO\·ernment." He grinned. 
"Too bad. It's h ra11tl-11ew, i~11•1 it?" 

I shrugged. "You'll have to discuss :111 
that with the re111al :1gency. The car's 
o nly leased." 

His face fell in disappointment. 
At the jail. under the glare o f the 

11aked light bulhs, I k is~ed R oscm:iry and 
m;ule a l}ra,·e, wa\'et·ing ,peech Lo the 
fam ily ... ,\'ell. beloved, there·s not one 
pcrso;, in history whom we admire who 
didn't do h is t ime in the i\ la11's pris0n. 
It's :,II pan of our ctlucatiou." 

.Jack was lorked in the second-noor tier 
with ju\'eniles--all .\lexican o r blacl-. J 
w;1s taken IO the l11inl-lloor Lier. The 
jailer 1111Jl)ckcd two barred doors and 
1hc 11 dircn ed me down Lhe dark <·ell 
row. \Vlten I got 10 the fifth cell , he 
p ressed a bmton and the tlletal tloor 
<.reaketl open. J\lcLal o n metal is Lhe 
worst souru l. I entered a nd the door slid 
shm. Remote control. Clang! The lir~t 
time you find yourself in jail is a n etlu­
cational 111on1<.·11t for eyeryone, I gue~s. 

The next morning, the four of us were 
a s.~c·mhk d in the jailer\ ollicc. J ack ;uul 
I were h:mtlcuffctl togclhcr aml we we,-e 
all mardietl two blocks to the olli<.:e of 
the U . .5. commissioner. There were pho­
togr.iphers am! n 1 camer:11ne11 da11ci11g 
b,Kkwarcl in front of us. 

The conunissioncr w:ts stern, relentless 
and 111ai11ly prc,)(cupied with our finan­
cial s1.;1111s. How 11111clt cash? How mu,·h 
in the h;mk? What Mo<.:ks a11d bo nd\? 
P rof ><'rt y? I le made Roscm;n·y ny hy 
demanding that she tell her pare llls to 



111u1 cg.,ge ,lit:ir 1mo~--n:rt1--_vas sec 
at some startling figure tha t merciful 
memory ltas mispl:iced. T wcn,y•fi\·e thou­
s;ind? lb<k in jail, the cnicient machin­
ery of the Lared() 111:irijuana combine 
took o,·er. The jailer g:,ve me the name 
of one bail-hond,111:111. He's the best in 
town. Tire hail-bondm1an gci\·e me the 
11ame or one 1:m•}er. He·s the hest in 
town. He'll get your bail reduced. The 
lawyer was a nice guy. He ~;it r ight down 
to talk bminc,~. r:uli.itini.: that genial 
~elf-confidence that only the un j:,ilcd c;111 
express toward the imprisoned. He was 
certain we could get b;iil reduced. He 
bc<6an scribbling 011 a piece o( paper. 
Let's see; ,011 ha\·e SHOO in c1sh. It will 
cost aboui S500 for you to Ay back to 
New York and my fee will he S500. That 
lea\·es $-100 for J oe the bondsman. And 
with his percem :1ge, le t's see, we' ll ask for 
52500 for you and Rosemary and get the 
kids out Oil your guar::mtee. 

\ Vithin an hour, ,ve were hack in the 
commbsioner's o[fice. T his t ime, it was all 
cordial, as though we had just purchased 
a ne\\', expensi\·e car and m:1de the down 
pa~111ent :rnd it was just a m:itter of 
~ome paperwork and we'd he behind the 
wheel and off oil our white-Chriscmas 
trip back to :\Jillbrook.. 

T he indictments came down in Janu­
ary. Susan and I were charged \\·ith three 
counts: ~muggling marijuana. transport­
i11g smuggled m:,rijuana and failure to 
pay the marijuana t;ix , 

For an o\·e1Tiew of the complex, de­
\'ious stra tegy the Federal Co\ ernmenc 
used until \ery recently to e11force its 
mari j u:ma statute$, the reader is referred 
to llr. Joel Fort's Pol: A Ralio,wl A/1• 
fnoach, iu the October 1969 is~ue of 
PLAYnoY. For the purposes of tltis ac­
count, it i5 enough to note t ltat by the 
19GOs, the rcpre,sion of pot smoking had 
become an enormous police indu,try, pro­
viding delightful game rewards to thou­
sand, of cop, at all le,·els of go,emmem. 
J 1m at the Lime wl1en ci\·il rights mus­
cle was 111aki11g it more dirficult to ha1·­
as.s the "la,y. concupi~cent, music-loving 
black man," a new and e,·e11 more \'ul­
nerablc outgroup appeared: the " heads." 
l'sychedelic e11thmi:1,ts provided a made­
t0-0rder scapegoat for a middle-aged, sel£­
righteous American society. Heads were 
inluri:uingly >·01mg and sexy. They 
were iutolcrably plea5urc-seeki11g. They 
were openly skeptica l of J ohnson City and 
San Clc-me111e values. And, what was 
most de lightful to the lower-middle-class 
comtabulary, they tended to be book­
reading, nrt-lo"ing- college people-the 
natural enemies of the crew-<:ut, g1.111-
collcct i11g n r watcher. 

I hacl the opportunity to watch the 
emergence o f this peculiarly Americ:111 
f>O),•Tom in some detail. At Laredo, for 
ex;imple, the Customs agents were auto­
matically on the ;tlert for youngsters who 
showe<l any sig-11s o[ de\·iation from tl1e 
o ld J oe College model. Young blacks, 

youTigtong-h:urs. t::u!~ Crom l-.:1\tCrn col­
Jcge\-cspecially ;'I/cw Yorkcr-.-all came 
under \(>CCi:il \Cnttin y. '· .\fter a while, 
ro11 get au unerring '>C11se o[ who is hold­
ing marijuan;i," a !)Order official confided 
to me after my trial. 

Deteuion of pot smokers w:i~ facilitat­
ed by the U"-' of :\kxic:111 infmmers, I 
am here Lo tell rou. For e'.\ample. some 
Princeton kid, show up 011 the l'\ue\'O 
Laredo night-life !\CCne. T hey are ap• 
proached hy a hmtlcr, who offers them 
gra!>S. "!:lure. that's what we lame down 
here for. " The:: pusher mllcas his fee, 
hands mer the lo\\'-<Ju:1li1y weed and 
then noti fies the border patrol, who is 
waiting the next day. The su, pt,ct's hag­
gage is searched, he i~ \tripped, his h:1rc 
arnv; ex:unined- wmctime~. int imate 
apertures are probed-and, 11oilii!, 20 
joints arc found hi,lden in his F:\I port­
able r:1dio. D11ri11g my period of :mthro­
pological re-,earch in Liredo. I talked co 
do1e11s of Northern college kids who were 
bei11g processed like naughty s:n,,ages 
through the Laredo morality mill. The 
take :1\'eraged o\·er S2000 per kid, when 
you added up the bondsm:111, the local 
lawyer, the fine and the conli,cated car, 
not to me11tio11 the boon to local inn­
keepers and restaurateu1s. A tidy li ttle 
im·oluntary tourist u·acle for a sleepy 
bonier town. 

T he disposition of Federal weed cases 
became a dclicate balk,. of Sicil ia11 com­
plexity. The kid Kho wa~ bustt-d on the 
lirid~e immediately faced the three famil­
iar ch:ugcs: ,mu~ling. with a maximum 
sentence of 20 years and a minimum nu11-
d;11oq of 5 )Car,: tran\portation, with a 
111axi111u111 ol 20 yc:rr, and a minimmn 
mandatory o( 5 (only a Presidential par­
don Glll lower the'><' mandatory terms, 
and :\ixon ;ii11·1 a head, brothe1·): :ind 
the "t;i'.\ count." This la~t allowed more 
leeway-from suspended sem ence ancl 
probation up to ten long years. 

The standard routine was co allow the 
mitldle-cla,s offender to plead g,tilty to 

the tax count in return for dismiss;1l of 
the t11·0 hca,·y mandatory raps. There 
wa~ little choke for the \'ictim. He had 
to make the ,lea!. II he wamcd to go 
to trial ;ind light the c:1-.e, then the Go\'­
e rnme11t would not drop the two heavy 
count, and the dcfcnd:1111 wa\ facxd with 
au almost cenai11 aud 1111parolahk ten 
yc;u-s . .c\hnu,t cert;1i11, because Northern­
er~ ju,t d idn't \\'ill c1ses in front o( a 
L11-cdo jury and a T exas judge. !l's a 
,·cry s111;11( town, remember. a11d e\-cry­
onc around the counhomc knows c1ery-
011e who is likely ,o sho\\' up on a jt, ry 
panel. The Custo1m olliccr~ play bridge 
with the lawyer~ and the jury is made up 
of mer·chauts and hou-;ewi\es who arc 
memhcrs ol the same church ~ocieties. l 
nc,er saw a Negro 011 a L,redo jury. 

.-\ 1101 her pn .. ·ssure tow a rd maki 11g the 
tax-co1u11 de:11 wa, the fact that the GU\·­
en1111cnt did 1101 wam to go to trial 011 
gras, cases. In the fo·st place, it took time 
and 011crou, prepar;i1io11 (or the .rtto1·­
neys .. \II the arre.,t ing agents had to spend 
a day waiting around court when they 
could i1a\·e been down at the lll·idge, 
strippiug- hippies a nd protecting the hor­
de,· lrom hedonic im;i,ion . .\lore impor­
ta11t, tl1e Justice Department didn't like 
to try m iddle-<:l:is~ Americans on the 
smu~~ling :ind tran~poning ch;ll'ges. l.,e­
cause ,·ictory bec:unc cmh.1rras, i11g·ly dan­
gerous. Ten years in the penitentiary for 
tl1c college kid c;1ught wi th ten joints. 
Trouble from the Congre~man back 
home. 

It's much easier to bust the Princeton 
kid, relic\'C him of S'.?000, Kare him into 
repe11t:1nce :md !><:lid him luck to the 
c,mpus under fa e year,' prol.J:itio n, in 
famili:11 am! academic di,gr:rce, a ~orry 
objeu lc~,-on for other untlergraclu:nc,, 
who ;l!"e tempted to score for their 
friends. lntere,tingly enough, most 
middle-da~s parents higl1ly apprO\'Cd 
of this cl1astising exercise. \\'hen Dad 
flew dom1 to L iredo for the hearing 
and stood in court lll'Xt to Junior, his 

'·No. tlwnl:s . . . I've already got one." 
313 
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eyes ,nilifil mcctUle eyes o[ the Jtidgc would rook- at mc- ,vm1tt1cu~JR'tievingp lcased. hn~-mwner; mctsaicl;-"''\'ctr.+r­
and an implicit ag,·ecment would be curio,ity they might exhihit toward a will take them 11\·e minutes LO sit down 
scaled. \\ie·ll reach Junior a l=n. uut child moleMer. "Constinnional right to and light ci~arellcs . . \ml 1en minute, to 
we hoth w;1111 w keep him in uusincss use m11r-rntt-tirks, huh?" \ Vhat Texas elect ;1 foreman and rc:1d the imtrnc• 
school and out of a ten-year r:1p. law~er \\·,1111s to hccome known a~ the tion..;. \nd, s;1\·, !>e\en minutes to coum 

or course, it all depended on repent- m:111 who frl·c.-d the.- land for dope ad- the \ ·u1e,. They'll he out with the ,enliu 
ancc and the remorseful desire lO mend dius? One prn~penin: attornt·y had me in 1wcn1y-two mi11u1c,_" 
}Otu- ways. i\ l iddlc-clas~ kids who acted lly dow11 to Ho uston to spe nd the day Ami "° they were. Practice makes per­
like ghcuo ki,1-i-th:,t i~. who expresl>Cd with a psychiatrist, os1e11,ib ly l>ct;111se he fcu. Alter the \·enlic1. I wa, called up 
110 guilt. who i-efu,ed to beg for the might lt'\t ily 011 111y hehall bur re:11ly LO bdm·c the judge anll se111e11t.cd 10 :SU 
chance lO go b.ick 10 sehuol. \,·ho suggest- chelk om the dt.~ree of my insanity. year•, impri»onmem and a :-.:;o,ono lint· 
ed that they lOnsiden:d pol smoking ac- That lawyer used IO chuckle and 111;11;.c for the CJ"imc of J)()s..c,sing hair an ounce 
leplablc behavior-could I,e S<:111 up lor jof..es ahoul my n1111y L'iD-typc dcfen..c. of gi·ass. 
;1 di;cn::tio1ury few month~ u111il th<-)' got .. Fir,1 Amend111u11. ha-ha.'· His fee, were The :i0-ycar rap wa, a noisy but empty 
the point. Astoni,hingly. many parcms C<Jually lysergic: S:,0110 an ounce. gestu re. Lo,t in the he.ullim•, was the 
cucuuragl·d th<' b r ief i111 ;irceration o r \\'c Mraggkd 01110 1he pl:iying court. fau that the judge h:,d 01 dercd a 90-d:,y 
lhcir kid s, in the hope that t hey would finally, wit h a rather weak ddc11,c l(ll: tr- pei-irnl or psyd1i.11ric uhsc1vat io11 in a 
men,! thei,- reuc.llious ways. I remember tel: ·1 hl·1·e were t\,·o jolly Laredo law- prison ho,piral for the tri111i11ally insane 
Gilling a Ln-eclo lawyn who had .. de- yers for whom figluing- lhc grass laws-a - a sinlCre or cyn ical a1temp1, I suppose. 
frmlcd .. a you ng rnck mu,iciau from San 1aui1.: th;1t. if ,uccc:sslul. would Oil do,,·n to impl~ that I was a madman. Aller 90 
Frauc.;i,co who,c family i11s1ruc1cd the 011 their regular wurcc of cliems--was days, I would return lor re..c111e11t.i11g or. 
lawyn to let him do a year . .. we·ve tried 0111) , lightly k-s, than ucason:iulc. They perlwps. for conunitmem. I n any case, it 
en·rything dse to get him to go b;ick 10 t0ok the rnsc uecausc I was a likahlc was unlikely that I would he forcc-d 10 
college. :ntd mayl>c a li11lt• time in a m;111iac with some money in a legal dt:- scrn:- mote than the m inimum manda-
stmnured mili1ai-y-1ype cn\'inmmcnt will fcn,e 11111d to 1luo"· aw:,y. r,_0 dou bt , tory sentence. 
knock the nonsense 0111 of him and they ,,·ere p rep:u-ell to gi, ·c me a fair T he ~eutcnce ca11sc.1l the expe([cd flap. 
teach h im a trade," the parents said. "At shake, reganlle,s o f t he ir p rivate fcelin1,rs. 1'1·cs,,, TV, r:ulio, A scismo logic:,l re-
least t hey'll cut h is godd:mm hair." T hey were hat.ked by two young idealistic vubton of omrage and sym p:11hy- par-

The lawyer w:1\ <1uite b lum with me. lawyer frie1ul, of mine who hacl never 1ic11larly lrom forei~11 land~. A nice 
'"H is folk., arc right. He's a cot·ky kid. tried a uimi11;il ca,e bdorc. tele,·i,ion ~t.1tio11 in Tokvo olfere,I Ro-.c-
Tht: di,cipline will do him 14ood.'' In any e\·ent. the jury 1ri,1l wa, point- m:ir)· ;11ul me a two-week guidetl tour of 

The Co,·en11ne11t"s most pn.':>Sing rea- Jc~. I freely :ulmiucd posst'i!>io11 of the J:1p;111 if we wo11l1I ,pend an hour tcllini4 
son for a,·oidi11g a \ igorou,ly fought olkmiH· h.tlf o u11c..c. Our aim was to our story before the cnnera~. I wa~ stul-
marijua11a 1ri:1l was the 1111c:1sy kno,,•1- build up a :.;oocl rcl0nl for the appeal. J denly nt.al;11ed, 1ha11k, IO 1-brv:ml and 
edge that the Federal weed law was a hml to 1cs1 if} 1ha1 I didn' t ;ipply lor the Laredo, to a curio11~ p lace of notoriety 
b izarre mom1rosi1y from tlw IJu re.1unal- t:ix sl,i lll)' LeLame J knew f wouldn't get somewhere he1wc1:11 Christine Keeler and 
ic Ma11dpoi111 a 11cl u 11com1i111t i1111al from it and rurthcr knew lhat J would be Che Gul'vara. 
the legal standpoint. Comen·ati\·e consti- inuimin.itin!!; myscll as ;1 gra" u,er. Aud The pro,pcct of ,e1·vi11g any substan-
111tion:1l sdiolar-. assul'lxl me tlul the I had 10 te,tify that I h;,d used p~ythc- tial pri,011 time h:1d 111·, ·er played any 
h'T:t" laws\ iolatcd the Fifth .\mcndmcm ddic drugs a, pan of Ill) religion. my part in m~ mytholo:.1y. I h:1d no inten­
(forhiddiug \CII i11uimination. in this <a'iC. profes.ion and my riglucom home t ile. tion of hccomini.: a m;irtyr. Sullering lor 
by bein~ lortcd to purchase a license ·1 wo medical authoritic, ;ffgut-d that grass 01lren w.is a had trip '.!1100 yt-ar, ago, ;111d 
for an ille:~-•I act), the Eighth Amend- was le,s hannful than akoliol. ,\ Hindu we ;u-e ,till tqing 10 undo that miserahle 
mclll (forl,idding: uud a nd 11111,sual pun- monk ,wore that I had hec11 initi;ncd 011 hlood-g11ilL mischief. No good cau,c. and 
ishmcn1) ;rml t he Ni111h Amendmcm the hank, o f the Ganges into a Hengali certainly 1101 our jolly crusade for kicks. 
(l{t1;1r;1111tcei ng personal frn-<lums 1111men- i,c11 that 11,ed ganga as a s:1<rame111al ;iid c:111 he hclpc'll hy that s:1domasorhistic 
1io11etl in the other amend menb). to nu:d iution . . \ ml a phow of me staml- d:mle we tall nwrtynlom. 

The o nly other person who wouldn·t ing in front of a go\'!~rnmcm-licen~d So the ilk•g;1l bw wouldn"1 get me. \\'c 
make a deal during the four momhs lh;H Cak1111a i.;-anga ,hop with a holy 111:111 w;1s would gt·t the illegal l;1w lirst. The ap-
1 w:1s in :llld out of Laredo wa.s a br;ish ,ubmittl'll a, C\'illcnt.e·, lO the p1111.lcmcnt pe;, l W,I\ turned o\·Cr to a deditated 
young hoot! from New:,rk. He <·oulcln't ol the clerk. Since the jury was hound to young 1ivil-lihertarian lawyn. Joel Fine,-. 
top the wx pica, st:ck prnl1atio11 and come in with a \'Crdict of guilty, p re- thcu 011 the l.1u1hy of the U1ti\ersi1y ol 
play it straight for li,·e years. "Arc you eluding courtroom me,mcri,111 a nd Cic- Te:-..ct~ law school. Finer struck oil i1110 a 
kidt ling;:- ,\ (( my frien<l3 :ll'e ex-com. ;\I y ero11ia11 foren , ic kats 011 111)' pan, my j u11glc o r vi~ionary tracts and 1heological 
o llicc is i11 a pool ha ll. How c.111 I wot k goah for t lll' trial i1~·1f were limited. I 111a n u'l r ip1, a111I C\·entually came up 
that 0 111 wi th a probat ion olhcer? .. I told decide1l that the logical .\IC)' was for me wilh a cla,,ic dcfen..c of psychedelic rcli-
him 10 make 110-isc, about appealing hi!> to II"}' to 111rn 011 the judge. to g-.:1 10 his giou-. frt•edom . . \ kw ~car~ 100 early. 
H'nlin, whith he di.I. On 1he day he w:i~ mind, to 1t•ad1 him somcthiug ;1bo11t the The 11ext !>lCp for me wa, 10 aut:pl 
ro go 10 trial. the GO\ ct 11mem dropped an anti M icnce of gening hii;h. the rau th:1t I had been rndclv ,11atd1cd 
:111 di:,rgc,. H i, ow11 lawyer ,hook his The monwnt of achk·,·emcnt <::nne 0111 ol 1e1iremelll :ind 10 tty ;o use the 
head and m11t1e1·ed di,apprO\'al. d1u-i11g my ,eumd day on 1he stand. ah,unlity al L1rcdo to my adv;mtage. 

There are llo1e11s of wrned-011 young whe11 the j111l1-c Jc;111cd 10w;ml me ;uu( \\'c li1-;mcd-rigl11ly- 1ha1 it would l,tke 
1,;irri,tcrs in Nl::w York. San francisco said. hy w:1y or cla1·ilicnio11. "\\'ha, you aho11 t three yea1s for tlw case 10 get 
an, l Los Angele,,, but in o ther p:1rh of arc s:1ying is that there :ire SC\'Cr:1I lc,els tu arnl m mc down lrom the Supreme 
the w11111ry :1111(. panirnlarly, in South- or co11,<·iu 11~11e,s a11d 1;,king dru!-,TS is like Coun. So I had s0111e :IU or ·IO 1110111hs to 
cm honkr towu,-,, forget it. I am willing going up in ;111 dev;11or. Dilh.-n •n t drugs pitd1 my~clf bac:k into the ht.'tlonic rc\'0-
10 tc!>tify umll·r oath that in the state of 1akc yon to different lloors. h that iii-" h11io11, W 011n: a:.;ain take up ,,·h;n I now 
l"cxas in I !lG.",. then: was 110 u ·imi11;1I "Thank you, ) 'otff Honor. That is pre- saw ;1s a grand nationwide psyd•olo~i• al 

lawyer of rqm1e who would vigornusly ciscly what I was trying 10 :,.1y." :ind political cxpcrimelll. 
light LO keep A111erica 1,TJ·een. At the end of the trial, when the door 

Fur two mo111hs, I phoned and per- to the .iury room closed, oue of my 
sonally imcrviewcd Texas lawyers who Laredo lawyers glanced at his watch in a 

The experimen t, which had ,tarted 
at H arvard i n 1961, would detem1in<· 
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b eing conclncted by the Dcfe n ,e 

Dt:p.n 11m::m: 
ly in hi~ home h as e 11g agcd in se, e ra l 

_em_Ei._!:ically if pS)<hctlc lic drug~ could 

br ing a l,0111 ~tlllJOiietl '()(l('ty. Fifr­

thc 1c, 1 to wo1I.. 10 ptovc ;111) 1hi11g, my 

~.,mplc ol ,ubjt'< I\ h .111 to r u n i1110 the 

m illio n~. The 1imc limi1 o n it would be 
Thi, may M)t111cl like stic nce fic1 ion , 

but Ruscma1 y :111d l and o ur Ii ic nds 

J1.11e bt t·n li1i11;., i n a \\l in l "-i h \\0t ld 

for st:1c 1al } e:11,. l he po i11t i~ liii~: )11 

the politics o f the nen<Hh •},tun. the 

10 11cJ1>10 11e o f f1etd o111 i) ~ ll -,11l111111i, 11a­

tio n. My 0\111 mode,1 l01111ih 11tio11 to the 

f1ce SO<. ic:t y to come wa, 10 pe rsuad e 1hc 

)'01111gMcr s who will be I u11 11 i11g 1l1 i11;.;, in 

.'.WU! th., t they should i11s1i 11l ti, cl} dis­

tnt)l a 11d rej<.u a n ) G O\ crnmc 111al wn­

uol o f m iu d 1h 11:.;, .11,tl !tarn, 0 11 their 

0\1 11, the <.0tnp le, i1ic, of x·ll-dircu ed re­

to11d i1io ni11g. l he , 1.,11,l.11 tl liberal dichc 

about ps)c.loeddic dt 11;.:, i, th.11 thc:y 

should cen.1i11ly IJ<· <011u o llc tl h ) the 

C.men1111e11t but ,l\ ,oil;oble to a111ho1·i,cJ, 

rcsp o"'ih lt:, ~•ious-mindcd, co1"tic 11-

tio u, , c.0111pe1e11t rt:~ca1 <.lttT>. Jn Ill) li­

i,ion ~ o f t he f11 111re , just Mich a pfau~ible 

p ro,pctt lx:rnmcs the u ltinu te h o 11or . 

T he l."t per\011 I w.11u w nuo lling d1 11gs 

that can ch ange m y mind h a M:rio us 

C o, crnme nt lt:ic 11ti, t. ·1 ht: 0 11lr pc1·5011s 

who i,h o uld conuol the chem icals that 

1hc d ;t) o f 1hc S11p1em c Court ,e, dirt. 

ll) the rime the d cci~io n c:1mc dm,·11, 

e ither the ,ociet\ would be rcrnn<l itioncd 

o r i t wo11lt1n·1.· H i1 w.1,11't-if '>Ociety 

h :1dn't cha nged , i;;11ifi t :1111h in t ioc tl i-

1e<1io 11 o f p lea'!n c ft ccdom b) l !lfi11-

1ltc11 m y o wn fa·<•do m would be 101 lci1cd. 

Ro\Cm,11} ;111d I would , pc1HI the , e,t of 

o u r li\c:- in j;1il o r in ex ik. 

I mmt co11le~~ th.11 I h ,ul cen.1in co n-

1inual 111i,gh ini.;l ,1l,o u1 Ill) Ill,, p1clcs­

>ional d utie,. B, t he e ml o l th<: fi,,1 )t·ar 

lollowing 1he ,IIICll, 1 l1a<I become a 

110 10 1 iou, :111d noh) agita tor for the J l\O­

Ju1io 11, ,, h ich ,,.is g.11ht1·i11g mom t.:11111111 

in all q 11.11tc1~ \1ht1c )01111g p(:oplc: p ut 

thcir h ead ,. \ e t l ;1111, b ) 11a 1ure, .1 , l.cp-

1ic.il, i10 11ic. inno,pcctiH. pu '>On ,,i1h ., 

s1rong ~t me of C.eltic dig 11i1y. 1 lue 1 

,,as, a s<holatly tt-e;11the 1 ltom f-l.11 1.,n l 

w i1h ;;r:" i11g ~ide1Ju 111~ ;mt! two t(:e nai:;e 

chiltl1 c11, ~i11i11g IJ.11cfo01 :i11d heUowu ed 

on a ~1tol,c-li1 •1:1ge. a110111pa11itd by 

sitar and 1,1/;/a :md 11rgi11g :011 :1111 lic11ce 

of ~c,er ., J thom ;1rnl th1a1<:1;.:ou s 10 ··slid e 

to&e tltt:r in m o lt:uile e mbr;1c.e.'" 

cha1tg t' ) Our lte.111 :11 e )OU a nti }Our gill. 

I CI O I ii I j l 111, II } , I criurts;--J fl-On~( Off, -­

he ha~ rn1111ccted him-.clf to :111 umle1 -

g1ou11cl of ;.:cn : le colfal>orators. T u rnin~ 

0 11 ;u110111:11 ic:illy m akes 1hc rnp s a nd the 

,1,lll ~(Jiff Jl(Hl CUIOIS, a poi111 no t lo be 

01uloul.ul tl11,<: d,1\,. 1d1u1 th e ohl-~t) le 

appc,b 10 Mir up tht· tlm, nuod tkn no 

lo11gu llll i t. \\ 11;11 ,,ouldn 't f...1rl ) f,1rx 

h;I\ (' g11en lor a 111c1hutl A11,1r:1111ee,I to 

COII\CII ,5 J>llll ll l o l 1hc ;11 i,100 .,1ic ,111-

dt.111 lirnl) o l '11. Jln1:1 •b111g ll11iH·1~i1 : 

into olijct h ol h :11 .,, smc-nr b) tJ1c h.11ul 

Co,,.,c l.,? 

liuL the ;.;re.11e,t 1e1<1l111io 11aq impact 

o f rite Jl":<h<. .. lel ic .10 i, thh: T he drug 

it ,<·ll lil><:r.11e, .11111 :111;11tl1i, c, )0111" nerv-

011, ':'•1·111. I '11lil.e rhe pi(l.eo ,ig11 or the 

tlr.,lt t.trtl , rite 1h 111-; ' '"J>l'l1th exactly 

1h," c "lli,oll) co11, li1 io nt d 1ellc:-.e , t ha1 

tic )Ou lO 1l1e , ewa11ls :111d p1111i,l1111c 111\ 

of t he ,1;.;i11;.; ' }'lem )OIi 1,:1111 to mer­

tl110,,·. l 11n1111g 0 11 i, a u 0111111011, 1h 1e.1t 

to ;Ill) ' ~ i.ol ,,,1e m. 11 lc,ttls 10 the 

smiling , h o pout. You 110 Jo11ge1 bother 

10 fight the o ltl ')'lem. \'0 11 jmt l>l,11 t 

Ji, i11g in t he old societ) in a ne w, ~mil­

iug, w n~p it.1101 i.d ~, , le. 

\\ hen I would fa il 10 .1ppt Cli:11e this 

f:tintl v ricliculou s si1u.uio 11, 111, flit 11ds 

wo11l1l b e 1p1ick 10 i t.mind m e. i Jtmlm­

ber siuing . p rofuse!) m,uk up, 1111,lc r t he 

lloo11lighb of a l lo ll )'\Ood ,111tlio, Ji,w11-

mg to Dtlk A lpc11 ':, 1J11iui1;1l, disapp1 m ·­

ing <1ucs1ion, '"Timo thy. wh) :01(' ) OIi 

doing this?" I could 0 11I) i t pl), .. \\'ell, 

Profc~r. I'd be ddig lued to ha,e ) OU 

1.,ke my place." 

.-\ 1;0Ji1ica l :,t1 .11egl im oh ing nuno­

logical ch;m At s m.,y St(:lll 1:11lic;1). but 

)Ou 'd bc 11er ;.;n u-.<:tl to tha t itle.,. I( 

dw g~ d 1:111;.;e 111i1ul,,......a111I th e) tlo--ho w 

long will it bt lxlo11 ,1 10 1.ili1:11 i:111 s1a1c 

n o t th t: lea,1 hit i 111c1ts1c,I in lt ted om 

anti plt·:1, 111 e init i.,1n , c><,n t hc, \\ h t1c 

the mint! d un;.;in:, , hug:, ,11< nut ,dl­

:idministl I l& I II I !Iii:!. ' '<' den ly s:1w 

1hat co 111to l o l 111i111 l-d 1.111gi11;.; thugs 

1m uld Ix: the l q politic.ol b'loe in to­

mo n o " \ \Otiel} - L ike, for i1h 1a11ce: 

Ill Lt:\I UEK :!',, 

0. C .: IOI' ~I ( kVI 

A ll\l t i.. t, I KA I t lkS. 

1!1, !l, \I " IIIXCI ON, 

'.\I[ \lo I O \l IIOOL 

St II Jrct : Kf\'1~1:0 

DO\\C£ Kl ( t >\i'IJ ,on ,u,, I OK ~ouo-

1'11 ~K'.\t A1 o t I >1.11 \ I. AllUI 11\'l:.S T O 

l,<.:lloot. l,l :\( I II 5. 

I. J ht M;11 ul.11d do•.,gc for thittl­

g r:odc s11ult-11i,, i, d1a11ged to 30 mg. 

o f l111!11,11 i11. 

:! T h1. ;ulcli1io 11 of :1111i-rn11H p-

1io11.1l, ;11111 .1111i-aphtodi,i:11 , " ill 

110" 10111mu1t1: in ti,, t:ighth g1.11le. 

:l. l ' 11u.-0p< J.11i1c Mmlu11s fi om 

t;i:ulc, 0 11e t•> ,e,e11 \\ ill 1<.ce h e 50 

mg . o l Du<ili11 tl;1ily. 

•I. Do,:ogn ol I 111c lligcn and con­

t'l1111 ,11io11ob will r e111.1i11 the !-.1me, 

pending 1c~ulu of 011gui11g , c~t;n ch 

O ur educ.;11io 11.ol c 1mpa ig 11 to p1oscl}t­

iie thi, n ew p olitical m e".,ge was elkc-

1i1 c e nough to c,,pmre the im.1gi11a1io 11 

o f a 1:irgt: p erce nt.oge of o ur )Outh and, 

by 1 !ltiti, lO Mimul;ue an e n raged bacl..­

la,h f rom the cu, 1odi:111, o l the t,tab-

foiled 01 der. , \111i-p>} <.hede lic-dmg laws 

were: ltun itdly p ,med and t he police of­

le 1hilc t ,<.al;ott.:tl . L. ll. J. h itm c U :,dd ctl 

• , mclul d:otum t o o ur lilts when h e took 

the time in hi, l !l(i:::i ~rare o f the U n ion 

m c:-,-..,gc to d e 110 11111e Ll,O b ) llallle ,1s 

o ue o l t ht: 111:111) c1 ii lu n e, ,u1ro1111tli11g 

the 110 11-c ol \\"h ite. 

l h e 1.tw, ;11111 th e P r~idc ntial de1111 11-

datiu11 ple;o,cd me e n o1mo 11:,ly. The more 

illt:g.il iL w:o, 10 t urn 011, the lta ppic 1· J 

be <.;1111e. 1 he drt:1111 o f :Oil) 1e, ·o luiio 11ary 

il w h 11d a n ux le o l c.l1.111ge that h ' ) 111-

holi<-.oll} cllt:uile a ncl p ,~cltolo;;i1.,lly 

(0111.1gio11,. l'it kcting? De mo n"' al io n,? 

.\l.1n l1e,;. Sit-im;. !>elf-i111111o latio 11,? I fun­

.~tr ,1ril.c,;. L in I bu111i11i;,? O ltl , 11111 ! 

!>11d 1 l.,mili:or 1uol111 io11.11) 1uh1111p1t, 

h ,l\·e l)(.'<Ullle , cpc1 it io11., .111d ,1.ile . 1 h e 

1111th o l the n 1:111e r i, tlt:it 1111 ning- 0 11 

\\ilh 1//q~,i/ l"ithctlclic d rug-. i, the mo<t 

J>owt·t lul re, o lut io n :iry tethni1111c C\'cr 

dc1elopcd. .'.\"t111o logil.1I anarchy, a nd 

1101hi11~ Jt:.,,! liy Hlli(j, the tal. i11g o f .1 

l") d ictlclit dt ug in the U 11itc1I '>1 a1c,, 

\\e,1u II f111 o p e, R 11,,i,1 ,IIJd e, e n Cul>., 

h:,tl lit'1n111c a s11IJ,•e1, i1c poli1i1;ol act 

d i1t·1 red :og;,imt t l1c :ul11h C•ta hli..Jm1c111. 

.\11, J)(.1-.011 who l1 ;0, 111n1c,I 0 11 in t ltc 

P•"l lt-w )C;11 , ha, h .111 to ,.,~ 10 him-.elf 

:inti implicit I ) to ( ltai1111.111 \Jao '\i,u11-

h o,~gi11, Cle.: "1 1e jC(t (:me1 111111·111a l 

co1111ol o f m y he;itl .,nd 111) p le.1, 11rc." 

1 he ,lmc1.1ilul jo int o l 111,orij11 .111:1 .111tl 

the , lc1omli1 io11i11g.,11g:11 cubt· be<om<· the 

uh i111:11c i11, 11 n111c111~ o l pol i1 ic:ol d 1.111gc. 

T h <> <poict prmc,t .mt turning 011 il lt.:g.,1-

A, thb soti;,I 111111:01 io11 ,1;or1ctl to man­

ik,1 ih elf, the h at:l\,ing m mde o f the 

law mmed to ,top the c:-.pe r ime 111 in 

general ;o111I our .1tth i1ie, in p:11 1i1 11l.er. 

The Iii , 1 poli< e I aid 011 ) I ill brook, in 

.-\p1il l !lliti. 11111 ocl11ccd m 10 '.?-I hootctl. 

h t'lmetctl anti anned dep111ie,. who en ­

tered o ur bedroom~ :11 S:111111by rn itl-

11igl.1. II wa, die cla" ic ,111p1i-.c ima,ion 

~o l;1111iliar to no 11c.011fo1 m ing R u,sian~ • 

f1111-Jmi11;.; Grt:ek, anti fo c:c C:1c1h ,. X ow 

it i , lta p pe11i11g he,e in the co llc;.;c do r­

mi10 1 ie, aud :rntth g h e110,. I he 11ew 

1c:1r 11r. A1t}01tc \\h o h:"1i"1 faced the 

1h1e.11 o l a 11ii;h1 raid IH the tho ught 

p ol ic.e h.,~ htc n cheated of one o f t he 

;111rloe 111ic. d a,,i1 e:-xp c1 ie 11c~ o l our e1.1. 

The , :,id 011 .\lilllnool; a nd the fi, e-ho u r 

1.111, .11ki11g ol be:tl1uo111s ,, as jmt 1h1. 

bt~ i1111i11g o l 0111 1, ,1i11g. 

'.\ c-..1 , t,fftt:d ., g1.111d -jm) i111c,1ig.n io11 

of 0 111 ho me lite . . -\II o f the mcmli<:1, o l 

o ur l01111111111c, i11d1uling tc ll•)<·:o i--olt l 

tl1ild 1c·11, IH"IC ~11bpoenaed and 111ge1I 

1111,l(:1 1111 c:11 o f j.,il to ta lk a bo m o ur 

tlo m n1 ic ,1 11:,ii-. \\"loo sleep~ with whom? 

\\'ho 1;11.e, 1lope~ R o.e111ar y rc-£11,ed, 

1ightt·o11,h, <111 the g101111tl, t ha t the 

<Loil) Jilc o l hu l.1111ily a n d the ,pit i111:ol 

p1:u 1i1e, o f l1c1 w1eligio11i,1s ,,c1c 110 

bu,i 11e" of D i,11 i<t . \ 11u1 nc, R o,c11lil;111. 

Site tlitl ., 11101111, in j.,i l lo t 1hi,. 

T hen 1l1e 10 11, 1 ing and har;h , ing 0 11 

11,c , 11 ce1\ :111d h igll\, ,t),. \1.111, pt·ople 

<lo 11111 l.11ow 111:11 to :, l.11gc !-,• 1111p o ( 

.-\111e11(,llh , dot: ,11cei.. ,IIC lllh,olc •• , 110 

man \ l;111tl 11:111111e,I i1110 o n h ;11 1he 

1 i,I. 11( h .1 r.1"111t·111. .\ ntl llot j11,t in t he 

i-:he1 to . .-\\ )Oil 1h iH' .1101111d '>0 111 hu 11 

C :o li lo111i;1 . )Oil will 1101itc.· po li<t' ,.,rs 

l'\CI pd1u c. OIJ\tl\ t ,d10 i, lit i11g )lo ppu l. 

Kup ., 1.oll). N inl· 0 111 o l 1t11 :nc. bl:td,s, 

.\ lc,it a11~ or l011g-h:1i1e tl kid~. \\' h e n 



·we'd dri,•e from i\fillbrook to New York, 
it became a g.une. How many miles be­
fore we'd he slopped? 

This has been another itl\'aluablc edu­
cational experience. For four years, we 
h ,n·e had the privilege of sharing, in a 
small wav, the alert, a nim:,l ,,cnsit idty or 
the ,\mc,rican hlad. man, the frcedom­
lovin~ C1ech, the Jew in Germa n y. The 
constant aw.areness that the armed agents 
o f your uptight, w:u·like state are hunting 
)'OIi. 

Then came the blockades around the 
i\f ill brook C<.tate. For mo nths. anyone 
leaving our ;4To111Hls was likely to be 
stopped a111l bustell. 

Then there's the exquisitely complex 
social dilemma prn·\'ided by the presence 
of unknown informers in vour house. 
Only after the ,-earch-war ra;lt affidavits 
a re made public do you know which of 
the smiling faces around your dining 
table last summer wets the police spy. 
Then the lectures schetluled by the stu­
dent bodie~ aud canrelcd by the adminis­
trations, .'\ml the police tails. And more 
raids. The sma~hing of our door by 
officer" with John Doe warrants, seeking 
nonexistent tee nag:e run:aways. The in­
ce'lsant demands for bail and for funds 
for our overworked, romed-out-of-bcd-at­
mid11ight lawyers. 

The saddest thing was the dropping 
away of old friends who were aue111p1ing 
to maintain conditioned reward-punish­
ment 1pmcs in the form of respo11sible 
jobs. They ,,·ere posed with tl'icky moral 
dilemmas. If they came to visit us. they 
were in danger of being stopped and 
searched, of he ing caught in a raid, 0£ 
geuin~ 1heir 11a mes on a list. 

Gradu:dlv. month bv mon1h, we found 
oun.eh-rs s1>ending n;ore ancl more of 
our time with spiritual outlaws and 
psychedelic crimin.ds. ;111d less and less 
time with eYen grass-smoking straights. 
'"'e hardlv see :111vone 1he'\C davs who has 
not heen ;,rrcs1ed,for poli1ical ~.- spiritual 
crimes. This is ;1 u-ihal rellcx that always 
occurs in times of social change. It is not 
a conscious choice. 

,ve lost the trial at L:aredo and the 
second round in the Federal Co11n o[ 
Appeals. J\lceting in New Orleans on 
Octoher 14, 1967, the Fifth Circuit Court 
upheld tlte 30-yea,· rap ;1111I ,·ejected our 
claim tha t the rigi1t to get high, to wor­
ship in the way th .11 got you highest, was 
g uaranwcd hy the Fir,t AmctHhnent. The 
11ext recoun,c was the Supreme Court­
highe, t in the land, we hoped. 

At thi~ poi111, the case was turned over 
to Rohen J. Ha(t, a securities lawyer 
known as the Vince Lombardi of \Vall 
Street. 1--1 i.~ inexpe1-ie11ce in constitutional 
law was matched hy the ;asset that he 
never loses. Yet the case looked like a 
long shot. The S upreme Court grants 
certiorari in lcs.\ than one perccm of the 
appeals to it. The 1: irst Amendment. 1·cli-

!18 gious defense seemed more and more 

lyscrg'ic. nut just at the time that H aft 
was preparing his hrief, fortune present­
ed us with a gift. The Fede ral Gambling 
Tax- which required illegal bookies to 
purchase a S~5 gamhling-tax stamp- was 
held hy the Supreme Court to l'iolatc the 
Fifth Amendmcn1. The h:1rassed gamhlcr 
w:,s clearly hei11g- forced hy law to buy a 
lice nse 10 perform ;111 11111:iwful act and 
tl111s, among o ther things, ma rk himsel{ 
as a pigeon for the police. Self-incrimina­
tion. 

Therefore. reasoned my lawyer, the 
mari juana tax must also be nnconstitu­
tion;;I. From the ,ta11<lpoint of the con­
scicntio11s swmp collector , marijuana is a 
heads-I-win. tails-you-lose gambling- g:ime 
nlll by the Feds. Aga in, you are being 
punished for foiling to purchase a feder­
al tax st;,mp that wo11ld put your name 
on retord as one who intends to commit 
a fe lony acconlin~ to the law of your 
state. (I n Nonh Dakoca. for example, 
you could gc1 9!1 years for trying to use 
yo1u- Federal g-r;ass-tax stamp.) The bi-
7,,rrc Treasury Dcpanment machin,uions 
of 1!13i, prohihiting marijuana under the 
g uise of a re,·cnue law, were finally com­
inl!; under 1~11io11al judicial re,·iew. 

On :'\lay i . 1%8. in \\'ashinJ!;toll, D. C., 
the highest Court granted certiorari in 
Lem')' vs. the U.S. r.m" •,·11111£' "/· It agreed 
to hear arg11me111s hoth on the Fifth 
Amendment issue-the l~~ality o f the 
marijuan:1 tax-and on our ar.~ument 
that the (;o,·e rnme111 is wrong in its 
a utomacir presumption that any grass 
seized in the United States w:,s ~mn~~led. 
Much to our di,appointmen1, our d a ims 
that the First .\mendmcnt pro1ects the 
rig-111 IO use drngs in religious 1n-:1c1ic.e­
a\ s:icramental :,ids to prayer , meditation 
and highe r union-,\'(' re re fused a hearing. 

011 Oecemher 12. l !l6S, again in \Vash­
ing ton, the app<·al wa, a ri:;ued before the 
Supreme Cou.-i. The GO\·ernmen t had a 
had dav. Boh H.1r1 and his assistants 
came 01;t smiling_ "Nine to nothing. , ,ve 
think we shut them out." 

Roscma11• ,rnd I rcLired to our desert 
mountain retreat and ~iarted \\'aiting out 
the dedsion. We Ii,·ed in an 18-foot 
Sioux tepee, with Cheye1111e smoke llaps 
made o[ s;ai lc-loth translucent to the 
moonlight. ,ve w:nched the stars very 
cll'dully e,·e ry night. planted seeds, 
milked the cows ;ind stayed high. 

E,·ery i\Jonday morning at nine o'clock 
Pacific time (tradi tionally, the time for 
Supreme Court decisions), I'd walk down 
to the nearest brother's house ;uul listen 
to the news on a b:1t1ery-0peratecl radio. 
\ Vhcn the weekly decisio ns were reported, 
I'd walk back to the tepee. 

'"\Veil, we've been given another 
" ·eek." 

Ami then we'd stay high for the next 
seven days. 

i\ lay l!J, 1969, was a sunny day, with 
bees buuing a nd apple-blossom pollen 
scenting the mountain air. 

\\'e looked down the valky and saw 

two city sedans approaching. The road 
10 the ranch is lch dcliber.11dy rough. to 
discour.1ge city Yisitors. All mountain 
people know that city cars bring nothing 
but trouble. 

··no , ·ou think it's a bust?" 
, ve ~,•atd 1ctl with p:,gan w;arincss as 

the white men in ~hon hair and busi111:ss 
suits picked their way up tl,c hill. 

They were friendly. ARC and i\:BC­
TV. This was the fi rst :\londay morning 
in months that I had not listened to the 
news. "The Supreme Coun h;as cut you 
loose. Unanimous decision. The Federal 
ma.-ijuana prohibitio11 is repealed." 

Rosemary and I a,kcd the 11e,,·sme11 to 
make themseln ·s a t home 0 11 1hc grassy 
hillside and we joined our tribal brothers 
in the tepee and kit, Oh, lt11f>fJY d11y. 

Then Rosemary and I were arrani4ed 
in good c.;uncra angle of the te pee and 
were interviewed hy the nct,rnrks. 

"How do you feel?" 
"High and happy for oursch·es and for 

the thousands ol youu~ people who are 
impriso11ed for psychedelic crimes," 

"\\/hat is your estima te of the number 
of people now in ja il for marijuana 
possession?" 

"111 the state o r California alone, fifty 
tho usand kids \\' ill be arrested this year 
for psyc.hcdclic-drug poss(·ssion." 

"\ Vh:11 are you goi11g to do about it?" 
" Ru11 for the highest ollicc in the state. 

Plc;asure is now ;1 politic.ii i~ ue." 
"'Vh;1t are you going to do when 

you're go, er11or?" 
"As little as possible. The state is best 

governed which is lease go,·erned:'' 
" ' Vhat are you going to do about 

studem protests:-" 
" Tuna all state collep;es and universi­

ties back 10 pri,·ate enterprise. The state 
has no husines., supporting o r interrering 
in Lrade-union i,qua bblcs among students 
and profC!>sors." 

"'\'ill it be a grass-roots campaign?" 
"You' re hired as spt:Cclnniter." 
"''\'hat a botu crime:"' 
"The re i, o nlv 011e crime, and that is 

v iolcntc to anotlicr £ reature. The violent 
should be t herapcutically isol.11cd. .-\II 
other illegal behaviors fall under two 
heading,: linantia l dishonesty and dif­
ferences in moral prclcrenccs. The su1e 
c11111ot leg islate or foi-cibly enforce laws 
abom mora l differences. And linancial 
crimin:als ,hould be offered the chance to 
amid prison and p;1y off the ir dishonest 
gamble. \Ve arc also going to eliminate 
taxes fo r the sober, industrious, con,·cn­
tional person." 

" Eliminate t;cxesl \Vhat have you 
been ,moking?" 

"\Vc'll ins1i1111e a thousand-dollar-a-year 
license fee for .iny acti1·i1y th;11 is comid­
ercd to be unhealthy, a,;ocial, frivolous. 
To he ~pccific, the following actions ,,·ill 
he legal in California upon payment 
of the .umual Frivolity Tax: ahonion, 
divon·c, bigamy, drinking ha rd liquor 
(beer aml wine become tax-free), gun 
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p<w,es)iou, killi11~ lish for spon, fri,olous 

p111d1asc of a IIC'\\ sm~~-producing err 

more oht'n than once eH'r) fi,e }e;1r) 

(cliuo sm~ -procluci11:,: motor hoah) ,11"1 

)mokiug m:11ij11,r11a or nicotine tig.n cues 

(tig.irs and pi pcs arc tax-free). The fol­

Jowi 11~ ani\·itie<. will be ;I\ ail.rbk 10 

liH'IIS\.' holder, in n 'l>1r ic1ctl :rre,1) ;r11tl 

neighborhoods: pro,titution, g:rmblini;. 

puhlic nmlity, hommo.ual courting and 

1 he 11:,c o r LSD a11d heroin." 

" \\'hat" i ll ~011 do 101 the bl.rtk,?" 

" :\lainly )?;Ct the white, rewanlcd. high, 

h;rpp,. health} .,ml oil the bl,ttk'!> ha<..k." 

" \\'h:it <lo }OIi w;rnt 1x>ople to do fot 

}Olli' tampaig 11~" 
"Ro..cm.11 y ha, ,omt· up with our fu !>t 

politit:al )logan . C11111t· /tJgt'll1t·r, 10111 the ""' ,,._ .. 
fhc Supreme C.0111 t dcci,io n did mm·c 

thau l:11111th my politic1I carc<·r, o r 

<011r,c. It ;1lso mc.1111 that Co11g-r t'.\\ will 

now ha,·e to come up with a whole new 

M"I of m,u-i j11a11.1 la\\, if it \\',lllls to 

n .--gulatc our h.1ppi11t~:111d it )t1rcl} 

do<',. The Nixo11 .\ , lminis1r.1t ion ha~ a l­

rca,h cmered the held. with a law that 

da),ihe) m:1rij11an., :nul LSI) wi,h heroin 

.md that ma kts ,~'>l.~,ion ol .111y o f 

1hc111. C\'CII wi1ho111 illl<'.lll to sell. ))1111• 

i,h.1ble by impriso11mc11t for 1101 lc-.s 

1ha11 two ~t·,11, uor llll)re 1h.111 ten :nul l 

or a f111c of not mrne I han :-.'.!0 .0110. The 

law a l!>O i11cludn .1 lll':tl. p:oter11ly 1111<.on­

\ titutional prO\ i~io11 10 the dkct that 

;111y cop tan h11\t into ~0111 p:od to get 

1111' ,tulf \\ ithout .1 -.c;:;11ch wan.1111. 

O11e c. :111 only hope that lihe1 al po liti 

tians will cou11u·r wi1h bill, ' lx.'t.iht:111} 

;1llowi11g po ... ,e).,io11 of itras,. Ri~ht, :-.C11;1-

1or :\ltC,o, l'nlt R i:;ht, Sc11ator Cra11-

, 1011? l11 an) tase. 1hc1e will be hc:irini-;) 

aml lohh) in~. 1 hc--c sho uld be ;1tw111pa-

11ic1I 1,y ,mokc-111,- 1x.,1cc:1hlc, joll) 0 111-

tloor g:1thni11gs. The Gallup Poll will 

u:n.1i11ly join the fun. T he 11:i1io11widc 

,;11npli11g~ will ~how thaL .'ill ptTLl. lll of 

the .\meric:in public think, the weed l.,w 

,hould he toni;hent·tl. (" ll .1 11i.;i 11~\ 100 

good for dope :uldius.") .\11d ha lf writ 

want the new l:l\n Jihcrali,e,l. :',;ir1ct\' 

pt•tcent o f those on•r jO will be ,Jiowi'1 

111 \'otc nu o n gra,~. hut !IO percent or 

tho,c between lj ,111<1 30 (come 0 11, 

Ct·orgc, you°\c i;ot 10 include the tccn y­

hopp<'r~ in your mn cy) will \'Ole .\i on 

tea . .Sixt~ pcrcem ol ,,·hi1c.•, will , otc 110, 

80 pen-cm of hla, h, browns :111<1 red­

ski1h will ,01c to llffll on. C:c11.ai11h , 1110,t 

or ( ;t•n<' :\lcCanhy·, w11,1i111c11q ~;111 he 

ra llied lO the hemp c:1mp. 
It i, a n intc1t--.ti11K d1.11atte1b1ic or 

1h-1110n-a1ic pendulum politic., 1h;,1 .1~ 

soou as an i..sue mo, cs from the ) late ol 

u11111c11 t io11ablc taboo ;111d ;111ai11, the ,t,1-

rns o f a deba1:1hlc dillcrencc of o pi11io11 

-that i,. a ~ 'IOOn .1s it 1110, e, to the 

h11mpt·1·-,titkcr s1:11,;e- i1s ne11111al :,oti,11 

au:cpt:111<.c is .1mu-cd. In the pa,1 :m )Car, . 

wc ha, c ..:c.•11 the white :111i1udc towanl 

:'\t·i;r illldt• break away from µ;enera l ton­

de'><.cmion-thc condition 1lf hl.1<.knc" 

wa\ almo,t 1111i,·crs,illy thought to he a 

d.11k c,olution,ff)' trait- to a whole «al­

a"y o f rnpomcs. (' \ly God. whil; l 

wa,11 't looking, m y si,tcr tlir/ 111:11 n · one!") 

Sc,11.1I bcha,·ior a nd por110h'l~tph) ha, e 

~imilarly lo,t the aura ol hu,hed dq,.-;1, -

it, ;11111 become 111.iul'r, o f ta,te. R<·<.cntl\', 

we h;I\C \CCII the cclibaC) or prie,I\ he 

come dl'h.,1cil h~ Catholic,. The idea of' 

pari,h cm a1c-, happily a nd rii,:h1co11,h 

balling- their wi\'c, .d1er S:it11nl.1y-11i~ht 

co nfe,sion,, a notion ur11hi11kahle II\ c 
ycan ago, is now c111h m ia,tically di ... 

cu~-.cd h, )0t111g '>Cminatian, ;11111 b y 

C:ttholit:, :1likc. 
.\ tahoo ddemkd hy the aging anti 

u nder ,kt pti<.al auac.k hy ymmg\le1, h.1s 

li1tle ch:mte of ,uni, in )!;. I II a demo, r.1• 

cy. that is. I m.1kc thl· Ila, ptt'<liuio11 1h.11 

the Dcm0< 1a1ic )'art} w m c1uion in 1!17:! 

(if )Ou r.1 11 consider that u11111er11io 11abk 

inc, itahilit)) will ,lch,11c .111d ,01c o n 

propo,ab to Icµ;ali,c 111;1riJ11:tna.. 

Of 1hc mam propo\Cd p l,1m to Cflntrol 

;1nd di,1rih111c p,}chctlclic ,lrug,, ther<' i, 

one 1h;11 n.·t:om111c11<h it'><:lr hy it, Spartan 

,implicity a nd economy. L, cry .\mer ic.111 

citi,en will h1· a llowed 10 gro" c nou~h 

gras~ 10 \11pply the e rolit-,piri111:1l n<"cd, 

of him,elf :11111 hi\ f.11n ily. \'011 won·, he 

:illow{'d ro tran,pon it or ,c.:11 i1, hut }Ou 

\\i ll be :1blc to !,'TO\\ you r ow11. Cod 11111,1 

h.1,·c had thi~ in 111i11cl when He m;11k 

111.irijuana one of the h;nclint. mmt 1x:1 i­

pal(:tic 1•l.111ts 0 11 th is :;n c<'n pbn<.t .. \11} -

0 11c c:111 grow it in hi , o:ink11. ' I lw 0 111' 

p•ohlcm i, kn<.ing: mos7 :mimah ,ccm ,;, 

lo,e the wr-nl. Cit\' dweller, who ha,1 ., 

, iew 10 the ~1111 cat; harn-.t their window 

hoi..e,: c it) dwcllcr-s who tlou' t h:l\·c ,Ill) 

,un light will prefer whi,kcy anyway. 

l'cyotl', the hard} de-.c·rt c;1<.111,. will 

hcconu: legal ;111<I popnl.tr. (Soph i,t it al­

ed acidhc:ul~ arc .1h·e;ul ,· ,witching 10 

1his. pure, 11,1111,al herb o f the lndia11,.) 

L'iD? .\ 11yone dc~iring 10 lake the hig 

miml-blowing t rip will oh tain .r end 

c11ti tli11~ him to p11rd1a,c a do..c each 

\,eck o r 'ia111lo, Blue or Ow,IC\ \\'hi1t· 

Lig-htni11!( from hi~ local drng-µ;i,1. If he 

,houts 100 lo111llv in the ~•rcct a hout Cod 

:111d Im c. take hi, c.1nl aw.,, from him. 

Sure, there'll he !>Ome p1oblcms. Some 

people will take 100 much :rnd mos.t 

peo ple won't take enough. Fooh will 

w11ti1111c rn he rooli,h a11d the 11p1i~h1 

will co111in11c 10 won-~. \ 11<1 jc1--.ct con 

noi, ,cur, will demand ,pc, i.il imported 

;11111 dm11c,1ic lnanth. In ;111v C:l\C, if this 

bill pa-.,t•,. 1hc1 e will he le" :1bu\C an,I 

rclklc,, use o f LSO than there i~ right 

no,,·. In ,pitc or 1hc ann y of narcs and 

i11lonnc rs patrolling the c;11np11,c,, the 

new p1ohibi1io11 ha<,11't worked. :\fo re 

l.',I) i, hcing re le;1\Cd on the hlat k 111.rr­

kct c,·cn mo111h. Si, 11ew 1111dcrgro1111d 

bhora101 ie-; 1ha1 I know ahou1 ,, c1 c 

built in one three-week period h i' alchc­

mbts in the ,uhurh, of jmt one l.irHe 

;111tl swi11g ing tily. 
\1101hcr in1('rc,1i11g- ln ·-puxl11ct of re­

peal will he the de lightful discmeq hy 

millions of grass :.mokt·I\ 1ha1 what 

the\· h,l\'C come to lmc a11d lo\'C with h 

innedihl) low-q11ali1y weed. Friend:. who 

h.l\ e de,01cd their professional liH~ 10 

1he ,ubj1·c1 inform m that onh 0 11c in :1 

h undred pot ,mokers h.1, c; er ta,tcd 

hig-h-gr.ule. h ii;h-1 e,in hemp .. \ i;ener.1-

1 io11 of prohibilion kids hrought up 011 

1he limited plc,l\urc, o f the g-.,~om ecp1iv­

;ilent of ba1h111h gin will \mltlcnh di'< m­

er q11alit}'•(o111rolled, ho11ded, '.!O.'year-o ld 

rngnac. 
Someday. I am ,ure. 1hc political 

haulc:. \\ill he won hc1c in Calilorni.1 

anti in \\':l'hing-ton. 1 hen Ro..e111:ir) :111<1 

I will Ix: :1blc 10 pa<.k the ,a111e blue ,1.1-

tio n w;,gon (we had 10 bn, it from the 

re ntal ~1ge 11cy after it, ye;1r in the Laredo 

l;;0\'Cnlment g,nagc) and hc;nl hack to 

the la nd of hemp and ho ney fro n1 

whence we were so nulc:ly tlc101irt·ll. 
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