
EDITORIAL 

1 T is back in the early days of 
the 19th century. There is 

Thomas Jefferson, the President, 
with some of his advisers. They 
all stand around a desk, looking 
down at a bit of paper. Jefferson 
8hakes his head sadly. "Well, I 
thought it was a good idea,'' he 
. ays, "but the tape ~ays no. 
Therefore tell the French minis
ter that we will not purchase the 
Louisiana Territory, after all." 

This little scene came unbid
den into my mind recently when 
I read a news story to the ef
fect that the Department of De
fense appropriated $100,000 with 

·hich to kick around the possi
bilities of building a computer 
that could Jay dov.--n guidelines 
for national and international 
policy. A team of s ientista
after reading up on strategy, 
world politics, international fi
nance, and-I quote the team's 
leader-"tbat sort of thing,'' 
programmed a compu er with 
30,000 bits of information to en
able it to simulate relations 
amoo1r the major power blocs un
der any given set of circum-
tances. Eventual object: w tell 

nation's leaders possible conse-

quences of particular policies. 
No doubt the scientists in

volved are well aware that this is 
all experimental, that the ma
chine wiU never be a predictor or 
purveyor of foreign policy, but 
rather a quick and handy second
guesser of alternative approach
es. Nevertheless, it is difficult to 
overestimate the yearning of 
some men to relieve themselves 
of the responsibilities for deci
sions, to be able to fob off onto 
other people-or things-the de
cision-making function. And, 
though it may be heresy to say so 
in these pages, I, for one, grow 
increasingly dubious of the "the
ory of probability" approach to 
the life and death of our civiliza
tion. The strategy of games 
reads nicely, and it may be fun 
to apply it to poker, or to theo
retical war. But when the lives 
of billions are at stake, I'd rather 
put my trust in the mind of man, 
rather than the mind of a prob
ability machine. 

The mjnd of man may not be 
as quick, nor as knowledgeable, 
nor as objective. 

But it la powered by a h~rt. 
N.L. 
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