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I:SNT rT? 
AN E-'Dl,0/i! IA L-

In recent years, we have seen the appearance in this 
count'ry of various "peace" groups, that is, groups which 
hLve lobbied for disarmament and for halting bomb test
ing. Motivation for these groups has been highly vari
able. Some of them have been offshoots of religious 
groups (the Quakers); others are composed of scientists 
who feel that their special background can help the cause 
of peace. T-hese groups have carried out their campaigns 
sailarly, by passing petitions, picketing, holding ral
lies, meetings, and seminars, and putting out phamphlets 
aD4 newspapers. 

Sov, peace groups are nothing new--they have existed 
at least as long as Ugh brained Oof with a piece of stone 
in front of a cave in the good old days. But rarely have 
such groups received so much publicity or study as today: 
it is alaost fashionable to belong to such a group. Some 
of these peace groups consist of iconoclasts or aere dis
si4ents of current society or policy; they owe their ex
istence not to the issues at stake, · which are of trei;.-,n .. 
4ous importance to the future of man on this planet, but 
to aere 41ssatisfaction with one or another aspect of 
ourreat life. I haTe often wondered whether this protest 
1• effeot1T• aa4, eTen aore 1-portant, whether it is the 
-••t that oaa -· &oae. 



ltecentl7 I beca11.e interested ia aucla a g1·oup in the 
Ba7 Are~, and almost as quickly bec&Jle uaintereate4, N7 
reaaoas were simple: I Just didn't teel that this group 
(and others in general) could ettectively aodity the pol• 
ic7 ot the U.S. government. Bote the word effective 
which I stress, for althoagh I agree with the cause of 
these peace groups, I cannot agree with their method, tor 
the essential problem r ests with our foreign policy ad• 
visers and makers, and the methods utilized by the peace 
groups do not aeea to be aimed a~ modifying this policy. 
At least, not effectively. 

It has been pointed out to me that President John F. 
Kenne4y wrote a moat informative honor thesis when he 
graduated trom Harvard. Kennedy, then 20, had analyzed 
the influence of peace movements between the first and 
sec od world vars, an4 had shown how they were responsi• 
ble tor the general unpreparedness ot England and other 
Western Eur opean countries prior to the second world war. 
Ch&J1berlain and Henderson were not diplomats who followed 
a polic7 ot appeasement in 1solat1on; t~ey were a product 
ot a pQli tical phi losophy which was strongly lnfluence~ 
by the peace movements which existed at the time. A 
close reading of this thes·is would suggest therefore that 
Kennedy, years ago, had a l ready c ome t o the conclusion 
that_peace aovements cou l d be very influential and dan
gerous. 

!rhus, it would seem that the mere application of pro
test would fall on deat ears, for it is i nconc e ivable to 
ae that the President would forget the r esults of this 
careful analysis vhich he made years ago. On the other 
hand there are some people who would have you believe 
that advocates of peace (whatever that may aean) such as 
Aaitai Etsioni, Eric Promm, and Stuart Hughes are ignored 
co1Qletel7 by our foreign policy advisers. Actually this 
is doubtful; as advocates of a position which must 'inter
est our State Department, they are listened to, and may 
even intluence aome course of action. 'fheae people act 
aa a sort ot lobby tor peace; unfortunately, the problems 
ot peace are not like the problems of sugar quotas, and 
the lobby tor peace is quite ineffectual when co11.pared 
to the sugar lobby. 'lhe latter haa studied it• problem 
carefully, deciding what it wants, vho to influence, how 
to intluence these people, and then proceeded to do so. 
Bat the peace lobby has done no such hoaevork; instead 
it ·ha• concentrated upon working out the strategies of 
peate (see l!l!, Liberal Paper• tor soae tine reading in 
tills tield), · and tried ver7 simply to pr,eaent their rea
aoniag to our foreign polic7 advisers. ~7 and large 
the7've tailed, tor the question ot how and who should 
be 1atl•enee4 ia at leaat a• great a ~roblea aa the 4irec
t1oa of the iatluenae. 

It••-• to ae that peace group• 1• this oountr7 shoul d 
f1rat leara the aoat iaportant lessons if 7~• want to in
~1a ... · • . _. ... , •• ,. 1 .. ,ra !low to do it first. I t •1101114 
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be obTioua to theae groups that the mere applicat ion of 
protest will not work, tor in the eyes ot Xr Kenned y, &lld 
presumably his foreign policy advi ser•, auch protest c n 
lead to a very dangerous s itua tion . Beaearch vork on he 
methods of lobbying are, howeve r, Tery scarce. And i t 
is here vhere the p r ote a a i onal acientiata can bea he lp 
the caus or peac e . I s u ggeat that auch profeaaion 1 
groups a art c ollec ting da t a on the method or lobbying. 
Thia would entail collectin dat on peop le vho are in
fluenced and bov influence i a a pp l i e d . Wb t e need in 
effect is a science of how to influ e nce peop l e . 

Then, and on l f then , c ould r oper pressure be put upon 
our responsible ( ) officia l s in o r goTe nae nt in t h e 
cauae of peace. Data could be col l ected about our ofti
ciala, data on their person l ity, t heir 11.kea , dialikea, 
and the statement they' e de. These dosaiera could 
then be carefully studied and information ext c t ed f roa 
them which would be given to people who ltnev how t o u se 
such information to influence their viewpoint. In thia 
vay, carefully vorked-out atrategiea or peace could be 
colllll'llnica ed to the gover11J1ent in the oat effective 
manner. 

There are problems here, there is no doubt about it . 
heh a proJec vould depend upon (1) the adequacy of pre • 
aent psychological techniques vbich , I• at adait , la 
op D to a great deal of question, (2) the enait7 of 
the proJect, vbicb would involTe n7 bu dreda of doaai-
ra ud many thousands of n-houra, and (3) the a e 

alara which aucb a proJect vould cause among our Pedera l 
police. •evertheleaa, I feel that such an atteapt aua 
b .... 

I realise that thia proJect ia not uev troa ••, th t 
I haTe read about aucb an idea before. About 20 yeara 

a actence fiction vriter vrote a aerie• ot • oriea 
~ aoaetbing vhicb be called "paJ'Ch history,• the id 

1ator7 can be influenced by a close attention to 
114• ud to the people vbo aade it or i~luenced 

e 14ea that hiat r7 could be i~luence4 by aubtl.7 
"4 1Dfluencea here aD4 there, and tbat tbia i~lu-

• a ••70hol.og1cal plaeaoaeaa. Soaehow, it••-• 
t hat I baTe J••t propoae4 ia ezactl.7 the aaae 1, tt oa a ... 1.1er aoale. ret to4&7 the real 

peat o U1• plaaet •• the 1aas111&17 4aD-
• 1aJC7 of tile f1at1are. 
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