
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

ELVES', GNOMES', AND LITTLE MEN'S 
SCIENCE FICTION, 

CHOWDER AND MARCHING SOCIETY 
For some unaccountable rea son it has become real 

sportin' i n s ome quarters of fandom to characterize THE 
LITTLE MER a a a serious and stodgy club, a club made up 
of a bunch of aq~ares who d o no thing but listen to dull 
talks on science a nd oth e r upl i fting subjec ts a nd boast 
but the most t enuous connection with scie nc e fi c tion or 
fandom. For the life of me I c an' t understand h ow such 
a monsterous lie can be accept ed as gospe l by so many. 

Ot c ourse , we~ have talks on science , but every e f 
fo r t i a t a ke n to get them on offbeat s ubj ect s a nd by au 
thorit i es i n their field--such as the talk presented by 
Ben Star k on Chromatography and Ion Exchange wherein he 
explained a nd d emonstrated the u ses of t his proc edu re in 
hi s wo r k as a c hemist with the United States Depar t me n t 
of Agricult ure wh ere he is d oing research in connection 
with the s uga r beet indus try. Ot, if professional l ith
ography can be call ed a science, the lecture by Ed Br and t 
on the technicalit ie s of offset litho graphy. These t wo 
progr ams , plus the t alk by Dr Ho llister on mo od d r u g s 
mentioned in the l as t Proc eedings, constitute the sum 
total of our programs devot ed to science and technology 
since the f irs t of t h e year . Perhaps the report given 
us by Poul and Karen Anderson on the mee t i n g of the 
American Association t or t he Adv a ncement o f Science held 
in Denver last January ( which t hey atte nded ) migh t b e 
included in this category of pro gr ams ; but I rea lly 
don ' t think it should be, being concerned as t hey were 
vith the science fict i onal overtones of the meet i ng-
particularly Hal Clement ' s spee ch which has been reprint
ed in Karen's VORPAL GLASS. One of the interesting high
light• of the Andersons' report vas the account of their 
Y1sit at the home of Robert Heinlein to11ov1ng the meet
ing. 

So much tor science as far as~ LITTLE MER are con
cerned. 
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Aa I aentioned in the last Proceedings the annual aum
aer picnic of TD LITTLE HEB 1• a gala event. Thia year 's 
was no exception. We held it, as in previous years, in 
ftlden Park, vhich is located behind the Berkeley Billa . 
ftlden Park is noted for its rugged natural beauty. 
Karen Aderson prepared the traditional chowder and the 
LiftLB 111• supplied the beer1 caaea of it. It -7 or 
.. 7 llOt be significant (and in no war reflecting on the 
excellent qualit7 of Karen ' s chow4er) 1 but by the tiae 
the last LiftLB JIAI' left at 5130 there wasn't one can of 
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beer left troa the aeTeral caaea aupplie4 b7 the club; 
but poor JCaren ha4 to lug a tair-aize4 kettle of chov4er 
hoae vith her--vhether or not Poul ha4 chov4er vith hi a 
aeala for thereat of the veek haan't been 4iacloae4 . 

BTer7one had a avinging tiae (with that auch beer , 
vbo vouldn'tT), including that ve11-knovn tan and emai
nent author, Poul Anderson, vho, encouraged b7 aoae o f 
the children and the beer he'4 conaWlled , eaaa7ed the 
Tarzan bit and proceeded to gaabol through the branches 
of a giant tree vbicb spread over the picnic area. We 
vere all imaensel7 relieved vhen he made it aafel7 to 
the ground . By 3 o'clock aost o f the revelers had de
parted, leaving a hard core of tana to fihish the beer 
during a cutthroat poker gallle got up by Miriam Knigh t . 

The weekend following the picnic vas the Westercon XV 
weekend and the s todgy , serious bunch of fans knovn as 
the LITT E MEN managed to be vell represented at tha t 
science fictional , fannish gathering: Al haLev7 delivered 
a sicnificant speech o n "The Mythological and Romantic 
Elements of Mode rn Fantasy;" Ed Clinton vas the mod era
tor of a panel of pros; Poul Anderson vas a panelist on 
Clinton's panel; Al haLevy presented the INVISIBLE LI TTLE 
MAN trophy at the banquet to Hal Clement (which vas ac
cepted in proxy by Poul Anderson , who later p r esented it 
in person to Clement during the avard ce r emonies a t Chi
con III); and I gave a speech, as Fan Gu est o f Honor, at 
the banquet. And, as everyone knovs by this t ime , TRE 
LITTLE MEN vere successful in their bid to put on We ster
con XVI in the BArea in 1963. 

When meetings vere resumed following the abort summer 
vacation the first program ve had vas an informa l report 
on the Westercon and a discussion of the first issu e of 
RD vhich vas launched at the conTention. 

The next program vas one of the moat fascinating ve've 
bad in a long time. Bob Buecble7, vbo had been doing re
search on the relationship o f arsenic in cigarette• to 
lung cancer, bad been invited to present a paper at the 
International Cancer Congrass in Moscov this sWDJ11er, and 
he gave us a graphic and hwaorous account of bia trip to 
Europe and Russia vhich vas one ot the beat off-the-cuff 
talks l'Te ever liatened to. 

The program for the next meeting vaa a change of pace 
to~ ua. Dr Heal7, the Chairman of TllB LITTLE KB•, gave 
ua a couple of abort fil.Jaa which purported to trace the 
development of aotion picture• tr.oa it• ver7 beginning• 
to to4a7. Both filaa vere quite intereating, but the 
aecon4 one ahovn vaa ao beatitull7, ri41culoual7 corD7, 
that it could atan4 a• a claaaic exaaple of unintentional 
haaor. 'fill• aeeting aarke4 the opening of •onvention 6, 
a aoaetiae tradition of tandoa, a aaratbon part7 held on 
the•-• 4a7a (an4 aighta) a• the Vorl4coa a• a aolace 
to thoae taa• vho are uaable to attea4 the coa. (It 
or14Si•te4 1a Loa .Aagelea in 1953) I won't go 1ato it 
llen •• lt'• dalra,17 reporte4 else,rhere la th••• pas••· 



And finally, ve had the report on Chicon III by those 
v ho attended; Al haLevy, Walter Breen, Ben Stark, the 
Anderson's, and Andy Main being the ones contributing 
the most to the discussion. This actually was more in 
the nature or a party and rangab session with everyone 
sitting around drinking beer and yacking up a storm. 
We left a~ one AM, but I understand it didn't break up 
until 4 o'clock or so. 

And so once again the Proceedings or THE LITTLE MEN 
have been accounted for. If I have given undue emphasis 
to the lighter (and more bibulous) aspects or the pr o
ceedings of the club, it vas purely intentional and in
tended to counter somewhat the distorted picture of 
BArea fandom (of which THE LITTLE MEN constitute a 
marked majority) circulated in some areas by unthinking 
--or unknoving--fans. THE LITTLE MEN, being a club of 
adults, many of whom are engaged in scientific, educa
tional, or technical work of one sort or another, and 
all with keen, inquisitive minds, interested in every 
facet of life and the world they live in, welcome serious 
talks and discussions during the formal portions of their 
meetings; but when the meetings are over and . the beer 
begins to f l ow they become, belie-ve me, almost human. 

--Alva Rogers, Secretary 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCmENT 
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Starting with the next issue of Rhodoma~etic Digest, 
the price for single copies will be 35¢, an the subscrip
tion price will be 3 copies for Sl.00. (This does not 
affect present subscriptions.) The price increase has 
been made necessary by an increase in the postal rate, 
and by increases in cost of production of this magazine, 
All correspondence concerning single copies or subscrip
tions should be sent to Ben Stark, 113 Ardmore Road, 
Berkeley?, California, and checks should be made out to 
Ben Stark. Please do not send stamps. All editorial 
correspondence should be addressed to Al haLevy, Editor, 
Bhodoma:ietic Digest, 1855 Woodland Avenue, Palo Alto, 
eaillorn a. 
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