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A profile of Al haLery does not do hi.a justice. He 
requires a full face, it not tul1 length portrait. 

Rad it not been tor the depression of 1929, this 
phenomenon vouJd never have been ours: his father, 
Nathaniel Hertz JlaleT7, vas born in Rishon le Zion, 
Palestine. In 192~ he vent to Berlin where he spent 
five years studying to be a cantor. Be returned to Pal
estine in 1929, met and aarried Joan Goldsaith there. 
In the same year the cantor and his young vite eaigrated 
to •ev York. The ettecta ot the Crash reached as tar as 
Jerusalea. 
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Hi s f ather ' s aunt , and her Rabbi husband, vho had 
settled in Los Angeles, persuaded the Halevys t o j o in 
them t he r e . Al ' s father secured a cantorial po s i tion 
in a "very poor" section of Venice, Cali forni a . The 
Halevy's first son Eliahu (Elijah in Hebrew ) or Alvin 
was born in Boyle Heights , April 5, 1931 . 

The family moved to Long Beach. Al says his ear l iest 
memory is being put gently into a car to escape the 1932 
Long Beac h e a rthquake. 

Memo ry b ec omes shar p er a s small Al enters schoo l. 
You have on l y t o vi suali ze the five year old boy; skinny, 
lar ge e y ed , big eared & frightened to death, to k now he 
was bou nd to have a rotten time in sc hool. He was. The 
schoo l, on Temple street in Los Angeles, had a s t udent 
body that was 40 per cent Jewish, 40 per cent Negro, and 
20 pe r cent Spanish . 

All thro u gh school, Al says, his test grades were 
h igh, his school grades low and his spirits love r . 

A lot of suc c es sfu l adults have made a miserab l e job 
of b e ing chi l d ren. Perh aps childhood is so abhorrent t o 
them, t hey gr ow up quickly t o get avay from it. 

In 1940 Al's father secured a n appo i n t me n t at Temple 
Beth Ab r aham, in Oakland. Al a ttended Lakeview grade 
school . He still did not care for education, b u t took 
a stride socially by being the chairman of a record 
breaking War Ste.mp sale. 

People such as Al are, at once, the delight and de s 
pair of t heir instructors . They have brains, inte l l ect , 
and are loaded with ability, yet they regard the schoo l 
scene a s a n e c essa r y nui s a nce to be endured until time 
removes them fr om i t. Meanwhi le all their mental asset s 
sit a r ound unused . 

The teacher vho r e views t he t es t scores of the Al-type 
person in his c l ass, begi ns the term e agerly rubbing his 
hands mentally togethe r in anticipat i on. This bra iny 
bonanza vill be his to cultivat e all y ear. Come J une, 
these self same hands are vrung in an agony of se lf ap
praisal. Where did the instructor f a ilT Be could n't 
even make a break through. 

The bright student remains above it all . Clu tching 
his barely passing report card , he slogs ahead t o con 
?ound a nev aet of pedagogues. In Alta vords, "I was in 
the top ten per cent of the school----very bored. I r e 
:tuse4 to concentrate in class or do hoae work ." 

All thia tiae he vaa reading four or fi~e l i brar y 
books a veek. OtherYise he· vaa J u st goofing along. 

In 19~ he attended an extreae leftiat Zionist caap 
in the Allgelea Poreat. He apent three voader:tul veeka 
which apparently laid the groua4 vork for the national
i- which vaa to cause hia trouble later. 



Recentl7 Al aa14 be knew at birth that he waa a Jew 
aD4 a lthough be 1a not religioua, be teele that bi• cul
tural origin eboul4 pla7 a larger part ia bi• lite. 

Por three 7ear• be belonged to a group called Rabooia. 
Tbe7 1pent ewaaer1 a t a caap vbicb simulated the cond1-
t1on1 ot an I1raeli Jribbuta. The training the young 
people rece1Ted vould be put t o practical use vhen they 
aigrated to I1rael. Later, io Sao Francisco, he taught 
a group ot tvelve-year-old boya and girls, 1nstruc t 1ng 
tbea in Zionism aod Judaisa. He established a rappo rt 
v1tb the kids and enjoyed every minute ot it. He a l ao 
aet a 1irl vho planned to "tind a lite 1n Israe l." A 
veek later ahe lost that lite in a truck accident. 

Al'• college career, at the University ot Ca l ifornia, 
Berkeley, got ott to a rocky start in January 1949 . ne
cauae ot hie leas than sensationa l high schoo l tr anscrip t . 
he barely managed to be accepted . These daya he p r ob
ably wouldn't have made it a~ a ll and the pixi JJ n t cd 
Ph.D. vou l d be lost to science . 

Aa a treahman he wanted to go into medicine and took 
a course in chemistry because it " in t rigued him. ·· He 
vacillated between a biology and a chemist r y ma jor. 

Be began seeing a ps7cbiat r ist in 1951 tr yio ~ to i ron 
out some ot hie complexes. Appa re ntly s o11c o f ni:i p-, ib 
lems were his intense nationalism and vbat c 6uld i, ~ 1 , nc 
about it. He remained ver7 interested in Zioni i;m, b1 1 :, 

his three years vith Habonim enthused yet confuced him. 

An incident in speech class turther deepened hio con
t usion: Be says he vas making straight "D'o" in the 
course and didn't give a damn, until be made a spe~cn, 
"Why I Dislike the Germans." The rebut.t' he received 
trom a girl student put him into a state of ohock ror 
veeks. Her topic, "Why I Hate the Jevs." 

Still fl ounder ing scholatically he vent to a counse l or 
i n 1952 to find out "vhat the hell I vas doing in coll-
ege. " 

Also i n 1952 he b e gan tvo year s ot psychia tr i c treat
aent. These tvo 7eara sight no t have reso lved bis co n
flicts completel7 but tbe7 did point hia t o war d a c a r
eer----pa7cbology. 

Be changed hi• aaJor to pa1ch and received bia f i rst 
"A" in college, 1A pa7choloa. 

ID 1953 he graduated tro• Cal vith a BA 1D pa7cho l og7 
aD4 vaa accepted tor graduate acbool. Be'4 coae a long 
va7 fro• the lackadaisical non-student ot toar years 
earlier. Be took course• in zoolog7 an4 vaa the onl7 
pa7chologiat iD graduate school vbo vaa taking bioche•
latr7. Be paaaed a written psychology ezaa on a Mas
ter'• leTel in 1955. 

Bater the lla4 Scieatlat. 
1a tbe sooles7 4epartaent at 
1'11Taioloa. Ke Yorke4 uD4er 

Mter talklq to a tr1ea4 
Cal, be 4eo14e4 to 10 lato 
Dr ••llo Paoe la lerkele7 



and then moved to the UC Medical Center, San Francisco, 
to begin vorking on his Ph.D. Bis vork and bis thesis 
vere on "Serotonin and the Hypothalamus." 

During his vork at the Hospital, Al delighted friends 
with his graphic descriptions of his little rat-sized 
guillotine, explanations of vhy a dog could not be an
esthetized vhile it's nervous system vae being explored, 
a nd o t her snappy table topics. Table topics they iere, 
a s h e usually discoursed on them vhile shovelling dovn 
fri ed shr imp and drinki ng beer at the Anchor. Bis aud-
ienc e v ou l d listen vith rapt attention and rising gorges . I 

He b egan reading science fiction in Astounding, July 
1947. This led him to visit the Little Men at the Onr
den Library . He b e ga n his really active fanning as 
t heir chairman i n 1959 . 

Al as a chairma n is lege ndary. Even out o f office in 
t he Little Men he vi l l c onvene a meeting if he a nd one 
or more activ e member s are i n the same r oom. Anyone 
with the temerity t o b r e ak i nto his impromptu conclave 
is silenced vith a c urt "shu t-up" from t he chairman ex
tem . If Al possessed a gave l h e would p r obably use it 
as a slap stick. Curr ently he is editor of Rhodo , and 
chairman of the Westercon XVI and the "64 Prisc o or 
Fight!!" committees. 

In 1960 he was offered a post-doctoral fellow s hip in 
pharmacology vhich he accepted a nd finished in 1961. 
Then he took a job a t the Veterans Administratio n Hos
pital in Palo Alto and is putting his research to v o rk 
on humans. 

With his extensive education, especially i n the foi
bles of rate, dogs, and people, you might expect Al to 
be an intellectual snob. He is not. Be is mundane and, 
at moments, almost frighteningly naive . 

He collects Israeli folk records, vill dance the hors 
until he drops and once embraced a bottle of Israeli 
beer caroling, "This ia the vine of my country." 

He vill argue passionately on any subject from Irish 
folk tales and Bobbita to phar•aceuticals and psychoses. 

Kia disguise of the Nad Scientist ia perfect: spikey 
black beard &114 •u•taache under his impressive nose, and 
above that deep set piercing black eyes. As the coldly 
clillical aaa of science I like hill beat. Recently at a 
party I vaa relating Al'• scientific adventures to a le•• 
thall creduloua ·acquaintance. Al wandered up aaiably 
4r1bbl1Dg punch 4ovn hie· trouser - aeaa. 

"Vlaat do you 4o v1th your Waring Blendor, Alt• I in
qaire4 hopefully. 

1 Beat up rate la it," proaptly reapoll4e4 Dr haLeVJ". 

!Ile aov cre4ulbua peat ahot vU4 looks at both of 
•• 1111& out a awathe through the •ob, back to the punch 
'ltowl. 
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