
To the Editor: 

On page 60 of the July Digest, Marvin Bowen s ays: 
"<Roge r> Bacon actually spent a number ot years 1n pri
son tor pr actic ing vitchcraft and d ied t here ." 

Hobod y knov s vhy Bacon vas impr isoned; t here is no 
record of h is trial, nor any contemporary reference to 
the imprisonment . Tho very first such known occurs in 
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a manuscript wr i tten a full century later, and says on
ly that he was i mprisoned for "certain dangerous doc
trines " and t ha t his writings were forbidden, One Bacon 
schalar argu e s that the charge must have been Bpiritual
isa--not a t a ll what ve mean by this word today, bu t an 
i nf'luential Franciscan heresy of the period--and indeed 
a strong current of sympathy for this doctrine run s 
t hrough Bacon 's major works; but nobody yet know s the 
tacts. 

I t is a p r etty firm fact that he did~ die in pri
son. In his last vor k, the unfinished Compendium Studi i 
'lheologAcae, Bacon h imse lf says he has been r eleased , 
and he began thi s book a good t vo ye a rs before h i s death, 
I t is genera l ly accepted that he d ied and vas buried at 
Orlord (he was imprisoned e i t her at Paris or Ancona--the 
latter if the charge really was Spiritualism). 

~t vould have been d ifficult to charge him with witch
cr~t, since he spent a large part of his active life de
nouncing both magic and alchemy as frauds. His scienti
fic interests were the standard ones of the 13th century, 
not differing very much in kind from those of his teach
ers, Robert Grosseteste and Albertua Magnus, both highly 
reapeoted aen. 'l'he difference in quality vas vast, but 
in lis OYD tiae nobody vas in a position to recognize 
this. 

Jamee Blish 
P.O. Box 278 
IU.Uord, Pike Co. 
Pe-1171TaD1a 
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'fo the Bditor: 

Soae i"urthe r reeearch i ndicate• that I alipped up in 
etating that Ro ger Bacon,died in prison. V111 Durant 
states (The Ase !!1_ !!,ill) that Bacon was releaeed troa 
prison tvo years before h is deat h at about the age ot 
eighty, after being in pr i son tor a nllllber of 7ear•. 
(White sa7e 14 7ears on page 388, Volwae l, of Tile J!.!
torz 2.t the w,rf are ~ Science ~ i'heoloq.) "To other 
source illaediatel7 avai l ab le t o a e m,ntiona vhere he 
died. 

As for the reason for hi e inca rceration, White states 
(page 387): 

He was condemned, as hie opponents expressl7 4e
clared, 'on account of certain suspicious novel
ties'--'propter guasdam novitates suspectus.' 

This does appear quite vague. White then goes on to 
say: 

In an age vhen theologica l subtil~zi ng was a
lone thought t o give t he t itle of scholar, he 
insisted on real reasoning aad t he aid of natu
ral sc i ence b y mathematic s; i n an age vhen ex
per iment ing vas sure to cost a man his r eputa
tion, and vas likel7 to cost hi.a his l ife , h~ 
insiated n e xperimenting, a»d bravea all i ~s 
r isks. 

It seems to be t rue that Bacon attacked aagic. It 1• 
a lso true that he va a an experimental scientist in our 
senae of the vor d. But one of his aethoda of exper:lllen
tation vas alche.,-. A.c . Croabie quotes Bacon's Opua 
Tertiua on page 54, Voluae 1, of Ke4ieTal and !1!:1z llo4-
m Science: 

Bu- there ia another alche.,- <after 4ieouas-
ing apeculatiTe a l cheST> , operatiTe and pract i
cal, which teackea how to make the noble aet ala 
all4 coloura an~ m7 other thing• better and 
aore alnuadantlJ' 1>7 art than the7 are aa4e in 
11ature. Aa4 ecieace of this k1n4 ia greater 
than all those ,precediag becauae it pro4ucea 
greater u t 111tiea. Por not onlJ' can it 7iel4 
wealth &114' Ter7 aan7 other thiJaga tor tlae P••· 
lie welfare , but it alao teachea how to 4iaeo
Ter eueh thiaga a• are capable of proloqiq 
baaaa l ife tor aucb loager perio4a tlaaa can be 
aoooapl1ahe4 •7 aature ••• 'flaeretore thia ae1eace 
ha• apeoial utiliti•• of tut aat•r•; while aeT• 
er~•l••• it ooatl:raa tlleoretical alell•ST tuoag)a 
1t• worka. 

Kea.r7 Lea atatea oa page ~2, of ! natorr ,It. .!a h n,,,,, •• a tile •&Mi• .YU tut a1oh07 wa• oae or t 1ae 
iui, .Kl, 4ga•11•t, tor tlae a14 ot lat aa wa• a eoeaaar7 
~- traa ... tatloa et aetala. heoa Jaia1e lt, heweTer, 
t.H. •••aa• aat11ral uaaa . 



I hope all this inspires interest in thia fascinat
ing aan vho, among other things, recognized the re
traction ot light through raindrops. (Although he had 
a distorted view ot the nature ot light--as vho didn't?) 

Marvin A. Boven 
Rhodoaagnetic Digest 

To the Editor: 
Comments on the "nev" RD: 
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1) Japanese Mytholor:cr: Those interested in Kr Warren' 
article should consult the current series, on J'apanese 
science-fiction, by Takumi Shibano in Roy Tackett's Dzn
a tron; in particular, they ought to be cognisant of 
"'siiibano's "Random History of Japanese SF" in the 7tb 
issue. 

Possibly, Roy will reprint this series it enough in• 
~erest is shown; the address is 915 Green Valley Road KW, 
Albuquerque, Hew Mexico. 

2) H~go Oernsback: Evidently the typesetter ran out 
of "k's to insert in this gentleman's last name, and 
therefore used "h's" instead. Let us at least show Mr 
Gernsback the courtesy ot spelling his name correctly. 

3) lfecronomicon: 'l'he "advertisement" reprinted from 
the Antiquarian Bookman was just a poor imitation ot a 
similar one, printed in PantasY Aspects, May 1947: 

THE NECROBOMICOK: by Abdul Alhazred. 'l'ranslated 
from the Arabic into Latin by Olaus Wormius. 
With many woodcut tables of mystic signs and s)']ll
bols, Madrid, 1647. Small folio, full calf with 
elaborate overall stamping •.. One of only fourteen 
known copies of the first Latin editioD •.• 'l'be 
author, Alhazred, is said to have been hopelessly 
mad .•• several incoherent pasaagea lending credence 
to this story. Yet Von Junzt, in hia Unauasprech
lichen Kulten states .•• "ea ateht ausser Zveifer, 
dass diesea Buch 1st die Orundlage der Okku·ltelit
eratur." 

See how auch aore kaovle4gable this ad-writer va•-
not onl7 in Lovecrattiana and the "history" ot Abdul'• 
book but also 111 the general "antiquarian" terainolog7. 

~) Szueathea1a: ho• Aathon7 More's co-eats on l!w 
Uaiverae f i~er that its author hal. ia aia4 aoaethinc 
aiailar to Poe'• tho•s,t• vhen he aa14: · 

'file orance ra7 ot the qectl'llJI aD4 the buss ot 
the tp1at affect ae with aearl.7 aiail&r ••••at1oaa. 
h heariaa the tp1at, I perce1Te the color. Ia 
perceiving the color, I •e- to hear t•e pat. 



This in turn, 1s Just •audelaire's anesthesia or 
transposition ot aenses. In~ Universe, ot course, 
there ia not transposition but substitution, since the 
aeaae of sight is lacking. And as More shove convincing-
17, Dark Universe fails to give the kin4 of insight which 
is derived froa a ·Poe or ·a Baudelaire. 

Leland Sapiro 
Department ot Mathematics 
Universit7 ot Southern California 
Loa An«elea T. California 

IN COMING ISSUES 

We have some excellent material scheduled for publi
cation in the next few issues. Poul Anderson is curren· 
ly revising his translation of The Shng of Gurre, a Dan
ish poem of the fourteenth century w ich'7ias never been 
translated before. Poul's translation will be publishe 
along with his introduction, notes, the original Danish 
and the numerous ink drawings he made for his personal 
copy. We think you will agree with us when you see it 
that it is a very beautiful work. Bill Donaho is workir 
on a critical review of the first two years of Analog, 
with the emphasis on 1962. This will be the first of 
what we hope is a series of annual reviews of the currE 
science fiction magazines. Alva Rogers has promised Uf 

an article on the art of Charles Schneeman, which will 
be illustra~ed by the artist's works from the pages of 
Astounding. We've heard rumors that Dana Warren (auth• 
ot last issue's article on Japanese myth) is interest~ 
in writing another article along the sai.ia lines. We'l: 
try and get that for you soon. Bill Collins has expre 
an interest in doing an article on Cuchulainn, the gre 
hero ot Irish mythology. Toey Boucher's review of sci 
ence fiction in 1962 is forthcoming.· In addition, the 
final installment ot Lee Sapiro's article on "The Myst 
Renaissance" will be published next issue, as well as 
another portion of "The Glossary of Middle-earth." So 
things are looking up for us around here these days. 
We'd like to hear f~om you; your criticisms or suggest 
ions will be most appreciated. Our letter column thif 
issue is small, not because we're being exclusive, bu1 
because we received only the two letters we published. 
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