


a force he could not resist drew him through the huge, 
crumbling lwsk ef a hotel, down its echoing corridors to 
the threshold of a room that held witluiz it a terrible augury 

fiction By JOHN D. MACDONALD 

ouR1:-c n1E LAST HOUR of the night, the charge nurse looked in .it the cri1-
irnl in room 11 , imcnsi,·e-care section , c-orouary. She scowled am! n1.11le an 
ugly. clispkascd mou1h and hastened 10 replace tht· dislotli.:;ccl I. \I. needle 
in 1hc ,eiu inside the elbow of 1he right arm. immol,ilized by 1hc straps. the 
board and the side rail of the bed. She checkc1I the glucose drip. made a 
small adjus1111c111 of the flow , ·ah'e, checked oxygen supply. listened to t he 
rnggcd Jabot of the pulse and ,,·cnt o ff and found the preuy lit tle ~petial 
dri11king coffee in the treatme11t room and joki11g with the rt-d-hcadecl i111ern. 

Ahn chewing her 0111 1,·ith a mid t•x1x.·rrise tha1 wclll'd tears into the blue 
eyes, she herded her l,atk 10 her n ight 1,·atch on·r the patient. 

'"I was11't gone three 111i11111es. honest.'" she s:1id. 
'",\n hour hcfore d;m·n they gel resdt~," the charge nurse said. "As i[ 

they had somcplate 10 go, some appoi1111m,m to keep." 

\\'hen the firn gray light o f the morning macle the sha pe of 1he window 
, ·is ihle. he dressc.-d c111i1 kly all(I ,,·ent 0111. H e guessed 1hat they would not 
be expcttin){ h im to lc:l\e 1h:1t room so soon a fter ani\'ing. 

Thl're were shadows of night s1ill remaining in the empty streets. so that 
e,·en tho ugh he knew his way a111l walk('d swiflly, lhc city seemed strange 
to him. They we1e d1a11gi11g it so quickly these past few years. The eye 
becomes arcustomed to the shape and bulk of structures, giving them ouly 
a marginal ,mention: yet wheu, so abruptly, they were goue, 011c had the 
fcding- of ha,·ing made a 1,..-011g- turn somewhere. Then e,en the 1111changed 
things bega11 to look half strange. 

H e turned a dark corner and saw the hotel lights in the clist.mce. A taxi 
came swiftly to the cross-town corner. made a \\TCnchinir. ~l1111lderi11g turn 
and sped up the emp,y a,e1111e, and he wugl1t a si lhOlll'lle glimpse of 1he 
sailboat h.11s o f 111111, in the dark i111erior. two or three of 1hc111. 

H e had 1101 lx·cn in the ho1c:l for years. H e saw at once tha1 it was quite 
d1.mged. Tha t certain 1p1;1i11111css o f the Jobuy that on<e set off the high 
style of the moniecl people and the womc:n of the theater was now merely a 
shabbiness. He rca li1.ed that he could ha,·e guc!>oed it , hecause ,,·ere it not 
changed, they would 1101 be mixnl up in this son of 1hi11g. And his shabby 
assig111ne 111 in a11 u11known room would ha,·e 0tcurred in some other place, 
perhaps e,·en in ;11101her city at a1101hcr 1ime. 

Thcrc was 110 one· 1,diiml the desk. He felt in his pocket for the identifica­
tion he would ha,·e 10 present and fel t fear and inita1ion when he did not 
find it at once. Then, amo11g coins. he fi11gen:d the sl1ape of it a11d wok it 
0111 and held it i11 his dt~pc:d h:11111. As he wo11dered whether 10 la p the 
de.sk bell. he s:1w mo,ement 0 111 of the sitlc o f his 1•ye aml turned and saw 
a 111;111 walki11g to1,·;ml him out of the lobby shadows . 

.. i\ lr. D;"·is:-"' the small 111:111 said : :111d as he came into the light, his face 
,,·as ehrsiH' ly familiar. He searched memory a11d finally reca lled the image 
of the ~1111e face. a belll,op uniform i11 dull red aml gr.iy. big brass circle 
0£ the master key ri11g looped around thl· su.1\\'ny n cc.k. And tht: name came 
u,u.k. 

"Do you remember me, Leo? From before?" 
"Sure." the man said. He le.111etl against the desk and yawned. Davis 

knew the ma II did 1101 remt·ml>er him at all. 
"You' re the ma11;1/..\CT 11ow:-·• 
"So they keql 1clli11g me." 
"'Come up i11 1he 1rnrld, ch?" 
"" I ~·ucss so." H e ya,n1ed ;,gain. "You got that thing?" 
He felt 1111anm1111ably shy about n,,·ealing what they Ii.id gi,cn h im. He 

s.aid, " l keep idling them that they should use onli11ary 1hi11gs. But they 
get L111c.iful. It jusl makes c1·erythi11g harder to explain whe11 things go 
1\To11g-. ,v1ta1 ki111! of a se111imc·111al 11111 \\'011ld halC~ a gold mi11i;1rnrc of his 
ow11 d,ii.: tag- made:, A gro1\'11 111a11 is supposed 10 get o\'Cr bt•ing in a war." 

"Look. 1 ha,e 10 ~tX' it." Leo's tone w;1s p:uie111 a11cl bored, ;md Davis 
knew 1he 111.111 had 110 i111erest in what he thought and ,·cry little iutcrest 
in " ·hy he h:1d come here. 

H e held his h:rntl out and the li11le wafer glcamc'tl on his opc11 palm. Leo 
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took it. glanced ,ll it and put it in his 
own pocket. 

" They didn' t tell me you'd hep it." 
"Tl11.: room yo u wam b four-two-four­

two." 
".-\ re you suppmcd 10 keep it? Did 

th<·y make that clear?" 
•·rony-11n1 forty-two. Four thou,and. 

t wo hurnln:-d a nd forty-two. '.\Ir. Davis. 
0 " ?" 

".-\II r ig-ht. I'll assumt· you're -.upposecl 
10 keep it. L<·o_ It's their prnhkm. 1101 
mine. B111 you' re su pposed to turn on:r 
thl' key. I know thnt." 

" I can 't. hucldv. because tlw o nlv kq·s 
here arc the ke)/to the main h o us~ IH,re. 
Yo u ,hould know that a nd the , · should 
know that. Righ t? \\'hat we·r~ ta lkin« 
ahout is the a 11;1ex. \ Vhid1 i, bein g- tor~ 
d o wn." 

"Then there isn 't a nd>och· in it: " 
"Oicl I sa1· t hat. mister? Did a n vl>Od\' 

say that?" , · ' 

"Tlwrc's no reason 10 get ugl y about 
it. Leo." 

" \\.ho's ug ly: Li,te n. they got o ld 
limps in there li,·ing tht:re sinre rhe vc:ir 
one. and lease a,1,'l'eemc111s and all that 
sllllf. so about the only thino- thn• can do 
is wrn k aro und them · until -~hev ·,,.ct sirk 
of all the noise a nd mess a,Hi' ~I out. 
There a r en't mam· left now. I think 
m;1ybc your pany i~ tht: only one le ft o n 
tha t 11,)r,r. bm I don' t kt·ep close track. 
J'n• got e noug h to clo here without wor­
rying a hom m·e 1· tlwre." 

"So wh:it d o I do about a kl'\':' Am I 
supposed LO go knock on the ;loor. for 
Go<l"s sake?" 

" Mrs. Dorn is m ·cr th('re. Sll(•·s got a 
master key to Lite whole annex." 

" Diles she knm,· ahou1 me?" 
"\\Thy should she? Just rnn hc..-a litt le, 

:\Jr. Da,·is. Play it hy car. OK:" 
" I don't ha,·e much d 1oicc. I g uess." 
" 1-1:r, a n ybody late ly: Come this way." 
l.t·o led th(' way had, throug h the lob-

by a nd through a h uv;c t m pty kitche n, 
where nig ht liv;h ts p irkcd up th<' gleam 
and sha p<' o f , 1ai11k,s-s1n·I racks a11d ta­
hlc~. I k pulled a door open a nd turned 
on a weak hulb .n the head of ;1 narrow 
fligh t of stairs. 

"The re).\Ula r way o,·er thcrt· ha, hcen 
lmanlcd up. :,o what you do is ju~t follow 
the w;,y a n·d pipe· runs alonv; the re il inv; 
1he1·e. a nd wlw n you come 10 stairs final­
ly. go nn up and you' ll find her around 
sonwplacc." 

Three steps down. he turned 10 say his 
t hanks in some massil·e ly sarcastic way: 
hill as ht· turned. the door was , L.111m1cd . 
Tlwre were di,1a 111 lights i11 the ,·.isl 

n :ad1n of the hascme rn, ju,t ennuv;h for 
hi111 to ma ke om the red pipe suspended 
b~· ,traps from the low cl"iling on·rhead. 
There w;is a swe:ity dampncs, in the 
ba,e111e nt. In soi11e fa r corner. a lahoring 
111ad1int· wa, making a slow and hc;11•y 
dnrlli nv; sound. It mad .. a ,·ibr:ation he 
could feel through the soles or his shoes 
as he walked . He noticed tha t t he red 

pipe m -crhe.rcl was of somt· kind of pla~­
tic materia l. sullicic lllly llcxihk ,o that 
there was a perre ptihle expansion a nd 
<omi-an io11 as the 111ad1inc made its 
thi< k a nd rhythmic sound. 

H e t·,timated th:11 he had walked 1110.-e 
than a city hlock hl'fnrc he c;1mc to the 
, 1a ir,. whe re the red pipe di,app<';1H·d 
into a wall. These \\·ere 1111e:1.p<'rt<·dly 
wid(• a nd d q,~1111 stai rs. marhk ,1n·;1ktd 
wi th g ray a nd :.(recn . asccnding in a v;entle 
r u rn·. At the tn p of t he sta irs. h e pu,hnl 
a d ark d oor o pe n and found him,df in 
.rn c n ornrous lohhy. IL had the siluire 
of a museum. Droprlmhs con·rcd th e 
\h:q>c~ .-,[ furniture. Pla,tcr dust was 
griuy 011 the floor. Some hug<· beams h at! 
fallen a nd were propped at a 11 a ngle. as 
in pirurrc-s of hombings. 

" '.\Jrs. Do rn ' " he tailed. " .\Jrs. Dorn'" 
The Ymnd did not seem tn c;irry. It d kd 
a t once into the siknce. 

Then he hcanl a click-toc.k of h il,\h 
heels ancl he could not tell when• t lrt 
sound was coming frn111. "Yes?" she said. 
"Yon , t here ! Up here!" Her , ·,1irc was 
mmiral: the tone. im1>a tie111. I-le looked 
up :incl s;1w h e,· standing a t the broad 
orn;1tl' r;1ili11g of a meu.an ine floor. lo11k· 
ing clown a t him. in silhoueue again st a 
wiiHlow beyond her. "Yes, \\'hat do you 
want: " 

"Can I sp eak 10 you a minme?" 
'Tm vci y bnsy. \ \lell ... come· o n 

up." 
She· turned away. H e lool-ed around 

and saw the stairs a nd wc nt up. There 
was a lihrary a nd writing- room at the top 
o f the stairs. St·1·cra l d oors opt·netl from 
the room. H e tried them. om· h y one. 
a nd fo und 1hey npe necl 01110 n1rridors. 
The n . < lo~c h eh ind him. she <hurklccl 
and. as he lllrned. , 1anl<'<I. sh e said . "(l's 

really \ cr y confu,ing . I u sed lo get hope­
lessly lost whe n I firn ca111c h<:re." 

She looked I ikc someone ht' ha<I 
kt10\\·11. ~omc1du:rc. perha ps a long time 
ago. Sh<' had a ,oft and prtlly face. d ark 
wing-~ 0£ rarcless hair. a nd she lookt·d 
a r him in a fo111ili;1 r a nd m•l< king way 
of old secrets ,hart·ll. She wore a shift. 
o f SOllll' tweedy grav suhstanrc on-r a 
ytnmg-. sturdy bod,· with a vital he ft of 
hip aml wc ig-ht of breast. 

" I wontlcr. .\lrs. Do rn. if you 
could .... " 

"Ju,1 a 1110,11e111. please. I mi,._,ed this 
room somehow. and the rrcws will he 
ani,·ing· any min m e. a ncl it woultl he _just 
mv rottt·n lur k if they started here. 
1,·11uldn'1 it:" She bev;an 10 walk slowly 
around the roorn, pausing- from time tn 
tim('. pausing to hold al ;m u's length a 
piln· of ,oft ydlow cha lk in the meas-
1u-ing- gesw n.: o f the anist. She nodded 10 
hersdl from t ime tn time and th<'n would 
mark with the d1alk a pi<·1T or p:111el­
ing. o r a chair. or the frame nf a n o ld 
painting. 

:\L lasl ,he sighed and turned to\\·anl 
him with a smile of e ndurin.~ JMtie ncc. 

"Dunc. i g1.1c,s. As well as I c.111 do it, 

anyway. They don't r c;1lly i.:i1-c a d amn 
tibnut sa,·ing· a n ~ thi11g . You ha\ t · 10 

wa1d 1 t lw m like hawks. Tll('y'll p rc, teml 
the, didn't sec d1<· mark and thl·, ·11 
, rn;,h \ llclf to 111nnler ;111d 1hn1 look· " ' 
trn-ibl)' innn< c nt. Th<')' h.it<: oltl thing,. 
I g ue,~ .. \1111 hat<' th(' lon·lit·,t old 1hi11_~, 
wo r,1 o f all. Thl·y ju,1 want tn nnnt' in 
a nd hill. hang-. u-u11d1 and tnu-1- it aw;1v 
a nd gl'I it O\"t:r wit h a nd v;o on tn th~· 
IKXt jnh. :\ Iv, how tlw y n ·,t·llt mt', a nd 
rl''('nt ha,·ing lo sa\·e thing-~ and handle 
Llll·tn ,o gently a nd ta kP th t·m to o ur 
w;crd1ousc. Yo u "·ouldn't hclieYe it." 

The mark ~he m;ulc (';uh time wa, :r 
D l\'ith a n-oss drawn thrnugh it. like a 
<·anct'l lat io n. 

"\Vh:11 <lid you w;1111:-" she· asked . 
"The ,· tnld m t that 1m1'n • the o n e to 

set·. Yo;, c:in lc111l na· tl;c master kt·, ·." 
" R t'ally: l\ll(] e xactly what roo;H do 

pm w;111t to get into: .\ncl wh y?" 
"Fn11r-1wo-four . .. oh. Fnrt,·-two fortv. 

It will take only a . . . \·cry ft,,;, miuute,.'" 
"On thl· fo1w-scconcl Uoor. :'11111,· im'1 

that quaim ' 1';1'L that the li, ·ing- <'nd '."' 
''\\'hat 's s,1 funny. :\lrs. Dor n? I clon'1 

think ,lll\'thing· i, r aniu,la r ly f111111y." 
" [ co11lcl11 '1 possibly c x1>lai11 it 10 you. 

I'll have to show you." 
" You could let mt· take the key. 

couldn' t you?' 
":\Jy d <'a r man. ~o much has hecn t11r11 

<lown a nd thrown away aud smaslwd. 
you n m ld waml<·r aro und up thcre for 
weeks trying to find a way 10 th(' right 
floo,- and the rig-ht wing·. En·n if I lll'­
lic,·ed you. I 'd haYc tn go with you in 
any ra~ ... 

Slw led the way hack d own ancl through 
thc- ~ilence of the lnhh y and to ,1 hack 
<·orridor , a nd im n a h ird-c1ge dc1·;1111r n n 
mo re than fin· fe<'t S<Juare. Sil(' n·aclwd 
and danged the dorn· shut. t urnccl a worn 
hr:1ss handle a nd rlwy bq.:an 111 r n ·:rk 
slowly u pward. H e stared up throug h the 
c:c-iling of 1,·on ' ll 111cta l strip, ;rnd ,aw the 
sway nf the mm ing· cahks a nd. for on-r­
hcad. a pale st111are nf gr;1y sky. 

The a11in1atio11 and 111,irkini.; a 11111sl'-

1m·111 had g-on c nut of hn . Sh l' k :111nl. 
sagging. lo,1king downward . finv;n tip, 011 
the hra~s lcn' L ;ind he sem,cd 1h;11 he 
had no part in wh:11 sh e 1c 1s thinkiuv;. 
I It- could look at her \\·ith th:11 ft-ding of 
i,wasinn one has in \\·,11chi11g ,omt·one 
sle<'p. The re wa, ;i small molt- hd 11\\· the 
n1rt1<T o f hn 11111111h. on the pale <011c:1v­
i1 i· ht·low tht' ,oft wt:ig h1 or hn uml<·rlip. 
Her la,ht·s were Inn~ a nd d a rk. I ft: ,aw 
tht· lift ;1ml foll or hn slow breathing; 
and wa, a\\'are of a w;1n11th and ,n·nt ,.r 
h t'r bn ·a th. Then· w<'IT two dtTj> pot k<·t\ 
in the g1~1y sh ift. The m;1.,1er key ,rnuhl 
ha,T to htc in 11nl' nr tht· o ther. s,, it 
could he done. The re was alw:iy, a ,,·ay. 

Sud<knly he h ad the feeling- h e wa, 
hting trapped in ,0111e curiou, way. wa, 
hl'ing- kd from hi, as,ig11111e 111 into a 
plan 1lc1·isc-d fo r some other rcav>n. ;1 
pl:111 wherein his role was minor: and 
looking at the panel above her restill); 
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hand. hl' saw wha1 had prol>al1ly 1-:1,·c11 
him s11htll' w.in1i11g. Thl'rt: wnc hrass 
h1111ons for thl' lloors. prcs.'iC.'d so many 
hurnlred thousand I imt·s the incised dig­
its w,:n; almost worll away: )'t"I when 
th,: gray liJ!:hl slnKk them properly. he 
1011ld make 0111 the topmost 11umeral of 
the \'t-rli<-al row- 21. 

··.<;,-, that's i1:· he said ... That's what's 
funn,•." He madt' his 111011th strc1d1 wide 
in th~• knowing i;:1·i11. The girl looked al 
him. startle,! ;111tl puakd. "There's 110 
fortv-sc1nnd lloor." he said. 

F;owning. she 1untt:d and looked at 
d1t: row of hu11ons and 1lu:11 hack at him. 
"You ·rc St"riousr Don't you know al.xm1 
the armei.. at all:- \'011 know how the 
1.-a11sie111s an:. Top lloor. Top lloor. It's 
.ill they u11 1hi11k about. But the people 
who stay h,l\·e to have private lives, 
don't they;. Not all dnllert:d up with 
salt:smcn all(I people 1·omi11g 10 1<>w11 for 
the theater and all that. You·n: ne,·er 
lx·en in the business. ha\'e you? :\II the 
city hotels arc jus1 the samt·. you know. 
The elcrntors for thl' 1ra11sients go only 
so high. just 10 such and sudi a numher, 
and the q11i1:t floors. wlu:rc 1x-ople live, 
arl' al_m,·e that. .rlways, and they h;l\·e 
their private ways 10 get up to them." 

Sht: was so \'l'l'Y pa1ie111 that he felt 
ashaml-<l of allusing her a nti fch irritat­
ed with himself for 1101 ha"ing guessed. 
long ago. wh;11 sht> told him. There had 
always been enough dues. There were 
always pcopk going through the hotel 
lohhies. looking ne itlll'r to th,: right nor 
10 1hc leh. walking 1,y the regular elcva-
1ors 10 some special pbu: a rrd Sl'rvice 
awaiting 1hem. 

But when the elc\'ator stopped and 
they got out. she rt:arhed liack i1110 it. 
pressed the lowest button, yanked her arm 
0111 quickly anti slammed the b11icework 
door. IL began to creak downward. with 
a dicking of pulleys and rasp of c1bles. 
She looked up al him anti wrinkled her 
11osc in misd1id and mo<:kery. saying, 
" Do11·1 look so worried. There'll he other 
ways tlowrr." He rcmeml,<:rl"d that shC' had 
1101 told him the joke. ;,1111 he was once 
again annoyed "' her. 

Th,:sc wen• l,roa1I t.on-itlors. pale gray, 
with wmposi1ion floors. lightc1I by mist­
l'tl g-1.rss pands set i1110 the 1·eiling. He 
tried 10 w;,lk hesi1k hn. hut she kepi 
q11i1 kc 11i11g her pace, anti he realin·tl she 
wa111ecl him to w;elk bchiml he r. a pcn,011 
guidcd rather 1h.111 a t:ompa11io11. i\lany 
times thev rcad1l·<I an intersection where 
the t:orri,lors strctdu:d for vast distances. 
a111I sometimes sill' would pause lo orient 
herself a111I tlll'n 111m m111ide1uly right 
or left. 

He rrotited that all the numhers ha<l 
hecn taken off the- doors. He could see 
the raw holes where they had been 
S(Tewed through gray paint into the 
plywood. 

She was 15 feet ahead of him, the 
1lark hair houndug al the uape of her 
11eck to her swift, huoyam stride. The 

10.rrsc 1,>1ay fahric p11lk1l i11 aheru,11i11g 
,liago11al 1c11sio11s :1gai11s1 hci- rcar. and 
somd1ow he kuew that werl' she 11ui1c 
still a111l 11ui1e hare. were he w pl,Kc h is 
ha mis so that his frnger I ips were hooked 
aroull(I the· shelf of hip sotke1. feding 
the warm. smooth slide of mcmbra11l' 
o,·n bo11e. holding hl'r lrom the rear. his 
h:11111s placed as a player hohls a basket­
Ii.di for the 1011g set shot. then through 
some delicious coim.:idc11t:l' ol design, the 
p,uls of his thumbs woul<I fit predscly 
imo the two d eep dimples ~paced hdow 
hl'r spiru:. He shook himself out or the 
erolit: musing. 1·cmemheri11g how oftcn 
they h.ul told him that .issig11mn11s 
wcr<: mish;111tllcd too oftt"11 for l'x:,nly 
this reason. 

Al the t:n1I of a t:on-i1lor. she pulled a 
hca\'y lire door open a nti tunrcd to giH: 
him a hawdy wink. to nm hn 1ong11e1ip 
auoss her lips. as ,hough she had rt·ad 
his mind :111d his weakm:ss: and he de­
termined 1101 10 look at her as she 
dimhed 1hc stairs ahe.ul or him, a11d 
looked instead al the steel 11-t",uls SCI into 
the COlllTl'lt'. He lost track of the mrm­
her of lli1-:h1s they climbed. It wi11de1l 
him: arnl whe11 he hclpt:d her push a11-
01hn lire door open. he tried 10 conceal 
his lahori11g lungs and 10 Sl'Clll as fresh 
as she. 

Tlll'sc l011·idors were a pale yellow. 
like weak win1n s1111ligh1, and at las1 
thl'y cunt: to a small elevator standing 
OlK'.11. The lluorcst:ence inside was harsh 
a nd tlwrc w;1s a sharp mi111y odor, as 
though i1 had recemly l)ec:ll scrubbed 
with ,on"K: dwap. ~1ro11g a111isep1ic. h ac­
l'<:kratt:tl upward with a sik,11 \'dot:ity 
that hollowed his 1,dly anti made his 
knl"Cs l>crnl slightly. h opened a111omati­
cilly 011 a narrower. dingy, old-fashioned 
('orridor. Shl' readied into the clnator as 
IK'.forc; anti when tlw door hi~sed shut 
anti sl1t· 111r11ed 10 speak. he !>.rid, " I 
k now. Thcrl"'ll he other ways down." 

"'Thal is11·1 what I was going lo say." 
'Tm sorry. \Vhat were you going 10 

~,yr· 
" I can't say it now. You spoiled it." 
. .\gain he followetl her. Tlwsc corri­

dors werl' st:1 al odd ani;:les. The room 
doo1·s were shiny tl;1rk with o ld n,ats of 
\'arnish. The room numhtTs wc,·e 1101 re­
mo,·e,I ;111d they Wl're of tarnished hrass. 
fluted and urrlv and on1atl·. All rhe 
rooms were in ii,e -IOOO s,:rit:s. hut thcy 
were 1101 in any r·l'asonahle o rder. 4100 
and something ;1u-oss from or nc:xt door 
10 4800 and somc1hi11g. 

She stopped very abruptly: and ;rs 
hl' rame up upon her, he heard what 
she hail heard-the gritty so11111l ol I.itch 
and holt- a11d then. 20 lee1 ;-1head of 
them, arr old couple. drcSSl'd for winter. 
came 0111 of one- of tlw rooms. complain­
ing al c·;teh other. fussin~. asking if he or 
she had forgouen this or that. dropping 
small pacbg1~ and picking them up. 

Just l>don· the old 1:oupk 111nicd and 
1101icnl them. :\Ir~. Dorn hooked her arm 

around his waist and forced him into a 
slow walk. He pol his arm. i111t·rlotke1I. 
arournl her. a nti she readied up with lwr 
free h:111d. pl;ic-c1l it agai11s1 his du:ek. 
d1ucklc1l in a furry way. turltl'd he r 
mo111h up to the awkwanl kiss while 
walkinJ!:, so that as thl'y passnl the 1011-
ple. Ire hl":ml 1sks a11tl dut:ks of their 
dis.rpproval. .. l)arling. darling:· shl' m,n­
murcd . "J)a\'e, darlirrg." 

lkhirul 1lrem he he:ml the old mari's 
voice. without making 0111 the· words. 
Then· was a harsh n ·sonan(c to it ,111(1 
then it ua<.ked in1<> a high 1p1aHT ;11111 
then went deep again. 

He smiled inside himself. thinking it 
so11111lcd exa<:tly like Ril'ky u·ying IO 

manage his H-year-old H>i<C as it aher-
11a1dy squeaked a111I nrmhkd. The 
firrgcr tips of the ;rnn 1ha1 w;1s arouml 
her waist toucht'tl the to p of the po1:ke1 
011 1he ld1 side or 1he gray shift . arnl 
with sneaky aml daring inspiration. he 
~lid his h,11111 dow11 i1110 the pol kel , 
ht·n<ling his knees i11co11spiu1011sly to 
lower himself just enough, the palm of 
his hand against round. waim thigh un­
der fahric. and with his linger tips h,· 
touched the: cylinder of yellow dialk and 
then the thin edge of metal. \\' ith 1ht· 
metal held against 1he nail of his indt"x 
finger· hy the pad of his middle lirrg<.·r. he 
drew it o u1 of 1he deep pocket and 
worked it imo the palm of his hand. 

She s1oppet.l and turned and lcam:d 
against the corridor wall .1111I. with ht·1 
h.1111ls rcs1i11g lightly 0 11 his shoultlns. 
looked up at him. still mocking him. say• 
ing. ··You·re j11s1 1101 \'ery !,right. l);l\t·. 
darling:· 

The old p<:ople were go11e, around a 
distant t0rnn or the o ld hallw:iy. 
S11dde11ly. he reali1.cd 1hat she had de\'• 
e.-ly kept 1hem lrom S<'l'ing his fo<.e. so 
that 1hcv would he unable to ide111if\, 
him late~. Ami with a sense of 1lishdief. 
he rc;1li1.ed she h.ttl called him hy his 
n,1me. 

"You t.ould han· told me how 111ud1 
you km:w aho111 this." he s.litl. 

"It's ht:IICr for you to gucss. 1kar. 
Look at what vou l(K>k:· 

I-le opened l;is p;1lm and sa,,• the mini­
anrrc gold tag. N.imc. rank. seri.il 11111nher. 
blood 1ypc 0 . ml'aning zero. mt::111• 

ing hloml type nothing. The sh<Kk was 
cnonnous. H e was suddenly afraid lw 
might cry like a child a111I shaml' himsell 
in front of her. " I-low did you. . . How 
could Leo have. . 

"1.t•o? 0011·1 he silly. I h.rd it ;rl l along. 
Thnc were always two, you know. 1)011·1 
you rt:mcmbt·r 1ha1. e1·c11? No. kc:.-cp it. 
dear. If I ha\'e lo h;1ve i1 h,Kk, you c.111 
always gi,·e it 10 me. \Vithout any fuss. 
l'rnmisc?" 

'"Sutt', but if you t:011ltl just tell 
me . . .. " 

" I ran show you. Dan:. Come along: · 
She pa11sc1l at the next turning ;11111 hit 

her lip anti. standing he-side hn. he saw 
/rnnl i1111rd 011 /Jtlf!.C 220) 
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llff ANNEX (((J11ti1111,•,/ im111 /1t1gr SS) 

d1a1 1he lloo r itself dipped clo w11 i n a 0 1110 1he no1 h i11g o f a cli11y height. m;1k­
l-{e11tfe n1n·e ;nul lif1ccl aJ.:ai11 a l a 1101her i ng a ,e111 for a i-o l,f w ind 1h;11 came 
pla<e in 1he dis1:t11ce , \\·here it 1un1ed h usking ,low11 1he hallway behind h im 
ag~1i11. It was swayi11g .,lig h1ly. 1he \\ h ole a nd pmhed him a lo 11g d 11111sy stride lO 
w 1 ridor. like th t' briclgt·s primit i, c pco pks sta11cl on the , ery hn11k. Fa r. far. fa r he­
wm c anoss ,kcp swift 1iH·rs. She w ld lo\\·. 1ht· hug sh:1 pes of c i1 y cn·s ;111tl 
him 10 walk. carefully a ll(! s1:1v d ose tr ucks mon.~1 n ·ry slowly. as whc 11 st·e11 
10 t he co1Titlor wall. She 11101 io nctl lO from a11 a in ra f1. I-le 1ec1e rc1l. ioes O \'l'I' 

him 10 s!Op a nd they ,,·1-re. he saw. 0 11 
, ·iil,er side of .1 tlo uh lc door. I 1 " ·as room 
l'.!·l '.!. If she k11ew t he n ·s1 o f i1. she 
\H1t1ld kr1m,· 1hc r ig ht 11111111,cr. It had 
l.c·e11 so placed 1h:11 half o f i1 ,,·as 011 
c-ad, cloo r. so 1h:1t eath was lahck,1 ·l'.! . 
En:n 1ho 11g h she kiu:\\·, he clid 1101 wall! 
her 10 wa1< h what had 10 he do11e. w:111 h 
1hc rask assig 11c·d him: hill hcforc he 
, 01,ld ask her to go away. 10 gi , ·c h im 
1he key ancl go a w;1y. gu b;-1ck a 11cl w:1it 
for him a ro11ll(f 1hc corner, 0111 of si~lll, 
she p111 a hrigh1-red key in 1hc lo« k :md 
1h,· do11l,le doors o pc·ned in ward. 

lnw:tl'tl. h 111 0111wanl. T ht·y o pen ed 

I U u u ' 
t,::::-

1he t1 lg-e. a ucl sfowh· fought h :t< k the 
si< k11t•ss a11,l the te n o r, k 11owin;:- he 
coulcl 1101 lei her sec 1ha1 he suclde u ly 
rl'a li,ecl how< yu i, a lly a11d sa, ·agely 1hey 
hacl 1rieknl him. He :ulj11s1cd h imself 10 
1he slight sway of the <orriclo r a m! rod e 
it easily. smil ing :11 1<! tasu;il for he r 
l,e11di1. ;1w;irl' of how narrowly she \\·as 
w:11d 1i11g h illl. 

Thc11 <:tme a dee p a ml powerful 1h ud. 
more I ihral ion 1h:111 so111uf. II came we ll­
ing up from lwlow a nd ii cla11,ccl 1he 
swayi11g corridor. 11early 1o ppfi11g hi111 
o u t. It CalllC again a nd ag:1i11. I ft, ll'arned 
10 ride the m·,,· 11101 io11. T he gid w h im-
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"Co111 e 011. Clu11li,·. let / Ill' i 11 011 ,1°/1,•11 you g uys 
are 111(,/:iug ti,,, l1n•11/:.,.. 

pn,·cl. I le luokl'cl l:,r clown. almost cli­
rcnly clo wn. :tll(l said ... 11.s 1101h ing . 
Your fri,·11cls ha, ·e come 10 work. They\·1· 
gnt some kind o f a derrick th ing- clown 
t here ;11u l t hey' re swinging- o ue of those: 
b ig canno11 h:ills ;1~ains1 1he fo1111d:11 io11." 

H e stepped hac k wi th care a 11cl 
re:H..hed aud took her l,a m l. H er h;mcl 
\\·as cold a11cl hcsi1:1111. 1--fe led her past 
t he 01x·11 :11ul wi11dy spa<l' ancl hack to 
where. 0 11c·e aga i11. 1he struct ure was sol­
id 11 11clerfoo1. 1rembli11g a lmost i111per­
ce p1il,ly rn each su l,souir thud. She 
p ulled hn ha nd free a11d, afln walki11g 
slO\d y. looki11g :11 the room 11111111,er~. 
chose 011c a 11<I o pe11l'cl 1he door . mo1 ion­
in.!,!; him IO come i11. T he room was in 
scm id:u-k u ,·ss. gray light o u t lining 1he 
window. She d oM:d the door a nd he· 
h eard her sigh. 

Rc·an io11 mad e h im feel we ak a 11cl 
sick. I-le saw the shape o f 1he heel a 11cl 
mo,·ecl 10 it a11d s:11 0 11 1he e,lgc o f i1. 
She came 10 him a nd pushed at his 
sho ulder a nd he b y hac k, g1·a1eful 1ha1 
she nmlcrslood . He sw u ng his legs 0 1110 
the lx•d a wl she w,·111 10 1he foot a 11cl 
\mlaccd h i, shoes a nd 10ok t h<·m off. 

" \\'t·'d he11cr 1101 make , ·cry m uch 
11o ise." she whispered. 

··o r c-ourse." 
"Do you ull<krswnd a bout the old 

people?" 
" I know there's something I'm su p­

posed 10 11ndt-rs1;11u f." 
"Tha t 's enough for now." 
She disappeared in 1he shadows ancl 

then he saw her aga i11 in silhoucne in 
front o f 1hc gi-ay or 1he windo w. 1-k 
ht';ml her sigh a nd he sa\\· her. wi1h ~low 
and weary mo tion. 111~ 1he shift off on..­
her head . loss it aside. pal he r n m rpfe,l 
hai r ha<.k i1110 orclcr. 1ht·11 f.t·nd a nd slip 
her shoes oil. She s1ood nt·ar t he corner 
of 1he will(low. half 111n1c1l. s1;11uling 
'fni1e still in silho111:11e. h ips i11 r elaxecl 
:111d ,,·earv ti lt, a nd he r cmcmhe red one 
of 1he gii·ls in 1k1t Degas print sta11di11g 
o il at the side, stamliug i n exactly the 
s;1111e p<1si1 io 11. 

H e knew she would 1u r11 a nd come to 
him but would 1101 111ult'1·s1am l aho 111 
wha t the weakness h;1d d o ne 10 him. He 
tl id 1101 \\';t111 to confess 1ha1 kiud o f 
weakness lO her. 

I-le said. --i::,·c11 wh,:11 they do Yery 
1ri< k y 1hi11gs, that doesn 't me:111 the 
rules are ch:111ged. \\'c h:,n· 10 fo llow the 
rnfes. j11s1 as if c ,·cry1hi11g we re happe 11-
i11g 10 someone else. 10 s<>ml' peop le 1hcy 
wam to keep. instead of to us. \'011 did i1 
1hl'i r way. a ud you kno,,· there isn't reaf. 
ly a11y o the r way d o1n1 from he re. This 
is all we h.w e ldt." 

"So if I knew all along ?" she asked , 
p ro111p1 i11g him. 

"H you knew how it was going to be. 
1he11 yo u had 10 kno w you were a p are o f 
ii. 100." 

N o t 111rni11g. still s1:111di1,g at the gr:,y 
o f 111,· window. she sai, I sadlv. sollfY, 
"S<.'<.·? \'0 11 keep unders1:11uli11g 1;1orc :111:1 



more of it. Slcq> for a Jiulc while, dar­
ling. Then you'll !wow the rest of it.'• 

At a few minutes past six. Dr. Samuel 
U:irri11gt"r 01icn<.~I the door o f room 11 in 
t he i111e11si,e-care sectio11. 111 the shad­
ow, ol the room. he s;m· the you11~ nurse 
s1a111li11g in silhoue tte hy the gray of the 
wi111lo1,·. looking o u t, stamling the1·e with 
a look of wist fol g race. 

At the sound o f the I.itch as he closed 
the door. she spun with a guilty start, 
gn.:ctcd him in he r gentle ;111d formal 
morning Yoice :111<1 handed him 1he clip­
lm;ml with the patient's dtan aml the 
notatio n she had made sinrc his , ·isit 
lour hours earlier. I le held it under the 
low light for a moment, h;1mlcd it hack 
to her. then re;1d1L'tl 1hrn11gh the orifice 
in the n :111sp:ire n1 side of the oxygen tent 
10 gently pl:ite the pads of his first two 
l111ge 1s agaimt the arterial throb in the 
~lad;. throat. He srood in a half how, his 
e~cs dosed . listening a11d measuring 
through his finger tips. He was a big 
blond bear o f a m;111, simultaneously 
clumsy a llll deft. as bears can be. 

The nurse stood . aw:1iting i11structions. 
He told her he would he hack i11 a few 
minutes a11(I he walked to the far c11d of 
the <onidor. 10 the waiting room beyond 
the nms.:s' station. Syh·ia s.ot alone there, 
a t the e nd of the w1:d1 by the l,1111p ta­
ble. staring om the 1,ig window. The 
ho,pi1al 1owcr was higher than the 
built!i11gs to the wc.~1 of it . :111,I she could 
-cc the wide, slow tfrer in the morning 
hate. J>;iylight n1111e d the yellow g low o f 
the lamp beside hn. 

She ltln1cd anti s;1w him and su,hlcnly 
her dark eyes looked ('11onno11s :nu! her 
lace wa, mo re pale. "Sam:- h-" 

"They didn't c:all me hatk. I j,m c::une 
in and chetked him. and I ha,e a couple 
of o thers to d1cck. and it's st:,mbn l proce­
done, Syh'ic. :\o pe rcq>tihle ((1;1111-\1'-" 

H e walked p;t)t her to I he hig window 
a nd sho\'Cd his lists i11to h is hip (K>Ckets 
a11tl looked olll at the Ill'\\' d ay. 

.\fte r a liulc while, she said. "He's 
lit·e11 trying 10 take it easie r ~inc.c that 
li11k· <ornn:11"}'. I-le really has. But you 
l:111Jw how Dan : is. lie said he was,going 
10 wci:d his practio: do\\·n 10 :il,out eight 
H:ry rich a111I nenous old ladies with 
minor ail111e111s . .Sanfr" 

I le t11n1ed am! looked at hn, :H the 
le:111. mature \·itality of he r face. "\\!hat, 
honey:-" 

" \\'hat's the prognosis, Sam?" 
lie shrugged his hear shoultkrs. "Too 

i::trly to tell." He looki:d out the window 
and saw a freig l11n hci111-; 11nd;-:ed into 
1hc channel hy the lll);S. I le wislu.:d he 
wi:re 0 11 it :111d that eH:rybody 011 board 
was sworn nc,·er to tell Dr. Jh1Tinger 
whne they were going or how long 
thi:y'1l be gone. 

'"Sam, pkasc! That wa~ a hig one. Oh. 

Gffil. I know that was a hig o ne! Re­
member me . S;1111? Eigh1ct"11 yc:u-s we 
thrC'e h :\\'e known o ne a11ollu.:r. 1'111 a 

nurse ... was a nurse. Rt·memhi:6 You 
don' t ha,·c to pal me 011 the head. Sam." 

It w:1s easy 10 rememl)(T the S\'l \"ie 
Dorn of 18 ye:11s ago. t h,ll <hunky. llina• 
tious. )i,cly girl, 11m,· a whip-sk-11,ll'r ma­
tro n. dark hai1· wi1h the fi r,t wu, Ill's of 
g ray. Thinycig-ht? ~lother of Ri1ky. Su­
san . Ti111111y-<,;ntl11101her 10 his own pair 
or 1lcmo11s . . \ml D:"·c i~-w.,s--is -1:?. 

"Sam?" she ,aid again. 
H e turned from the window a11<I wi:nt 

lmnlx-riug 10 tlol· un1d 1. 1hi11ki11g of all the 
timts you make tl1is decision a11tl then 
d ecide how to wrap wonh aro1111d it 10 
match tht: pnso11 you tell. But this one 
was close 10 the past :111d all the yea rs, 
close to the ht"art. 

l-k sat ht'si1lc her am! took her hands 
and swallowi:d a r ising thi,kn<•ss in his 
t hroat. blinkl'd, swallowed :1gai11 :111d 
said in a pdihly ,nict", 'Tm so 1T\', Syl\'ie. 
Da,·e has11·1 g·ot c11,mg h ht"an fllll'(ll' left 
to 11.111 a toy train . . \nd 1hcrl'\ 1101 011e 
danu1cd thi1,g Wt" c.111 do ahout it or 
for it." 

She p11llc1I h<·r ha11<ls free and l11n~ed 
agaimt him. and he held he r i11 his hig 
anns aml pa11ed her :1s she su-aincd at 
the first g1·eat h:ml spa,modic sol> a 111l 
got p;ost it :11111 i11 about two or rhrt"e 
mi11111cs pulled herself ha( k 10 a 101111·0! 
a nd a lo rlorn s1ahili1y he k11t"w she 
would hi: ;1hle to mai111;1i11. 

She dahlled her eyes and b lew her 
nose a111I ,aid, "Today sometime?" 

" J>rohal,ly." 
"Tell them yo u'ye g ive n perrnissio11 

for me to stay in there with him, will 
you?" 

"Of course. I'll be in C\·cry once in a 
,d1ik." 

''Arni thank your dear gal for taking 
o,er o ur 1rihe, Sam. Sam:- Do you think 
he'll k11ow rm . .. I'm there with him:-" 

Fir". he tho u~ht. you throw the stone 
a111I then ~o u throw the lump of sugar . 
l'\o 1x>in1 in 1e lli11g hi:r that death had 
ouurrcd . that D a,·e. as D.1,·e. was long 
go11e ;md chat the co111cmpor;1ry miracles 
or medical science were keq1ing some 
1,·:111i11~ meat alfrc, in the labor:uoi-y sense 
of tl,e won!. 

" From cn·rything we can learn arnl 
e1·cry1hi111,{ we c:111 g ut"ss, Sylvie, I feel 
cert;1i11 th:11 h i:'11 be aw:1re o f you IJeing 
tl11:rc, holdi11g his hand." 

\\'he n the first gray lig-ht of the J11orn­
i11g mack the sh:'l>t" of the window \'isi­
hlc, he drt"s.,cd quickly a 11d we lll o ut. He 
gue~sc:tl th:1 t they would 11o t he c~pcct­
ing him 10 lca,·c tha t room so soon after 
arri,·iu~. 

There wt"re sh:ulows of nig ht still rc-
111:ii11i11g i11 the empty stn:ets. so that 
c,·e 11 thouJ?:h he knew his way and 
walknl swiftly. the city sci:med strange 
to him. 
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