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they f<1ced a,i army of their 
great-grandfathers, an <1rmy that 
was the last hope of a dying 
nation-and their duty 
was to ,lestroy it 

fiction B:v GEORGE BYRAM 
1 A" NOl a frivolous man. I detest prac
ti(;1) jokes or all kinds, most especially 
those involving mauers or serious ime,·• 
csl. I consider ;my deliherate attempt lO 

~ull\"cn kuowkdge-such as the Piltdown
m,111 hoax-almosr criminal. I believe 
that 1his is the only auirnde a true his• 
iori:111 could have. Thus, I was extremely 
annoyed with Clifford Hanson. 

I must record that Hanson is one o{ 
the best student\ I h;,ve e,er encountered 
and, lunhennore, a s1eady young man 
who lrns never shown any signs 0£ playing 
an1i(,; wi1h the recorded pasl. I was, there
fore, a\1onished when he presented me 
with a weird forgery apparently concocted 
in an c:fTon to soh·e two small but <)Uite 
salient mys1eries that occurred in the same 
geoi;raphical Joc.ition, though separated 
by some 80 years. I still n·rnt>rnher how 
;111gry ii made me a1 1he 1ime. 

Hamon, to begin at 1he beginning, has 
:i mos1 lm:rative hobby that combines his 
interest in early 191h Cenrury building 
methods wi1h a ~n;,ll business. He 
'>eilrchcs 0111 authentic structures erecced 
between 1800 and 1865 and buys chem 
for relatively sm;ill sums in order IO sal
v;ige rhc old brick. walnut timbers or 
antique pegged flooring. These he sells al 

a good price to huilders or fashionable 
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new houses or to makers of custom (urni
ture. In the spring of 1966. he bought a 
nondcsnipt old building near .'.'l:ashvillc 
-one that. had ,·ariously played the roles 
of warehouse, stable. storehouse for fa1·m 
machinery and, finally, derelict. It was 
.ihout to he r.11.cd to make way for a 
housing development. 

At first . the building seemed in no way 
unusual. Hanson had de1em1i11ed, from 
county courthouse records, that the edi
fice was plll up in 1865, and his knowl
edge of the rnnstruction methods of that 
clay confirmed it. Confmned it. that is, 
11111 ii he <·;unc to the flooring. The hoards, 
~aid Hanson. were the right age, hut 
something about the way 1he floor was 
laid seemed indefinably wrong. After all 
these years. it was still a good, solid floor, 
but its carpentry differed, Hanson 110-

1iced, in many small details from 1he 
customary workmanship of the local 
cr;1ftsmen of that past era. Hauson ,,·as 
e,·e n more surprised to di~o,·er uencath 
the floor a small 1p1aner bast>ment_ 

Now, the s111n of all these things oc
curred to Hanson as quickly as it would 
occur to any of us: 18«;5, a year of de, as-
1:11ion around N:ishvilk. where a great 
ha11le had just been fought: an ex-Con
federate knowing that he must hide the 
famil)' treasures: the hand of an amateur 
c:i.rpenter laying the floor; then, the 
quaner ha~ement completely seak-d olf 
and hidden. \Vhen he lowt>red himsetr 
down. Hanson was almost ccnaiu th:i.t he 
would find an old ironbound chest. In 
fact, he found two. 

They held no jewelry. no gold pieces. 
no family sih ·er. One co111ai11ed some 
twisted metal. The other co111ained some 
old papers, whic.h, a few <fa}'S before the 
uni,·ersity opened in the fall, Clifford 
Hanson brought to me. 

\Vhe11 J came to t:xamine 1he111. I 
found that the topmost p;tpers were cer
tain ordt:rs and don1me111s penaining to 

the B.111le of F1;111klin. a Ci\'il \\"ar ;ic1io11 
that took plact: at the end of :,.;memher 
1864. For me. a splendid discon'.ryl Per
haps it is 1101 LOO immodest to note that 
I am the author or 1I Study of the Tal"lics 
E.111/1/uyrd /,y Gr11er11/ }. IJ. H"od, C . . 'i. A., 
I J11rill[!. tht· Tc111u·.ut'I' C11111 jJllif!II uf JS6-I 
(St:wanec: l111i,·ersi1y Press of the South, 
I !lfi~)-

1 made a quick sun·cy of the find. The 
loose sh<.'Ch were made of the familiar 
Mout r:1g paper of the I8ti0s, originally 
grayish in color hut now foxed a11tl r:i.ther 
yellow. The bst ohject in the stack was 
;1 surprise. It was a dun-colored. hound 
11oteLook. roughly eight inclws hy te n in 
,ize. containing 80 p.1gcs in three different 
styles of hamlwri1i11g. The title- page 
read: "The Chronick of the li5tith 
R . C. T ." There was 110 other iden1ific;1-
1ion. I took 011e look at the paper and 
I k11ew that I was laced "·ith a ,h.1111elcss 
forgery! It was ycllo"·e,I. fa,ktl, lbki11g 
and extremely lnittlc 10 the touch. I had 

to be careful lest it foll to dust in my 
hands. I knew at once that it was modern 
paper-the kind of wood-pulp. high-;1cid
co111ent paper that didn't ;1ppe:i.r until 
considerably aftr, the C i\'il \Var. \\'hen I 
read the first page or l\\'o, I w:i.s exu-emcly 
irritated. 1 got Hanson on the telephone 
and ordered him to come to my house al 

once. 
He arri\·ed in a short 1ime-the tall, 

long-faced. ~her young man I'd lcamed 
to trust 1hrough his three years of gradu
ate study. Something 1old me that I 
wasn't being quite fair. hut my anger 
urged me on. "If one wishes to play a 
stupid hoax on a historian." I said , "one 
should learn 10 do it with f111esse. This 
is so transparem as to be laugh:i.blc!" '.\ly 
anger accounb for my hnual bnguagc. 

Hanson looked gen11i11cly nonplused. 
"Sir?" he s:1itl. "Hoax? Tr.1mpare11t? I 
really don't u11dcrsta11d." 

"This notebook among your ,o-called 
Civil \Var papers." I s:1id. " If you h:ul 
taken care 10 re;1cl it. you would sec that 
it plainly identifies itself as a record of 
the li5fith Regimental Comh.11 T eam. 
which 1,·11s formed in l'J.I 3. \'011 would 
h,l\'e noticed that this was an cxperi
me111al c;ulre designed to ope1~11c behind 
Japanese liucs in northern China. You 
would also ha,e seen that it wa~ a scU
co111ai11ed infantry outfit with mule trans
port. c:i.rrier pigeons rather than radio. 
bm with the most modern weapons and 
c)('moli1ion supplies. The chronicle, you'll 
he good enough to note. says that the 
651.ith was sc111 i1110 middle T ennessee on 
a training mission on Noi•emlwr IS, 
19-1-1." 

Hanson was staring at the papers. still 
rcfusiug to look guilty. It ,truck me then 
that the hoax was perhaps hl'ing pl:i.yed 
011 both of us by a third person. "I con
fess I ha\'en't read th<.· papers," Hanson 
said. "I brought. them directly 10 )Ou. I 
notice. sir. th:11 the notebook paper does 
seem to he ohl." 

" h's lllodem paper that somebody has 
put through an aging process." 

'"What would you say this is all 
ahou1?" 

"\\'ell. my guess is that some amateur 
his1<>ria11. Ci\'il \\'ar buff. has bungled 
his joke. He managed to do ,l cre<lihle 
joh of fakery o n some papers h;n·ing to 
do wi1h the Baulc of 1'1~wkli11. hut he 
,·c11· swpidl}' left ;1111011g them a puq>on
ed doc11me111 of l!IH vintage." 

Hanson s1ill looked at Ille ,·cry calmly. 
"The paper is dated l!IH. sir? Then why 
do you think somchody put it through an 
agiug process in order to make it look 
older than that?" He had me there. I 
rnuhl only sh.1ke my head in p11alc-
111e111. " Let me tell you ahout the floor, 
sir." he s;1id. "\\'hen pegs h.1,·e hce n set 
for a Ion~ time. the peg am! the wood 
i11to whid1 it was dri,·cn son of wow 10-
gether·-you might s.1y they 111:i.te. There 
is no possihle way 10 pull them apart and 

then remate them. J"d recognize that in :i. 
minute. 1"11 swea1· on mv life that I w:i.s 
the first one 10 mon• tl;osc lloor Loar<ls 
since 1865." 

The upshot of all this w:1~ that I apol
ogi1etl 10 Hanson for my ~u,picions and 
then we went our separate ways next 
day-he to Washington 10 gee access to 
\\'orld War Two files :md I 10 the rare
books section of the uni,ersi1y library. 
where I wat<.hed over two technicians 
who. with infinite c.u-e, photostatetl e\'ery 
lt:a r of the papers. 

When Clifford H:inson came into my 
ofTi1:e three da}'S l;ucr. he was looking 
most uneasy and perplexed. J was sorry 
that I h.1tl e,·er accused him of duplicity. 
"The li5lith." he ~aid as he sat down. 
"has ne\'er heen deacti,·atetl. It h.1s dis
appeared, but it sti ll exists'. 11·s a li,·ing 
ghost." 

"\Vai1 a minme." I s;1id. " Please, Clif
ford. an orderh·, schobrl\' pre,entation." 

··Sorry." he ;aid . "\\"ell. I won't hore 
you ,,·i1h the details of my search. extept 
to say 1ha1 the Dcpartmem of l)cfcn,e 
sent me to the Department of the Anny, 
who sent me to .\r<.hi\'es. who sent me 10. 
... Rut the 0111come w,1s that I found a 
Lieutenant Colonel :\fclnnes-a military 
hi,torian-who got inrerc,ted in the 
mauer and ~01 all the files opened up for 
me. 

" \\'ell. the hasic facts jibe. The roster 
of the 65tith corresponds with the list 
gi,·en in that notebook. 111e outfit's T / 0, 
T t .E :uul mission are just as set down in 
1he <.hronide. On No,·emhcr 18. 19H. 
the G3tith went 011 mane1ffc1·s in middle 
Tennessee. That was the l:is1 e,·er heanl 
of it." 

--r,,,;onst.'nse!" I said. I'm afraid 1hat 
some of my bad temper came hack in a 
rush. "An entire rcgimcmal comhat 1c;1111 
docs not desen e n masse and get away 
with it." 

"No." said H:i.nson slowly. "it docs11·1. 
.-\nd that's the <.ondusion the \\'ar Dc
p;inme11t fin.lily rc;1ched back in I~/.15. 
But they reached it only after one of the 
most frantic searC"hes you could imaKine. 
The .-\rmy Air Corps covered the area; 
the '.\lilit;u-y Police coml1t·d it: the C. I. D. 
and the C:. I. C. ~iftcd eH·ry town. , illa~e 
and city for tlescners. J\ot a clue. G-3 
pmu-ed fire ;11111 lnims1011e on e,·eryhmly 
co11Lert1l·d. Fi11ally. they h:ul 10 gi,·e up. 
A year later, all the llt:'\l of ki11 ,,·ere 
notified liy 1ekgr:1111 that their soldier
were missing in ;1c1ion and p1·csumed 
dead. l11,11r:mce policies were paid. 
£\'Cry ,trap of p:1per wa, , t.1--ilietl Top 
Secret :1ml the whole 1hi11g w;1, swept 1111-

tlcr the rug. It w;1s as if a whole body 
o[ troop, stepped off the plane! 011c 
sunny day in ;\;,wemhl·r-and left no 
forwarding atlclre"." 

There was 110 use si11ing around a11d 
scratching our heads. "You take the l8ti.J 

(<"Ollti111tt•tf 011 p,1;:.r 1-/) 
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papers." I s;,id. ·Tm going to 
chronicle or the 6561h." 

read the U p and down the column, men began 

The chronide ha,I hecn kept in the 
Lq~in11i111; hy Firs1 Ser11:ea11t Otis Hodge. 
His t·mrics. whid, wc111 throui.:h No
vcmhcr 2:i. were 1crsc a11d acu1r;1te hut 
wi1h many misspelled wo,ds and some 
had ,cntcnre s1n1t 1ure. Oh\·iously, a 
111:111 ol ,omc a l,ili1 v a111I liu lc educ;,. 
tion. On the 2-llh. t1ic com111;111,ler. Colo
m•! John Gilhcrt. t0ok over 1he chronicle 
aml kept it to i1s wnclusion, except for 
1wo items at the cud. The chronicle is 
moH: minutely de1aikd 1ha11 one would 
cxpctl from an .-\rmy olfi1 cr. (Late r, I 
wc 11t IO the 1rouhlc or fin di 11g out ahout 
its a111hor. I tliSt..o,·cred 1hal's exaetly 
wha1 he was. :\11 authoi-. l'rior to \Vodtl 
\Var T"·o. John Gilbert was one or the 
lcSSl'.r-k11ow,; t\mcrit:lll 110,·elists.) 

.\ ' m ,,•111/u•r 24. J'J-1-1. This is being 
wri11e11 in bivouac. I begin 1he happen
ings or thi, stran~e day al 1330 hours. 
\\"c were m,nching acrnss open. rnlling 
hill,. ;1pproad1i11g a densely wooded 
area. 0111 to our left liUO yards we1·e 
some isola1cd rock lorma1io11s. m.iki11g 
ideal targets £or monar hre. \ Ve un
packed several crates or shells. fired for 
ten minutes. making some admirnhle 
hits, then lp1ickly pac.:kctl am! r.111 £or the 
woods. simulating au anual situa1io11 o r 
hit ;111cl run. Then \\'e f'ollowed an old, 
ruucd road lc;uling through the woods. 
.-\s I he head or I he t·oh111111 reached 1he 
far side. I called a 1·esl halt. 

:\fajor Bait·son Powers. a nati \'e of this 
area. who was senl along to make sure 
we did11°l wander out of ,he nuinhal,ited 
sccwr the Army had rescn ·c,I for li\'e-
ammunition training exercises. was a t 
the head of the column, scanning 1hc 
1enai11 inLO which we would move. Our 
douor. Cap1;1i11 Fritz Payson. Lie11tcna111 
George i\lichclson and First Sergeant 
1-fotlgc were with me in approxima1ely 
1ht: center or the column. l was siuing 
wi th my hack 10 the rnad. Sc~c:1111 

Hodge was facing me. The c:1p1ain and 
the licu1ena11t were lvi11g on their backs 
with 1heir eyes dosed. V.'c were talking 
aho111 110Ll1ing of any conse<p1ence when 
wmt'llting haJJl>ene,1. 

I was i,lly observing 1hc woods over 
Hotlge·s shoulder. There was what 
seemed to be a pulse of light all around 
us: hut in the mom<:111 of ~eei11~ it. my 
eyes seemed 10 go o ut of focus and I 
w;isn ' t sure I had seen any1hing. I can
not he sure how long it lasted. but when 
my eyes focused again, I knew the 
wootls was 1101 the same. Leaves. twigs, 
hranrhes. even the boles of trees seemed 
suhtly shih t.•cl. I looked al Hodge. He was 
looking past me and his eyes wc1·e wide 
with astonishment. h was the first time 
I hail C\·er seen his face uucontrolled. 

"The road is gone!" he exclaimed. 

to get to their feet in bewildcrmenl. 
£\'cryo11e knew that something had hap• 
pcncd . but there had been no sound, no 
fccliug. cx,ept (at le;1s1, i11 my G1sc) what 
seemed Lo he a wrend1ing of the senses. 

The gangli11g figure 0£ l\L,jor Powers 
was <:oming 011 1hi: run along 1hc natural 
opening 1he road had followed. He had 
10 dodge an on:;1sional 1ree thal g rew in 
the center or where the road had liecn. 

The men were hcginning 10 collcc.t in 
groups. wlking and looking uneasily over 
1hcir shoulders. I ordered Hodge to take 
c.:harge aml to sec that nol>ody wandered 
olf. Then I t0ok the major and Lie uten
ant .\I ichclso11 aside for a co 11fe rc11ce. 

In1111cdia1ely. Powers said , " I had my 
field gl.1sses focused 011 au old. lightning
struck oak s11ag up there on the ridge 
we"d h;we to dimh. It llll"nccl into a 
green young tree right l,e{Oi·e my eyes." 

His long. aristocratic fot:c wore an 
unusu;il expression- or emhmT,1ssmcm. 
I lOttldn·t quite 1ell wlu:thcr he was 
cmbarrassccl hec;,usc he was sayiu~ somc
d1 i11g that was patently impossihlc or 
l,ccause he kn<'W that he had st-c.·11 the 
impossil,lc a11d was frightelll'll. 

"\\"hat do )'Oil th i11k?" I asked i\lichel
so11. He looked amused and unwon-ied
i\l ichclson is a man or ahout 30. hut he 
always seems 10 he a large-Stale hoy. A 
,·cry co11fidc111. sdf-rclia111 hoy, it's true. 
but fore,·er inuna111re. That"s why he 
made a superb platoon leader but would 
make a tcnible company tonunander. 

He laughed ... , slept through it a ll, sir. 
I really d id - I ilmnl o ll. l~m--- and he 
l~ c1111e more soher- --whc11 I came to. 

I t:ould sec that the whole terrain had 
changed. When my eyes closed, 1·11 been 
looking off 10 the lc£1 1hcre. l1 was heavy 
brush and saplings. Look now! You can 
sec a kind or a d eari11g and undn th,11 
oak there's a fallc11-dow11 log cahin."' 

Powers spoke again. in a tro11bletl 
,·oic.c. ·•Did you reel any1hing?"' I did. I 
do n·1 mean th,11 son of odd light e ffect. I 
suddenly had the feeling 1hat my wife 
had died. I don·1 me;in tha t I tlumght-
1 mea11 that I kuew it in my he:in. 

I c:illcd Hodge ove r 10 us ... Ge t all the 
11011ro111s together ... I s;1 id . .. Have them 
iake the mt·11 up to that ritlgc line yon• 
de.-. , ,ve·re going to Li,·ouac here and 
we' re going to dig in. Understand? I 
wa111 a defense pcrimc1er established 
a long the ridge. Machine guns on the 
flanks. Pick a ~ood ~pot for an o. p." 

I was glad I-lodge was with me. I'd 
trade anyone in the regiment for him. 
His t·omh,11 reaml was splcmlid. He was 
tough and brnve- :md. best of all. he 
had a very limi1ed imagi11a1ion. Bcc.111se 
or an odd mix-up at headquarters. the 
fi56th was for under s1reng1h in officers. 
Until we got some replacements. my sen
ior noncoms were doing the olliccrs' jobs. 

I liked it th;11 way. I hoped we·d nen:r 
µ;et any sh;l\·Ct:1ih from 0. C. S. 

··oh. yes. And. Hodge. bring me oue 
or the pigeon cages." Eve ry day about 
this time. we reported our posi1ion back 
to the Columhia H. Q. I wanted to keep 
the men husy and I wan1ed 10 maintain 
thl' nonnal rou1im: until I u,uld gel some 
clue ahout what h;ul happened. 

" I( l can make a suggestion. Johnf°' 
saitl Powers. --why clon·t you td l I I.<~- to 
semi a li1-,.-ht rccon plane o,cr? I think 
the men are a li11lc jiuery ancl that ought 
to straighten them 0111." 

'"The general wi ll think rm olI my 
rocke r," I said. Then I had a second 
thought. " l\fayhe. Maybe that 's not so 
bad. \·\lc·II Cilll it a camoullagc excn.isc. 
Have the men camoullagc a111I re<111es1 
that recon plane to rnkc some photos. 
The pictures will show i£ a11ythi11g really 
crazy has happened." 

I released the pigeon a1 l ',00 hou.-s. 
The men had dug in and Hodge h;ul 
done a good joh o( supervhi11g the cam
ouflage. George M ichdson had taken a 
torporal aml a couple of· men on a re
co1111aiss:111ce. l"d ordered the cooks to 
give the men au early meal- a hot meal 
of C rations. In auu;1I comhat condi
tions. wc·d probabl~- live off K rations, 
hut 0 11 thi, exercise we had the luxury 
or Coleman ~to\·cs and a supply of C ra
tio11s. \Vhen :\lichclson got hack, the 
four ol m sat around the otlice rs' club 
and had a drink- 1hc: dub being Fritz 
Payson's sheller ha!£. two stumps and a 
houldci-: and the drinks bi:ing bourbon 
and branch in paper cups. 

Friu. I should 1101c. was a dual-purpoSt' 
olhcn of the ki11d rt."<-ptircd by our un
orthodox outfit. He w;1s a mt:dic. but he 
was ;1lso trained :.1s ;111 infa111ry ollicer 
-which \\·,,, how I would use him until 
we had some real c ,suahies. " Doctor 
Fritz:· I said. " I want IO consult you. 
Have you ever known a case o( a mas.s 
topographic h;11lut.in;11ion? How 1s it 
th.it a whole group o r prc.\umahly sane 
people r.n, imagine they sec a lorl'sl 
•·han)!;e in front of their eyes?' 

--can·, s.1y. Colonel. Hut 1 don·t see 
why we should he much wonied. One 
tn.·c·s j ust as gon<l as ano1he1·, as f,n as 
I'm concerned. Sure, the road's gone, 
hut th:11 is11·1 much of a los.~. You'll h,we 
10 admit it was11·1 any superhighway. 
Now. I suggest that we ju~, procL'Cd as 
usu;tl with the maneu,·ers :ind some re-.i
sonable expbn;1tio11 will !Urn up bdore 
long." \Ve ;111 had ;11101hn dri11k 0 11 that. 

22011 hours. I ;un writing this last liuc 
by flashlight. No plane has crnne. 

Notiembrr 25 . 1'11-1 . JlltJO hmn.,. II 
beg-an to r.1i11 in thl, 11igh1. turned to 
sleet tow;ird morning and quit .1bou1 
<fawn . The ground is muddy and Hodge 
asked pcm1issio11 £or the men to light 
fires. I agret'(l- hut il wok an cnonnous 
cffon or will to overcome a supersti1ious 

(crmti1111etl 011 />age 12-1 ) 
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rcding that has suddenly come on'I' me. k11c•w ht:"d opt·11 the m1:,,.;1gc as Mlon :h 
.\, ir ,ome w:11d1t·r 1,·1:rc out tlll•ft•. I he- s;cfdy (Ould. 
told l-l•Mlj.\c that 1he 1111:11 could drv out .. :\'01hi11g. Sugc:1111. !\:ow hig-h-tail." 
hut th;n tht: lirt·\ h;1cl to lie c:x1i11g11i,h,·d /'>IJ11 /11111n .. \Lijor l'owt·r- is a :.;ml-
promptly ;11 O!IOll-h<:<.a11sc: ol the ,-,,,cu- sen,!. It i"1'1 jll\t 1h:11 ht·'s c;,,y to :.;ct 
t:d pl:in.- :md 1hc.· t:1111oull:i;.;1: c Xt·1 c i-.<'. alo11g- with ;11111 know, the 1t·n:ii11. \\' hilc 

Th:11 pil-,'l·on mti-1 ha, (· dc:c iclul to Hod.t:c i, my idm of the lx.-,,1 ki1ul of 
walk. Our he,clquaner, :11 ( :ol11mhia 1s So111hc:111 h:ic.kwoo,bman, l'uwt·1s is what 
about )HI 111ile, >0uthw,·,t-whid1 1s !"cl always i111:i:.;i11t:d a real Su111ht·n1 aristo
:d1011t a two-daiy n1;c1·, h for us c:1 <JSS· cr:tt to he. J-1,, c:111 scn·c 1111,kr ;11101 lwr 
co11111ry. 11111d1 le,~ th:111 :111 hour's Uight man withotH rCSl'lll lllt'lll aml (Ollllllaml 
for a p i!.:t'OII .11111 aho111 '.!O 111i11111cs for orhcr men wi1ho111 !>homing .. ·\1011g 1,·ith 
one of 1hose light plarws. Columhia i,11·t th;u. he SL't'.IIIS to h;11c a kind of six1h 
mud, of .1 pl:tct'. \, l':t~ ">II p111 i1. ' 'I'm sense ahou1 our pre..,·11t odd prt:di,ament. 
ftont Bo,ron :11tcl ( :olumhia cloe,11·1 do a H,· jul>I c.:1mt· to me and Ml~!.:(-,,tc:d that 
1hi11g for mt-. Sc:1·,·11 thnmand ,ouls we rorgo 1ht· u,ual praui<e liri11g this 
pnchi11g o n 1i111l·,1011e cl iff , anti in im- :1lternorn1. I h:td ahe.itly ,lni<k-d 1h;11. hut 
111i11e111 peri l ol ,li<ling i11w rhe Duck I w:,s gl:td rh:11 Powers hacl s;,icl it lirsr. 
riH·r. .. lk aclclt-<I. hownn: " I wo11lcl11't .. B:ott·"m," I s:,id. " is rherc a11ythi11g-
111i11tl >l'<.~11g it right 110w. tlwugh." \Ve you know or that you\t: 1101itt·d that 
all fdt th;ct w;,y. I h;1vc wriu,·n a ·· \ to,t i,11·1 app:11<.'111 to the: 1t·,1 of u,?" 

Uq.\"e111" to G <·nt·r:tl C:1t}llT. l'ay,011 is 
al,0111 to rdc.ii,c rhc pil;t.-011. 

I WO l,oun. The 1hinl pigt·on 1nok off 
;111 hour agn. Th:H one n1ight l1:11e a 
mishap is <p1i1c possible. Thal two 111i:.;ht 
rail is u 11likdy. hut i1 ·s ,, ill a cha11c.-e. I 
c:111 '1 imag-iue three 1101 makiug it. 

1/llf/ /mun. I a~kccl llrnlge IO 1q101t 
aml. when he c;unc, f a~h·cl him how 
1 he: men were. 

.. A li111t- ,hook. Cololl(:I. 
wo11clcri11g- wh:11 m c,sage, tlwm pi!-\con, 
IM.-c11 c.1n1•i11g:· 

"I wo11·1 kid you. Sergc.111t. Somc-
1hi11g·s gone wrong with 11,e pigc.~ms. 
,\11d it's urgl·lll th:11 I gl'I a 111c·,,;1~e 
1 hroui.;h to Columl,ia ;1s ")()11 ;is p•isl>i
hlt-." l"cl tlmul,\-ht 1his m er <:trelully. It 
,,·as re:,lly Lil·t1tt·11a111 ;\ lie hcl,011\ job. 
h ut. fm various n ·:,,-111,, I r r11,1c.~I Hodge 
more i11 this c:1:-A:. A tough . ,lin·w,I. 
nHir;1gl~J1a- red•lll'l k from I ht· 11ol'lh
Ceorgia hills ,au htc 1ht· he,, 11<1111om in 
rhc .\1111y if he wa111s 10. Or 11:e wo1,1. I 
woulcl11't rrn,t I locl:.;c with ;1 wom:111, 

fi,·e doll:11', or a boll le or licpcor. Tht·rt:'s 
11ohO(l~ !'cl r:ither h;"·e with nw in a 
lire fi:.;h1. 

" 1 lodg(·, t ;1 ke s ix of your be..t men 
am! howe,1:r many muk, you 11c.:ed. I 
\\':till you 10 head b,1t k lor Col11mhia 
1lo11hlc time. :-it'<.' o n the 111;1p--yo11 tut 
:,tso,s <Ou1111~· until you hit th<! Colom• 
hia Pike right here. A, soon as you get 
to a µ;;1, ,1,11io11. r:1II i11 10 tl-e mowr pool 
101 a «111p'.c ol ,d,ides- 11111<-ss ynu tan 
flag tlmr11 a n An11y tnu k 1111 tl:e high
way. Tht·11 gft Colom·( \ \11·ight"s rq,ly lo 
my mt:•-,;lf.\l' ;111<1 d1i,e to :->p1i11g Hill. 
I'll rc11clc1.1ou, with you thtre tomorrow 
.ifler110011." I 1lid11·1 1111i1c k11ow l•ow to 
:uhl the la,1 ,.:n1c11c.:e. ·· .. \ 1111. I lo:lg-c-if 
thcre·, ;111 y1 hi11g wro11g :11 C:ulumh i;1. 
ju,t hcacl bad. to tht: n ·11d(·1,·011, poinr:• 

" \ Vh:11 do you think might he wrong 
at Coh11111,ia. ,ir?' H o1lr.;e was prnl1ing
lO find out wh:tt the 0ll1cial l'it·w w:is. I 

":\'o:· he s:citl ... I 've known thi, coun 
tr} ;11n1111d hc1e all my lik. Sonwthing 
oclcl It;" h;1p1M.·11c,I to ir. l,111 I led that 
it \ h;..,ica lly rl,e , :ome. The hills ;111d the 
ril'l'r. ;ut: , 1ill i11 the ri~ht pl:Ke., , even 
though the 1rn·, h:1n: ch:111:.;~~1. \\"h.,t 
spook, me is this gho.t ly k<:li11g I keep 
h:" in~-1 ltd "lllmhi11g- 0111 here that 
r,e Ill l '(•r known before." 

/ S(J11 hm11.1. I 11,1c:11I o l ~oi11g through 
01w of 1he mual 1r:ii11i11g problc.:ms. I le-ft 
P:,y,,011 in co111111;111d a 11d wok 1'01,·cr, 
;md .Mid1d,.m with me 011 a p:11rol. \Ve 
S\\ ·t11 t~ ,,.<·st o, l ·r son1c 1 ou.~h grou11d 
a11d throu~h :i lot of !,Club 10 rhc liule 
l'ill;1gt· of \\'a\l'rly. whid, 111:irkt·d rhc 
wntc.:rn bonl<:r of ou1 m:mc:u,er :1R·a. 
\\'ht•u Power!> lc.'tl us up the knoll O\Cf
looki11g rhc 1ow11. I was ~ure 1ha1 all 
thn.1· of Ill> cxpntl'CI it 10 ha1e "111ishc1I 
-ancl we wtre right. \ Ve se;,rrhe,I 1ht: 
i111111t:di;11e aH~1 :111el fo11111I not a trare of 
1n,11b or fo11111l.11 io11,. At d1;11 poi111, my 
gi<.';t1t:,1 1n11 ry 1,·:,s 1-lri<lgt: a11d hi, mcn 
- wha1 kintl ol :111 u11k11ow11 h;ul I ,l"lll 
1hu11 i1110? One<! h:1d, :1t the bimu;u . I 
01ekn1I the 111t·11 lO Ix· prq>arc<.1 10 nm,·e 
0111 .,1 O'jOO the lll'Xl 11101 ning. \ \'e ,,,ere 
goi 11g to follow a comp;.,., l·ou rsc lor 
Spring Hill ;mcl move as fast as we 
c.oulcl. 

,\'m•t'mbrr :!fJ. / IJ./,/. l?.00 i,0111J. I 
,,., itc thi, at o ur 110011 hre:,k. I dm,e the 
mt·n h;,nl this morning. but. wh;11 with 
the mud a nd the- cold ;md the hr11ke11 
co11111ry. wt d itl11'1 111;1kl' l'CI")' ~ood time. 
\\'c h.1ve 10 ~low u p c.0111i1111a lly in orcler 
to dc:sr p:iths .. \ long with that. tht·rt: arc 
110 l;11ulmark, l'O\,·ers ca n g-uidc 111. \ Ve 
did n111 ;ic1oss some ~ig11s of life this 
mm·ni11gc..-:111 i\Ol;11cd, h11rncd-0u1 cahin 
:111cl :1 log hriclgc ;1cros\ :, ,mall s trc:am. 

I h:ul :'\ fie hd,011 and Powers he:ul up 
the rnh111111. ,d, iltc l'apo11 a 11d I h iked at 
the n ·ar. I said. " Fri11. have you rw1icl·d 
th:11 c:11 h of '" rc:1< h i11 a l><llll<:wh:11 
dillerc111 way to 1his puvk? It st:'t'.lll, to 

ha,·e hccn a tonic for Michd51.)ll. Up to 
now. he\ :ilways gone 1hroug-h the train
i11~ in a ki111l of h:drl ,cartcd way. But 
,imc tht: thiui.; happened. he's ,111ldcnly 
in lop fmm .. \ 1cal c;1:;er bcal'cr:· 

··\\·d1:· l',11<;011 ~aid , lowlv ... Gcor~c 
ha, .1lw.,y~ h,:e11 a cc111cealccl , mi~fi1. l➔c 
wa, a kitl from a 1id1 family-:111<1 if 
)mn· f:itlwr h.,ppcns 10 he pn,,i<ft:nt ol 
011e ol 1he Jii_t; tire companies. 1woplc: 
will I hi11k )"11 hal'c littk faili11gs. but 
thq• II o,nlook a ~rious 111al:ulju,1mc·111. 
(;c;m½c's 011ly real i11tt-rcst is in hloocl 
,p,Jrt,. I 1t:·s :1 l,ig--g:1111e h11111c:r. I k"s :111 
t:Xpe1 I \\·i, h jlhl ;1ho111 :111y kincl ol "11;1II 
anm 1011 t~111 n.111,c. I le-\ heen the U.S. 
~~il,er , champion. I tlouht ii ;111)1,0lh 
could t:1kc· hilll with a knili: or at jud~ 
l,c's , u,xTh." 

--1 M.'e," I said. "'You re;1lly clid11't an
swc:r m y cp1t·s1io11. Fi i1z. llut I know 
wh;u you me:111. \\"c\c hcc-11 /Jfoyi11g w:ir 
.incl Gc:01-gc ha, lx·c11 hrnc.:,I hy i1 . :'\c>w, 
like a h11111cr :111imal. ht··~ c.;1t1ght the l>lCllt 
of hloo<I i11 tht· wiml." 

··You said it: I clicl11'1," s;1i<l Payson. 
s1:1lki11g 011 :1he11I. 

.\'m1n 11bcr 27. f'J./-1. ~onh<-rn Chi11;1 
, ;111·1 h1; a11y worse th:111 miclcllc Tc1111rs
l>l'l' in u;ul we:11hcr. \\'e"rc bo~g<:d down 
in mud h;df tl:c t ime. It h;1lls up on 1hc 
mule.-; kct. Swollen l>treams arnl thick 
1111dt:.-l,n1,h h;cH· loRt'<I a 101 o l deto111s 
a11d thniw11 '" off , 0111-,.e;. \\'c arc al• 
ready (:ire for ou r n·1 1<1l'z1011s wi1h 
H<Kl.i.:c. \l y prt·,c:111 thoughr j,; 10 drop 
the 1rai11i11:.; c·xt·rcisc .cnd hit sou rh fc>r 
Columbia it.cl[. 

Xm•,·111/,cr 2s. / !l./-1. !WO ho111.1. The 
whole 1hi11g 11111st be gc.•11i11g 011 my 
11t·nt~. 'I hi, 111on1i11g I ,ii,/ onlc:r a 
d1an:.;e in the n111r\C' ro hc·;1el lor Colum• 
hi:, . \\' hat lkci,kd me was !><J11tethi11g 
,ll':111:;c within mysdl. \\'t· we111 i11to b1,·· 
011:,c yt•s1ncl.1y around 1530 hou1 s. The 
mc11 w<:11: c:xh:H1,kd :11ul wet 1l11u11gh. 
Twiet· l'ay,,011 c1111e to me and l'l'<jlll'Mt·d 
that till' 111,·11 111 ;1llownl 10 IH1ild hres. I 
w:1111c:cl 10 s:1y ye~. hut so111ethi11:.;- I c ,11' t 
cxpla i11 hdcl me bat k. I rd usc,I. I clo. 
howeH'I. i111cml IO )!;i,i: c, ery!Jo.ly a tl11 t•e· 
clay p:,s.~ co111hi11t·1I wi1h a \\ccl..t:11<1 ;1~ 
soon :ts l\t' J.\l·t ~11~,i~l11c11ctl 0111. 

Jt,Jo ho11r.1. \\'c'd finally made it 
1hn.,11:.;h the \\Ohl ol tlw 1\00<I~ aml l\'l'l't· 
j11,1 ;il,0111 lO ('llll' I' more op,·n COUll'.r~· 
whc:11 \\'e lwanl i1- 1111111i,1ak,d,I). it w:" 
the ,0111111 of a 11ilkry. It c,1111· from rite 
di rc·n io11 ol ( :ol11111hi;1. \Vt: stup1x~I in 
our 11':1ck, :crnl l'oWtTl> aml I ,1;11ed at 
e;1d1 othe1 . Th,·1c: w;" 110 :1rtilk1) ;11 
Columhi.1. Tht: ouly firi11g r;mge w;,~ for 
sm:1II :inns. The.: 011ly 1111i1s in 1hc vi, iui-
1)' wt-re small i11fon1ry comhat u ·am~ like 
our~. Thfn I ~,uh k11 ly ,,aw a ,tr:111ge 
look or rccog11i1io 11 ancl 1111dcn1;111di11g 
<omc o,·i:r the major\ foc·c. I le an
swertcd my 1111spokc11 <{UCstion. ··That 
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so1111d comes om of history," he said. 
' 'C;mnon firing at Co lumbia." 

Nnr•1·111/Jn 29, / 9-1/. 1 ]()() hours. \Ve 
h :111 sroppe<l yl-stcnlay jmt where we 
were. This morni11g ,hortly aher dawn, 
HO{l~e c:11ne into c.unp. Two of his men 
were dead and t\\·o were wo111Hled and 
he h:ul a <lt'ad , tra11gcr with him. The 
,quad was moumcd o n four fine-looking 
ridiug horses and the hodics " ·ere s1r:1pped 
011to the h:id.s of three led horses. 

The men came running . They began 
to crowd around the horSt."S. yelling 
questions. a1,d it took :, few minutes to 
get. them under control. Fr itz stayed 
with the wounded men. I took J\ I ich<:1-
son and Power~ ;isidc with me to hear 
l·l0<lgc's report. I gave H odge the last of 
my whi, kq· in a Glllll't'll cup a11cl he 
gulped it down. This is his story. given 
more o r k :1-s in his own ,~o nls: 

" \\It• n111 iuto a lot o( mighty rugged 
country. :111(1 it wasn't till day be fore 
ye,tcnlay e,·ening we got to Columbia. 
\Ve heanl a few , hot~. so we crept up 011 

it kind of cautious likl·, and damn if we 
didn't Sl'e the wildi:st ,ight you ever bid 
eyl's 0 11. There was one army _just lcav
i11' its po,itions on the south bank o f the 

$l~t ~ f;#t~~ 
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Dulk and crossin· O\'er. There was a11• 
other anuy mo,·i11' up from the south
bill they did11't auack. \\'c could >ec the 
c:11·:i lry, the cai,sons and the old-time 
ca nnon. The mc11 said we must of lost 
our way-;iml we'd run into a movie 
outfit maki11' a Ci, ii \ Var pict urc. 

"llut l lt1lf'W it was Colurnhia, 1hou11;h 
it was :111 different. Just a few 11111cldy 
strl'ets am! fr~•mc houses. But the lime
stone l>luffs were the same aml the 1·iH' r 
was the same. Still. I k111:w it c·ould11'1 
be. So we lay low 1h:1 t 11i~h1. Next clay 
we sr;,r1 t~ l scoutin· up a11d down the 
Duck. kl-'l·pin' to co,·er as much as pos.~i
h lc. \\lheu some more firin' broke om, 
we headed for Spring Hill. mol'in' along 
a din road . They spotted u s about the 
s;ime time ll'e spoiled them-m;1ybc 
fifteen. twenty horsemen. 

" \,Vei l, sir, by this time, I was crary to 
know what in he ll \\'as goi11' 0 11. So I 
101<I the boys to get off their mules and I 
staned wavin' lO the peo ple down the 
ro:rd . They didn't pay me 110 mind. They 
fon1ll.._l up like a cav;,lry troop, stance! 
out at a trot. wen~ ; rllo a ca ntcr a11d sud
clen ly they were whoopin· and hcadin' 
down on us ;,t a tlcad nm. So there I 
was out in the mi1ldk of the roat.l yellin', 

--'.___ 

' Hey, l\I(;;\( or 20th C'.cntm-y-J=ox. or 
whoc:,·er the goddamn hell you are, lay 
oU. This is the U.S. Army: 

"But those boys wnen' t p layin'. They 
wne c;1rryi11~ big hor~ pis1oh ;1ml 
douhle-harrdcd shotgun.~ :md they looked 
real me:111. Tll(.:y we,·e r ight on top of us 
and maylx: I would have hesit.,tcd still 
if they hadn't shot our mules rig·In thcn. 
\ \'c let ·cm have it with the choppen. I 
ju~t didn't ha n : 110 other choice: · He 
stopped at this point and looked s1r;1ight 
i1110 my eye. ... You knew what it w:1s 
,111(1 who it was when you scm us balk 
Lherc, Colo11d." 

" You' r·l· wrong. Hrnlge," I s;,icl. "If I'd 
known, I wouldn 't ha, ·e scnt you." 

"It's my fault ," said Pcm·ers in a qui<:t 
vo ice. "I should have known the ;imwcr 
--or p:1n of it, aup,·a y. Some tremen
dous n:nural forte has ra< keel us b:1tk 
eig hty year~ in time." 

''lt ran't he," s;1id Hodge. "I w;" bo111 
in 19'.?U. Now you say this here is lllfi.J." 

"That «le.rd horse solclicr ba<k thete,'' 
Powers said, ''helongs 10 the cav;,lry 
corps of General Nathan lle<lfmd For
J'l",t. \\'c arc rn the mid~t of the Civil 
\Var." 

There was a crazy look o n Hodge's 
face. "Now I know why them boy~ :n
la(ked m!" he sa id. "They thought we 
"'"s \';111kccs!'' 

"C c 11eral J. 13. Hood commanding." 
said Powers. "He has given FoiTC:.t in
struuions to clear this ;ffea of all hostile 
forces. You probably looked like crcanues 
from Xlars to them, not Yankecs--1.iut 
they were following orders. 

"Colonel. m:,y I have you r pem1ission 
to brid this 1,•...-011p? :\I y grc;11-~•Tandfa1her 
was a ge11e1;d in the \V;tr Between the 
States. 1-1 is house was 11ot very far from 
he1·e aud he was--will be- killecl in 
haulc before long. So, you st'C, I have a 
pn:rry good idea of what i, goin~ 011. 

" Herc is tht· picture. G rant h:1s Lee 
lolkCtl in a l'isc in Virgi11ia. Shennan 
has uurnt.xl Atla11ta and is marching to 
the sea. There is 011ly one Co11f'cderate 
;1rmy that cm st ill strike-it is H ood's. 
H e has thi rty•eiAht thous.and me n: he l1:1s 
t'Ollle nor th into Ter111essee a nd he's aim
ing at Nasl11·illc .. -\frer that, he has cle1ii!-\11s 
011 Ci11c·i11n;1ti ;111<1 Chicagn. Opposmg 
him is Ge11eral Geo rge Thomas. who is 
gatheri11g troops at Nash vi lle now Jm. 
mccliately in from of Hood is h is old 
\Vest Point da,smatc General John Scho
field , with ahom twe my-two thousand 
rm: 11, at Columbia. Hood is going to n•>ss 
the ril'er with pan of his a1 my and m0\'e 
011 Sp1-ing Hill this afternoon. That will 
rnt Sdwlield off from N;1sll\·illc and put 
him in a trap." 

" l' ifljll't:," said llrnlge. 
"Not so faM, Sergeant," said Powns . 

.. Somc1hi11g very , tr:1ngc h;rppens. 
Something th:11 noho<ly-panicipant or 
sc.hobr- has c,-cr lm:n ahle to cxplai11. 
To11ighl, Ge11cral Schofield will march 
hi~ army away from Columbia, up the 



0 1lumhi;1 Pike. and his scn·11tt·en 1hou
,.1wl mc11- hc has Sl'nt 011e di, i,io11 011 
:,hc;u)-,,·ill m:1rch pr;lltic.1 lly throu~h 
du: middle of 1-luod 's ;army ;md e'>t;1pe 
1111,n·11." 

"\\'di. ~ndda111 11," said 1-Iodv;e . 
" J omoi row, Scholidtl's army wi II 

makt .1 ddcme of the town of Franklin. 
I loot! will ;111;1t k h im with e , cry thi11g 
he ,. 111 mmtt·r. Ami 110w, gc11d('111en , 
1011 ~ct rhe !>l'to11d rnysrcry. Thl' cha rge 
ol the 0 111ft'tler;ite infa111rv will hernmc 
•mt o[ the hloodicst di,;istn, o l Lhe 
\ \';u. 111 a little less 1h;111 li\l'. hours. 
I food ,.-ill lo,.c six 1hnusa11d men. No 
1111t has ew:r l>CC11 ahle Lo expbin the 
111.1~,i, l'. u11he;ml-of firepowl'r that Lhc 
h~lcr.1h threw agai11st him." 

Power, pau,cd and rema i11c·d silem 
for .tt k ;1~L three mi1111L<-"'- It was ob
, io11, th;n there wa, a ten ilile , trugl{le 
in hi~ miml-aml to me it wa, aho 
olJ\ iom that he w;1111ed me, as the com-
111;111ding officer. to 111;1kc the next <kci
~in11. I ~,id. '"There i, only one a 11~,-er to 
the two my,terics. Your implic:11io11 is 
pl;1i11-1he foreknowledge of wh;11 will 
h,1ppc11 plu, the incredihlc firepower of 
1hc fu ture. But, Bate , this is 1101 our 
w~ar.·• 

" It is the historv of ou1· coumrv." 
Powers s;1itl. " Look ·:,t it this w;1y: F;1tc 
i, rhe field marshal of .ill ;mnic,. It ha~ 
i;i, m us a mission." 

I lodl-:e had been thi11ki11g hard. " ~fa
jor. are rou sayin' that the c,G1pe to

night ;rncl the ba11lc tomorrow will win 
the \\':1r for the North?" 

l'owers smiled sadly. •· No one e,·cr 
knows pr<Xiscly when it w;1s that :1 war 
w;1, lost . .\II I can s;I\' is th:u the S0111h's 
011ly , triking force ,~·ill be n ippled to
morrow. Hood will lo,,(_· a great m;m y of 
hi, fi 11c,1 ollit·crs. \ Vha t 's more. lll'' II be 
dealt a terrible p,ychological blow. At 
the Baute of Na,h\"ille to come. he will 
hd1;1\e like a nun in a , mpo r an<l 
Tho111;1s will rout hi, ;irmy." 

"You and me bct·11 brought up a liule 
di lllTClll. :\lajor," Hodge ,aid. " :\l y dad
dy taught me two thi11g'S--011e was to 
h.11c Y:111kees ,md the other was tha t \·ou 
:1in't lo,1 till you 're cle:,d. I hgure ir' we 
help Hood oc t loose, he kin rai!>C so 
mu1h hell L1~1t the NonJ1 will have to 
wme to tem1s. .Maybe he kin burn 
('.hic:1go!" 

"That'll do, S<:r!!;ea111!" I snapped. 
"Nu more of thal talk." 

" I Inlli,,c's f:t<:e had a remote. c:ilc11lat
i11g look. "Permission to a\k a q111-stion, 
, ir?" I told him to go ah1·:HI. '"\,\There's 
the colonel from?" he said. 

"\Vii>COllSin." 
" l)ocs the colonel remember the 

1p1alihca1io11s a man had 10 ha\•e 'fore he 
w ulcl m lu111ecr for the 65tith? Combat 
\c1cr;111. Pacific Theater. Experience with 
mules. Now, when: do you Ll1i11k mule 
,kin11ers come from? Two thirds of your 
mc11 arc o le country boy, from Dixie. No, 
sir. we ain't gonna save the b:1c:o11 for 

r 
'' / g ue.u l l'e're .wrf of engaged. H e grme m e n11 11r11 

cuntaining the ashes vf his dm/l card." 

some \';111kec general. \Ve go11na cha11ge 
history." 

" No, Sergea111. you're wrong." The 
111;1jor's voice was sad a11d quiet. 

"llut you ' re from 1·e111wnee, sir! You 
s.1id you grl'w up arou11d hnc." 

"Tomorrow," l'm,·crs said slowlv, " the 
bodies of li,c Confctleratc gencr;;ls will 
he laid 0 111 011 my gre:11-grand(:nlu~r·s 
porch. Fifrccn hundred Southern boys 
will be buried 0 11 his fam1. fl llreah my 
heart to know this. nut tomorrow you 
will sec an even more hcanhreaking 
.'>ight. You will see an army that is the 
forlorn hope of :1 dying land. You will 
sce men b:,rd oot amt wcari11g rags. You 
will sec hu1ulred~ of \,·ou11<led men who 
will die simply because there are 110 

mcdic.11 , upplics. The Confederacy is 
brc;uhing its l:1st-it 's only hum:mc to 
get the \\'ar O\ e r with." 

H01li,e sa1 ~111mp<;-d down; he shook 
his head. " .\ly great-gr:mdmothcr \,·as 
raped hy one of Shenn;m's men. i\ly 
grcat-gra111ldaddy died i11 a Ya11kec war 
priso11." 

"You're under orders. Sergeant." I 
s.1id. Bul I h;1d more important things to 
do. "Come on. i\ lajor. You aml I ha\'C to 
hricf the men. i\ l ichelson, you sec that 
those llll'n in the o. p. arc keeping a 
sharp lookout." 

Powers and I stood :11 the edge of the 
small clearing. Ami the men sat in a 
scmit-irde. The sun was shining :ind the 
NO\·ember lea\'es were all bright reds 
and yellows. It seemed like one of our 
trainiug classes; it all seemed so normal. 

Then I hcgan. '· ,\fen. that \,·cinl change 
in the forest the other day was actually 
1 he sig11 of. . . . " They listl·m·1l. tense. 
motionless. soundless. \Vhe11 I finished, 
J tried 10 tell from their fates whether or 
1101 they were with me. I couldn't. Then 
Powers hcgan to expla in the mili rnry sit• 
uatio11. He did it :idmirahly anti he 
emled up hy saying some of those same 
things aho ut the South anti ou1· mission 
in history. He asked if the re were a11y 
questions. Nohody spoke- 1he11 I sud
tlcnly no ticed the ir eyes. They were all 
looki11g at a point to our left. behind us 
:1111011~ 1he trees. 

I started to lllrn. "Hold it. Colonel. 
Arni you. too, \lajor." Hodge said. He 
was standing there with his .15 CO\'Cring 
our· hatks_ 

He took a couple of steps forward aml 
yclletl. "You Southem ersl You gonn.1 let 
these Yankee oflicers mal:e you kill yore 
o wn kin? Lis1e11 to me! Y'all t an chani,:c 
hiswq· tomorrow if you want lo. I'm 
goi11' 10 put these Yankees 01n ol" ac1io11 
:11111 I'm goin' to join the Stars a11d Uars. 
These here machine guns will he 011 our 
side 10111orrow. l:.\'ery man who's with 
rne. s1:111d up." 

"Softly, softly. General Hodge!" J\1 i
chclson had come quietly up through 
the ln~es :ind now he was standing 
there. holdi11g :111 ~1-3 suh111ad1i11e guu 
pointed a lmost carelessly at Hodgc·s 
hat k. " \Ve all ha\·c an appointment i11 
Samarra. Only, here in the U . $_ A. it's 
called ,\ppomattox." 

Hodge spoke back O\'er his shoulder; 127 
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"You got a J.{llll o n me. I got a gun on 
them. Supposi11' we both kt down and 
1hc 11 you and I fight it 0 111 fair. Yankee:-" 

Miche lson was enjoyi11g e,·CJ")thing 
cnonnouslv. ".\larn,lous." he said. "All 
right with 

0

)0U, Colonel? 1"11 c,·e n let you 
c.hoosc your weapons. Hodge."' 

"\Vhcre you from. Yankee?" 
'Tm from Chicago, lll i11oi~." 
"OK. Then I d1oose kni,·cs. There's 

nothin' I'd like hc111:r tha n to open 
you up and see wh;11 color a Yankee is 
iusitle." 

\ \'c joined the semicircle. Somehow, 
under the ~tr:111~c circ11m,1a11ces. 1hi, ,in
glc combat seemed 110 more bizarre than 
:tll)thing eb c- but I did make smc that 
I had .\lichclso11·s ;\f.j umler my arm. 

l-10<l~e·s hand dipped in his pocket 
and the blade flicked out as he extended 
his ann. Bm .\I ichclson w.is ha ir a scc
oml earlicc They crouched and began 
10 d rde. Suddenly. Hodge fcimcd. then 
his knife came up amt he jumped to at
tack. It was a ll o,·er in a momem-a 
weird. tr.igic moment for me. 

Hodge must h:n e le;1rncd his knife 
fighting 011 counn-y crossroads Sal urday 
nights. He was rough and he was quick. 
But .\lichelson had le;1rned h is style 
hom the finl·~t of prok~sionals--that ,,·;1s 
apparent at once. There was another 
thing . .\fichclson. g i,·e11 the chance. was 
;1 horn killer. At the moment he spilled 
Hodge's guts on the grou11d, he 
laughed. 

I mourned the bra,·c man who had 
wanted to kill me aml I hated the man 
who had s:n·ed mv life. 

\\'e all stood s1~llho11ml a moment. 
Then :\lichclson sai1I. "\\"hat I came 10 
tell vou, sir. is that a rebel unit has 
pit:k~d up Hodge's trail. .\filler has them 
under ohsen·ation from the o. p. They·re 
hound to h ir. ns within a half ho ur." I 
came to. I began 10 issue my orders. 

Our position was just at the edge of 
the woods and we occupied a small r ise. 
.·\t the encl of the meadow that sloped 
away from us. I could now see a line of 
cn·alry Conning up. It was perfect aml 
hcau1iful. I could u111lers1aml why 
Hodge and h is men had thought they 
were wa tching a JllO\'ie 1,eing made. 
IJ111lcr the IJ1·ight autumn sun. the ir col
ors ;111d the ir unit guido n snapped in the 
hrce,e. 

Our array was not nearly so pretty. 
\ \'e were stnmg along the low ridge, 
H . .\ Rs and m:1chi11e !-,'llllS on the flank~. 
mortars to the rear of the clearing in a 
shallow empbcc111en1. 

Far ofI there in the sunlit meadow, 
the toy captain raised his toy saber an<l 
the line began 10 move forward. In a 
short while, they were 110 longer t0ys. 
\Ve listened to the rumble of hooves. 
Suddenly, whe n they were halfway 
,moss the meadow, the first mun:ir shells 
made red-blac.k holes in the perfect gray 
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he:ml Power·s yelling. " :\lortars, 
hold your fire ' \Ve neecl those hoi·scs. 
B .·\ Rs a ncl 1 ilks, ~ct the llll' n . but clon't 
hit the hm·scs if you can hdp it." 

The Co11fcdc1a1es lucl not broken 
str ide. They dosed ranks beautifully 
and now the ir horses were strctc.hing 
i1110 a clca1I nm. Then came a sound 
that 110 li,·ing m:111 of our time has t:,·er 
h1:;ml- the 1·e bd yell. l"\'e hearcl it cle
scrihed as a whoop and as a kind o( 
''Yippee," but :1uually, it's much akin 
to th;n lcar-impiring a>-«X'l' .\le~amlcr 
taught his phalaux '° ma ny ce111ui-ies 
ago. I glanlcd at our line of prone men, 
silc11t unclcr their stec:I hdmets, ~ighting 
down the l•ancls o f the ir ,,·eapon~. I had 
wontlen:d whether tho,e Southern fingns 
would pull the trig_1,\ers. But now my 
men were being challenged a, 1fociplim·cl 
wlclier, :111cl I I.new they would. 

I onle1ed liriug to hq;in at 200 pnls. 
Our automatic-weapons men S(1uceted 
o il hurs1s o f three, corrected for range 
a11tl lJega11 10 riddle the line . I heard :\li
chcl~11 s.iy lo the gunners. ··Lea\'e the 
c.1p1;1i11 for last. None of them must get 
aw;1y." They were 150 y;ircls away. 
Loose horses were running aheacl of ;111<l 
hchiml Lhe chargiug line. There ,,·ere 
less than :m men ldt. At IUO yards, 
there were less than ten. Then there was 
one. The c;1p1ai11 was still 1ur11i11g his 
head wildly. in disbelief at the lin:power 
th.11 hacl demolished his troop in min
u1c,. Our lirini4 ,topped :1s the captain 
reined up, all ;1 lnne . .\t this dbtance, I 
could sec the bewilclel<:cl look on his face, 
the saber s.1g:;i 11g down ac.ross his sacl1lle
bow. the strl·al-:s of gny in his brown 
btarcl. He was 110 longer the 1:11e111y c.um
mamltr. I-le w:,s simply a lost. ,hocked 
human being-. A1ul I knew that 11011e o[ 
my mcn cuulcl kill him. 

:\lichclso11 pi1c.hed him o,.~ of the 
sa1ldlc with a ,ingle shot. 

No,,cmber 29, 1S6-1. 1500 hours. Then 
came the h:1nlcst p:,n. \\'e hacl 10 collect 
the horses :111cl strip the tlcad of their 
uniforms. It was pitiable. The Confeder
ate boots were 110 more than 1a11c1s o[ 
leather that dnng- 10 the leg ancl the 
soles were almost a ll worn through. The 
uniforms were hanlly uniforms a t all
ra~gcd, patc.hed, pieced out with ci\'ilian 
things. 

\ \le had a formation and Powers 
briefed the men. \\'e were to strip ofI 
our o.cl.s :11111 put them in the fire . The 
helmets had to be buried deep. Fo r the 
time being. we ,,·ere 10 wear the Con• 
federate dothes. he expb inecl, a ncl later 
we·c1 ha,·e to change to U11io11. Only our 
mo,1 e, \C11ti,tl c.-q11ipme111 was to be re
tainccl-arnl all of that cardully hidden 
u nder 1;1rpa11li11s 0 11 the mules· backs. 

Once we hacl do nnecl the gray tatte rs, 
Powers adclressed the men again. He 

was wearing the dead captain's uniform. 
He 11orcd th;tt Schofield had now sent 
the 5000 men under S1a11ley with his 
wago11 train hack 10 Spting llill. He 
said that Hooe! hacl now brought h;11f of 
hi~ army across the Duck aml would 
SO<ltt be at Spring Hill. 11,en the Con
lcdc1.11e1 woulcl h imuac for the night and 
our joh would begin- the job of spit iting 
Scholield"s :mny sakly through. 

\\'hl·n Powers askecl for questions, a 
rawboned corporal 11amctl Finch got up. 
'Tm ftom .\I ississippi. sir," he s.1icl. ··1 
bclie,·e I'm speakin' for most of the 
Southern hon here." I held my breath. 
" \\"d i. sir," lie wc.-111 011, "we didn't hold 
none with H<1tlgc. That is. we·re loy,11 to 
the 0111111. 10 Colonel Gilbert and all. 
But, sir. we clo11·1 see <111i1e why we ha,e 
10 get into this mess. This here Battle 
of Franklin tomorrow. Now, some ol 
the ho\'S 1·ememher hear te ll of how they 
had rcia1i,cs killed in it. \ Ve don't fed 
m1H.h like ,hootin' our O\\"ll k in. So 
we·re womlnin' if ma~be the colonel 
wouldn't 111r11 us loose. them as wa111s 10 
go. \\'e"cl swear 011 the Bible not to jine 
up 1,·ith Hood. We"d jist keep out'n the 
whole S<Juahble ancl head wesL H we 
shout :rnybody. it' ll bt Indians." 

"Tomonow some of my kin will die, 
too." s;1id Powers. ··Your decision, 
Colonel." 

I began. "\\'ell. J',·e thought about it 
and I hcl ie\'C it"s only just to gi\'e you a 
choke. Hut first let me say this. \Ve are 
lost fon·w:r. (.)111· worlcl has vani~hctl 
i1110 the mist of the future. Your wiH~. 
sweethearts, chilclre n will not be born 
for some sixty years he nce. Your com
raclcs in this outfit arc the only family 
you ha, c. Your ancestors out there 
coulcl ne,·er accept you-we are st ran
gers from :111 unhorn age. 

"St ill. I know your feelings. I am 
going 10 onlcr all of you to stick togeth
er as a unit. Tomorrow, when the shoot
ing st:11u . those who clo not wish to luc 
have my pcrmis,io11 to take shelter and 
try lO sun ive. Then you cm start we~t. 
if you like. There i~ 110 use in anyone·s 
heading out tonight. l11 Co11feclera1e 
uniform. he"tl he , hot a, a dc~erter ; in 
Union hluc. he"cl be shot e"en faster." ] 
was sut prised 10 find that only about 15 
of our i O men 100k the 11o ncombatant 
way 0111. 

As Powers. :'\fichclson ancl I rode at 
the head of the column toward Spring 
Hill. we tomparecl a few pcrso11al 11016. 
l\ l id1cb on ,poke with an ea~cr 1c,t. 
"This is the age for me! I coulcln't be 
happier. I fo11111I the '.!0th Century pret
ty clcp1cssin~ 0 11 1he ,,·hole-and I had 
110 ambitio n 10 clic in 1-fankow or what
ever. Think of it ! Th1:re's gold in Cali
fornia. In 1he next few ilecades, Morg;1n 
aml Vanderbilt amt Whitney will be 
m:iking their mill ions. And with what I 
know, rm going to lh-e a full life, 
bclie,·e me!" 

Po wers saicl, "1 ha,·e no more feel-



ings. :\ly only i111crcsL is in keeping the 
rcc.ord , traight. J ohn. when rhc dmt ha, 
!>Cit led . I \\'ant you to finish that journa l 
you\t• bee n keep ing . . .\ml then I w;,111 
10 lmry it as a l-.ind of t ime capsule to be 
louml -.01111::day artc.:r l!IH . I want our 
f.1111ilies to know \\·hat ha ppe ned to a ll 
of us." 

I ~1id, ",\greed . Afrn tha t, I think I'll 
1110\c 0 11 up to \\' iS<·o nsi n. Cct me a 
homc.:sL1kc 0111 in 1he woods somewhere 
;11ul rc.:tirc. I don'r ha,·e 11111d1 intercsr in 
Jile .1(11:r this." llut I l-.new 1hat. in fact, 
\H.,d ., JI he dead. There w;1s 110 other 
po>1>ihi li1y. 

Xm•,·111/,n JO. /Sr,-/. I /()0 ltnurs. '\\'c 
arc now dug in before Franklin and I 
kl\C a chance to till i11 this journal. Last 
111gh1. \\'C 1110\·c.:d a lo 11g :1 d in road 
1hrough hilly. wooded terrain towanl 
Spring Hill. U ni1s of .Jackson's corps 
\\ere moving up ,11111 110 011c paid any 
'(.K'.li,,1 a1te11tion to us. Spriug Hill i, a 
huh for roads. howe,·er. aml when the 
10;1d~ began to t:on,·crgc. we passed 
.1lo11g\iclc a hrigade o f Hood's infantry 
;111d we looked at them curiouslv. 

:\lo~t ol thc.:m app<:arcd 10 1.K'. lc~s than 
'.!O ~e;irs o ld. Their footwc,,r was burlap. 
thc.:ir uniforms were nomlcscript rags . . .\II 
c,rric.:cl a hb11kc.:1 rollc.:d m ·er o ne shoul
d1·1 and tied 1ogcthcr under 1he opposit<: 
;um. :\lost o( them had the 10 11g. muzzle. 
loadi11g rilles, hut a few. 1 norc.:d, ctrricd 
1he Sharps rilk . :\II wore tht· Johnny Rel, 
caps. They sloggl~l a lo11g in great good 
humor. 

"!1'11 you a i11't the puniest hunch o f 
hloodied up hoss111c11 I cn:r did see," 
yelled 011e o f the m ... l-low·,1 you happen 
to gi1 ,o 11ea1· the.: lii.:htin ':-" 

One of our Southe rn boys said, "Docs 
)'Ore 1110111111:1 know where you ' re at?' 

"Not si1tle Missionary Ridge. she 
don't. Hut you git tlle lca,·c an· 1'11 be 
tight proud to te ll her." La11gh1er. 

'"\\'! ,ere y'all been?" another o ne 
}'t:lkd. " H111chc1in' hawg·s?" 

"Ya11l-.ce hawgs." said one of 0111"s a nd 
du.Tc was more laughteL 

\\'e sa lurcd the ir co111111andi11g olliccr. 
"\'011 arc p;,n of Clchunrc's division?" 
J>owc1 ~ asked . 

".')ix1c.:e111h .\l.lhama," said the o tlicer, 
"and I'd gi,·c a nything Lo know where he 
i\," 

"I happt:11 to know that he's at .Spring 
Ifill." said Powers. "The Ya nkee wagons 
:uul ahout ln-e l11011sand men arc there.'' 

As we got closer to the town. we hc
g;111 10 hear oc:c;;i~iona l fit·ing. \ \le took a 
side roatl-l'owers conlidenrly in the 
k :,tl-;11 111 skinnl awav lrom the ha ttle
ftd<I. The11 we took a ' p;11h that led up 
to a ,,·oodcd n 1111age poi111 somewhat 
\,·c.:st o f rite town. Here we stayed co11-
le,1lcd while we had a di1111cr of K ra-
1io11s. The four o r us olliccrs scanued the 
area through field glasses. 

I \,·as fosli11ated 10 sec a Ci,·il \ Var 
SlCIIC laid out, as if in miuiatmc. b<:low 
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us. Ju the town-actually. no more than 
a , ,illagc-wc wuld sec the U11ion wag
on nain dr.nn1 up. J 11st on the edge of 
the houses was the u11c1 en line of tlc
ll'11se,. ,l h.,,ty imprm i.,;11ion o( ,h;11low 
trend, and whate, er had come to h.rnd 
for bre;1s1works. Now a111I then we ~aw a 
pun of hlat k po1,·der, hm there w;1s 110 
~teaily liri11g. 

"Ami 10 1hi11k that I once lectured on 
this Gtmpaii:;n before the Nashville Hi.~ 
toric;il Soliety," l'01n.'1s said. "I ,till can't 
help thinking I'm dre;1111 i11g all this." 

"When docs the auac.k comer" Payson 
asked. 

"There won·, be any this afternoon," 
Powers said. " I 11c,·cr lJ11i1c umlcrstood 
bdore 1d1y Hood 111:ltl oll lrom de
st roying the supply train at Spring Hill. 
But now I ca11 111ulers1and. It's just too 
late 10 org.11,izc anything." It was ti uc. 
The shon day w:1s alre:11ly darkening. 
C:onfcde1.11c c.walry tmits recor111oi1crccl 
tlw Federal lirll's ;111d a f('w ~kinni~he" in 
i-:1·ay exchanged shots with the drle111lers, 
hm there was 110 conn·n1r;11io11 of forte~. 
"Look there!" s;ritl Powers. pointing to 
the so111h. In the distanc~·. we co11ld M·e 
a tlark host, the main body of Hood's 
army mo, ing up. "Do you ~ct: that J.11gc 
woods there alongside the pike? That's 
\\'here Hoo<l will bi,ouac tonight .. \1111 
we must join him." 

\\'e ga,e the t0wn a wide hcnh. 
t ro,.,ed the pike :rs it was geuing tl;n k 
aml entered the woods. \Ve were j11s1 in 
1imc. Hood's a1h-anc.e units hcgau lilier
i11g imo the 11·ees shonly afterward. 

\Ve made camp in a clump of tr('CS a 
lfll.Jrter mile from the pike. pid.etcd our 
mules amt horses and made fir('s. just as 
Hood's men were doing. 111ere was unl>c
lie\'ablc confu~ion. No one paid auention 
to us. They were exha11s1«I and interest
ed only in ea1i11g and ge11ing to sleep. 
Soon, the ent ire woods was filled with 
men, as unit after uniL chose a spot and 
ma,lc a camp. 

There were small fi1·cs eve1-ywhcre 
;11111 men scrounging for lit cwood. Here 
anti there were loud greetings. Through
out the woods was a steady murmur of 
, oices. Couriers 011 horscl,ack g.11loped 
10 and fro, a~n:rtain ing where the vari
o us comma11d posts were being set up. It 
was weird. ch illing. 

Powers g.uhcn:d us closely around 
him. "There arc three major ;1c1io11s we 
ha\'e to pc1·fonn," he said. "Fi1·st, 011e of 
us 11111st g('t a U11ion uniform. ride south 
down the pike toward Columbia a rnl get 
word 10 Genu-al Sdrofidtl 1h:11 the pike 
will he clear l)y the time he ge1s here. 
This is a d;111~ero11~ mission--" 

"I'll tal..e it," said j\J ichclson. "I saw 
where the lJ11ion people at the wagons 
were byin~ out their dead. l'll get my 
unifonn there." 

Powers took I he ficltl-mcs.~ag-e kit from 
the saddlchag of the Confederate C,tp· 
tain whose tlothes he wore. He wrote 

130 out an order as if it ,,·ere hei11g origi11at-

ed by Ge11er;rl George Thomas. l0tn• 
mamlcr of the Union lore.cs at l\asl11·illc. 

You arc c:111ght hetwccn two sec
tions of Hood's army. Your situation 
is 1le~pera1c an<l re')ttires tkspcrate 
me;1smcs. J :1111 ~·11di11;: a wmpany 
of d,11·ing men 10 kill Honir s pit.l..cts 
am! dear the pike. The pl.in has a 
d1a11tc hctause of the e"ha11s1io11 of 
Hood's men. \'011 :ire to bq;in 
manhing upon rctcipt ol this order 
from Lie111e11ant. :\lit.hclson. Af1cr 
deli,·cring this message. he is to g:11-
lop b,1tk ;11ul ha,·c your supply 
w.1go11s ready 10 tlep;1rt hy the time 
you arri,c al Spring I-Jill. 

Signed: Cc11t:ral Ceurgc TI10111as 

"Thomas rnuld11't po,sil)ly have sent 
this mcs.,;,age," ~;1i,I J>owcrs ... But Scholicld 
d0t:s11'1 k110\~ that." He sc.1kd the mes.,.,ge 
and ha11dcd it to .i\lichclson. "i\J:,kc it 
stitk. (;co~(•." 

:\ly own mission was to take charge of 
the remainder of the men. form them 
11111> to1111na11do teams a11d. al1cr 1hc 
Co11kdcr:11cs ,,·en: asleep. patn>I the 
pike. We were to kill c,·cr-y pitket or 
a11yo11c dose enough 10 the pike 10 sec 
the LI 11 io11 army as it passcd. 

,\s for l'owers. he took two horses a111l 
a corporal 10 :rct·ompany him. '·forn·st's 
c:a,·alry arc stratl,lling the pike ahout 
1h1ce miles o,·cr there- north or Spri11g 
llill. Ordi11arily. it would he their joh to 
i111enlin the rn:ul. I mu going to c::m y an 
onle, from Hood saying I hat Fon(•s1 <:111 
bi,•ouac his men and that nrowu·s di,·i
sio11 will be responsible for seturi ng the 
road. 

"Liter mnight. despite all your efforts, 
someone is going to sec the Union army 
p,1s,i11g. There will be a small :1lann. 
Homl sends Ccnn:11 Johnson 10 in\'Csti
ga1e. Joh11so11's unit is ne:1res1 1he pike." 
He turut·d ,111d pointt:1I. Jt was the di, i
sion ne.rrest us. "As :r mailer of fact, you 
c:111 sec his tent Ol'cr there ahout two 
h1111dred yards. I will l>e the courie1· who 
tlelh·ers that message to Johnson. I will 
semi the man who accompanies me to 
warn you that the general is coming. 
\\'he n }'OU rt·cci1t' 1hat wonl. you a11d 
)'Our men move "I' and down 1he Union 
rol1111111 and pass the word for them to lit· 
i11 the di tch 011 the opposite side of the 
pike 1111til further 1101itc. \'on'II h:l\'e 10 
Le in Unio11 uniforms hy the n. 

" I suggest thilt now. while il's early, 
)'Ou send a dc1ail to get those unifonns. 
lie su.-c 10 p;ct 1111iforms for my man aml 
me. \Viren I return from c~orting Gen
eral .Joh11son ha( k to his l(Uaners ;1fier 
1te·s i11~pec:1ed the pike. a ll will he clear. 
\\'e 1he11 join the U nio11 army and march 
10 F1·;111kli11. A11y questions? .. 

'';\I 11sL we kill those pitkcts?" 
"J\01 only kill them hut bury them 

amt c;1111oullagc the gr:11es. I know how 
you feel, hut tell yourself these men 
h;11·c in act11al fact been deatl eighty 
ye;rrs." 

Powt·t s chose his man anti fadctl into 
the ,l.u-kne~. 

I dil'itlcd the men i1110 teams of 
th1·et·s. \\'c impro, ised ~arrotcs from 1e11t 
rnp<.·~. I showed 1ho~e who weren't famil
iar with tltis m~·thod of mun lcr ho,,· it 
was pcrlormed. 1 here was a garrote man 
in ead1 threc,-ome. OrKe he lta,1 the ropt· 
aro1111d the , iuim's nCLI... the other two 
were to hold the ,·ictim down so that 
,trug~lc ,n111ld ht· ,ti a mi11i11111m. 

Payson tool.. anmhe1· commando team 
to get the unilonn~. They had 1.>lacke11c,I 
their btcs ;111d ~tri pptll down to j11\t a 
kw rsscmi;,1 piec.l's of dark dothc,. 
They ha(I 10 enter the Union lines. a 
problem made less tlilfiurlt by the fatl 
that we'd had a c.hancc to st mly the de
fenSt·s I hro11gh our lidd gla!>.<;es c:rrlil·r in 
the day. Then they had to 11ml the wag-
011s t,m}ing 1111ilon11 supplies. It seemnl 
to me that this might l,c a place where 
the whok ,thcmc would go wrong. l,111 
that was not to he. Payson left in the 
dark: by ,he time he t,tme back thll'e 
was sti ll no 1110011. hut a ha,y mist 0£ 

~1;1.-light g:11c the la11<lsc1pe •,omc d,il>ili 
,y. I le reported 1hc joh done with hardly 
:i. hi11h- 011ly o ue U11io11 sentry h,1<1 to 
be dispo~d of. l'\ow. by the d111l gleam 
of the <.ampftre cmhcrs. the ti5tith un
dres~d. bcG1111c transfonncd from a 
r:,AAed gr.iy unit 10 a wrinkled but folly 
wrapped hluc one. 

Hy '.!'.!UU hmffs. the pickets had been 
cle;ired alo11g the road- there had. 
thank Cod, been only a few men 10 get 
out of the way. The other c.unpft1·es h;1<I 
died down to t.o:rls. It was ,·cry quiet. 
but the forest seemed to breathe with 
the hcal'y slumher of the exhausted 
anny. \\'hen :\lichdson came b.ick, he 
was walking his horse not on the hard
Stll'fat"cd pike but on the grassy Ycrgc. 
Nl·, enhclcs.s. I c:ould ft('ar him some 
minutes hcfore he ;u-ri,·ed. He reported 
i11 a whispcr that all was well. 

Then c:amc the ~ight 1hat history has 
ne\'er ell.plaiued. They wne coming
an cmlles.s li11e or m:ird1i11g- men. eight 
or ten in a rank. col'cl'ing the width of 
the pike. They were m0l'ing as carefully 
as they touhl. b111 no army is so1111dlcss. 
The he.rd of the roh111111 Gnnc past my 
post. with just a11 mLasional din!.. o f Glll· 

1ec11 or muffled datter of equipmen t. 
Half an hour l\'l'lll hy. \\'c waite1I ICIISC
ly for the incide nt. Then it. came. 

1\ sleepy Johrmy Reh tame out of the 
woods 10 urinait.·. I-le did not sec the 
m:i,scs of hluc on the pike hut. smlden
lv. thc,·c was the clank of some piece of 
c.'1p1ipme111 a11<I he tunicd ,l.1Lc,lly and 
sii.:-htcd the g-hoM army . . \ l y men were 
s1 r1111g 0111 alo11g the line of march and I 
s;1w two of them rhe to t.111 h him, b11t 
he rccO\ered his senses and was gone 
had, into the woods. 

Hut my men had been briefed and 
they were ready. They ro~ up in their 
gro11ps of thrl'C and passed along this 
whole scttor of the line, giving the 
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officers the warning. J\ liraculously, there 
was little co11fusio11. The column moved 
off the pike to the meadows and the for 
side ;ual sank 01110 the ground. Sud,len
ly. the route that ha,I been choked with 
a mighty army looked empty in the faint, 
dim light. 

That was the way it was when the 
Co11fcder.ite General Johnson----cur.;ing 
a11d grumbling at the fool who was 
seeing ghosts in the night-rode out o r 
the woods to take a look. Riding with 
him were two aides--and e,·en at this 
distance, l was sure I could rl'n:r,4ni1c 
which was Powers. They stopped some 
h1111drccl y.inls from the road. the gc11cr
al's ,•oice going oil in a111:,rry to nes for a 
miuute or two after he had discerned no 
sight or the enemy. With Powers scemi11g 
to urge him, the horses wheeled and the 
party rode back to the e ncampment. 

W hen General J oh11so11 by down 
again to sleep, Hood 's last cha11ce had 
g-onc. He was doomed. In the morning, 
he would awake and disco,·cr his error. 
Hood is a fine leader, but he is also a 
man with a high temper. Tomorrow, that 
temper would make him bli11d ;111d deaf. 

December 24, 1864. Nnshville, Ten
nesJee. J\lajor Bateson Powers writing. 

\,\lith hea\'y heart on this forlorn Christ
mas E\'e. I take up the chronicle where 
Joh11 left off. Co lo11el Gilbert is dead. 
Bm I must keep faith with him and 
lin ish the record, because it was the one 
thing he cared about. 

On the southe rn outskirts o f the liule 
town of Franklin, 1hcre arc 1wo houses: 
the Carter house and lhc Cin house . .Just 
10 the cast of them is the Harpeth riYer 
aml just l.>e1wc.-c11 them is a 11arrow, 
U-sh.ipcd pocket where the L1.'wishurg 
Pike clips into the iown proper. It was 
011 this narrow frout, 011 the morning of 
November 30, that the G5Gth set up 
its sandbagged emplaceme nts and its 
shmutlcd machine guns. \ Ve we1·e some
what isolated from the Ohio regiment oil 
our righ1 and the i\ li1111eso1a regiment on 
our le ft. John decided that we'd forgo 
the use of bawokas or mortars-the 
expenditure o[ ammunition in our ma
neuvers had left us a few rounds only. 111-
stead, we had a front liue of auwma1ic 
weapons. Uehind thal, in support, 1here 
was a shallow tre nch where our few 
riflemen and men armed with i\1-3 sub
machine guus waited in support. Colonel 
Gilhert commamlc(I the front line: J\ Ii
chelson, the suppol'l trench; and Captain 
Payson. with his Southerner noncombat-

"Tlwl sdtll·s ii. Irma. No more Li111esavi11g 
ho11se!told aJ1/J/ia11ces for you!" 

ants as stretcher-heare rs, set up his ai<l 
station in the cellar of the Caner house. 

Before the ballle, .Jollll gathered us 
and made a little speech. It was short ;11111 
simple, mainly a matter of thanks aml 
goodbyes. At the end. he said th.it he 
was lea\'ing a record of our experiences 
th;11 he hoped would come to light in 
the 20th Cen111ry and be pubfohed 
and read by nwny Americans. He said 
that 1he Civil War had become a part of 
romantic literatnre- aml that our true 
stor\' would serve to remind Southerners 
:11111· Northerners alike how tragic and 
bloody it is when one half of a nation 
quarrels ,,·ith 1he other h,1H. 

Then he ordered me not to take part 
in the haulc. My assignment would he to 
gathe r a ll 1hc modern weapons and de
stroy them when the battle was oYer. 
Nol a trace was to he lch. 

I ohscned that baulc, and e\'ery de
tail is burned into my memory, but I do 
not ha,·c the heart to describe it at any 
length. There was the initial Confeder
ate succ:css-routing two brigades of 
Federal trnops that had been too slow to 
take shelter in the defenses-and the sei
zure of some trenches held hy a raw reg
iment from Ohio. Hut success cndc,I 
there. The auion began around 1600 
ho urs and all 1he rest o f that short after
noon, Hood !lung his lines of gray infan
try against a storm of steel. The Federal 
ba11cries across the ri,·e r ripped the 
Southern ranks. They wavered. mended 
thcmseh-es ag.iin and swept down 
against us. The machine guns heaped 
them in the meadows in front o[ our 
posi t ion. J coutlletl 13 separate ass.111lts. 

Rut their fire, though not ne;1rly as 
m assed as tha t of the 656th, cut down 
o ur own men slowly but surely. \Vhen 
one of the charges threatened to o,·er
whelm our fron t line. the men with 
suhmachinc guns would stand up and 
break it. l11e,·i1:il,ly, we lost a few men 
each time. At the end , i\I ichelson and 
Colonel Cilhert 1hcmselves were m;111-
11ing guns. £\·en Payson and the medics 
had been c:111 down. 

Now dusl.. ramc. i\ly last sight of Gil
hen and :\I irhebon came in the dark, as 
they were illumi11atcd hy a flash now 
and then. They were ou t. or ammunition 
alHI they were pi tching the l:tst re
m~1i11i11g hand grenades at "·hat was to 
be the last charge of the baulc. They 
must ha\'c been killed at very 11carly the 
same time. 

In the smoky dusk, I made my way 
o,•cr the hodics of the 656th. collecting 
all of the weapons. \ Ve had with us a 
crate ol the composition C-3. a puttylike 
explosive for tlcmolition. This I had 
molded arnund our weapons hdore I 
dropped 1hem into the well of the Gin 
house. Then I 111m·ou111l a lo ng spool of 
primc1· ("onl and st nmg it down the hi ll. 
The explosio11 of the Gin-house well was 



the last so11ml of the hatt le of Fr,111kli11. 
f c.olh:ctcd a few pieces of me t:il a fter 

the C"-plosio11 ;111d then I h<.·g-an to 
11 udgc. Thal night. I s lept under the 
l""d1 ul my gn.:;1t-i;-1.1111lf;11hn·~ luJ11S<:. 
the house where I had o f1e11 staved as a 
hoy. La1cr tha t 11ig-hl. I heanl •·he men 
l.1~ iug 0111 t he ho dies of fi,·c Co11fedcrate 
gl'11c1.d~ 011 thi: porch ,1lio,·c m y head. 

\h great-gTamlmother must ha 1·c ha,! 
;tt101hcr queer expc riemc t he 11cxt 111or11-
i11g- 1111lcss she was hcyo11d shod. hy 
1hi~ 1imc. She heard a no ise in 1he earlv 
1110111i11g- atu l she arose. taking the 0 1:1 
hol'>c piswl from the lin:plau: as she 
\\CIH. \\"hc11 she looked 0111 of her win
do,,·. ,he ~;I\,· a stra11ge \';111kec olli(er, 
c ;q, oil. head ho"·c1l. staring at the l11·e 
d,-.11! men. Staring pan i1.11!arly a t the 
f.u ,· o f her ow11 h11sl,;111d. Allll. strangest 
ol .ill. there were 1cars n11111 i11~ dow11 t he 
d1l'd,\ o f that Ya11kec olli,er. I like to 
1hi11I.. that she may h;11e 1101i,·ed 111y fan1-
il) 1e,e111hla11<.'C' hdore 1 111rncd a\\·ay. 

1/111< /i J. JS1,5. I !tan : d ug a ~hallo,,· 
'111.111,·r ba,e111c 111 a 11d la id the fou11cb
tio11 with my o\\·11 h;111ds, ;111d I ,hall plll 
du1rn the lloor without aid . .-\ tarpe 111er 
;uid hi~ hc-lper wi ll he here ne:-..t wn:k to 

h11ild the frame. I haw sdened this site 
"i1h l;ue- it is 11ear l\.1sh1·illt• a 11d yt·t 
11ot 100 11ca1 !,t) th;JI I am hothered h y 
1.w iom pa~,-crs-hy. .\ I y hope is t hat the 
lrnildiug wi ll he raz1:d a nd th is journal 
di"mc11:d i11 time !or t he li51ith"s 11cxt of 
l..i11 to h:ant the fate of thei r men. As 
doscly as I G Iii calcul.itt·, the suhurhs o( 
:\;,,111 illc shou ld re.1th this area !)(11llc-

1i111e 111 the 1!1511.s or 1 'ICiO,. 
I ha 1·c two ~ma II. stout clu:-.1s. I II to 

011c I ~hall put the p:1pers-1his 11otc-
1,.,,ol.. plus copic:s of those orders I ha\'C 
hu:11 ahlc 10 sa1·e. T her<: i, ;1 '-"l'Y of the 
b l!>e 111t·h~agc I sc:lll to Ge11er;d Scholidd 
. 111d ,1 topy o f the one I delin:n:d to 
Fo1 l'l.'>t. I II the o thn d1t·,1 go t hose 
tlnmks of modt:rn mewl-the o n ly rc
rn,,im o l the ti5Gd1's \\'l',tl"rn, 1h:n 1,-cre 
1101 b111·ied in the ,,.ell. I put them there 
;" .111 additiona l p rnof. .\l ay God prott:Ct 
1hne p:1p<:rs from rot and m ildew. Tht·y 
.m.: the o nly 1;1an: marl..e1· for a group of 
b1.11e 1m.:11 who died i11 011e of the 
,11.111;.\thl imp,,,,ihilities ol hislllry. 

,\ ~rcat wci~ht ha., f.tlkn OIL 111c 110w. 
.\II during· the auio11. I 101dd he sume
wh;u objt·ui,·e. I could rt·mernht:r the 
dt·Ot·e o l hi,tory 0 11 the Conl'cderaty a 111l 
I <•,uld rcmt·111hcr th ,11 I was :11 1 o lhcer 
ol the Anny ol the: U nitnl Stales. 111 
1ctro~pc11, i t is d ilfcri:111. I ha,·e ~-cu the 
L111l..s of 111y 0\\'11 )Jl'Oplc IOl'II ap;Jrt U)' 
111;1d1inc g11 11s. J hall' scc:11 1he dead la1c 
ol my ~rc:11-g1~1mltat!ll'r. \\"ht·n the ware
house is finished. I shall k ill mysdf. But 
11011· I k11·c to work 011 t ht' lloor. 

I. I low;m) Jamison, fi n i,hed readin:.; 
cite chrouidc a11<l ,lowly returned to cite 
prt-scnL in a state of d.ucd bel ief. .\ s a 

'·Son. why don't you !iring some of the New Left 
lto111e fo r Cuhe5 a111l cool.ies!" 

h i,tori:m. I !ind i1 p eculi.irly d is1rc-,i11g
l0 lw a h,olu1cly tonvinct'cl of the 1ru1h 
of some1hi11g- 1ha1 is dc.:a rly impo-.sihlc. 

\1e1·cnhcle". H a1i-011 a 11d I set ahout 
LO ,-cc what ,·eri li1..11io11 we could g-ct hy 
nu ·a 11s of tht' m;t1 t·ri;1ls. I II hrid. the re
su lts were: An:ilpis of the chronicle 
mllchook papt.·r , hmn·d th,11 (a, I harl 
Sll>( ll.'Clt·d) it co111ai11ed :,11 ;1d d hkach
i11:;· ag-t·nt 1ha1 was 1101 in use u 111il the 
2<hh Century. Tt·sti11g ,hm,·ed th:it the 
mt·"ages ll"l'l"l' wriue11- a bo in the h;111d
w1 i1i11g o f Batc,011 l'ower,--011 pap er 
1hat must h;1\'C hce11 m:inufac1 11red in 
1he IStitk The fu,ed cl11111b of mct:tl 
from the 1rc:1pons co111aint:d 111olyhtlc-
11t1111-which was 11ol t1;t"d in s1ed alloys 
11111 i i the l!lll(>s. 

\ Vhe 11 the rt-suits were in a l la,t. I 
cou)cl sec only m1c th ing- to do-1h:11 
was to , mokc 0111 I he Pe11t.1~011. l-fav i11g
scr l'cd in two wars. I knnw the milit:irv 
hure:111<..-ati<- m i11d a nd I k 11c,w 1h;n c1;'. 
rt'Ct rne1hml, wo u ld 1,ring me up ;1g:1inst 
a wme wall of ',('<Tct y. Fon11 11:ite ly. I 
am a rad 11.'r \\'dl-k11ow11 profcs.,or a l :i 
great u11i,·ersi1y. au 11t.G1,io11;1 I g-11c,t at 
~01111: fairl y top-k,·cl \ V;1shi11~·1011 p;1ni1·s 
aml {whe n 11e,c-,s;1ry) a 111:111 with a 
modi< um o f low c111111i11~. 

All 1hrce stn0<l me in g-uocl s1e;1d . 
<allt'd C lair,· H 11d,011: a week L11t·r. a t 
the d i1111er table of her l'oxh;,ll Ro:id 
house, I was telling my , 101·y 10 a ll au
die11(e that w uhl o nly be dcStrihed as 
" i11fluc111i;1I'" \\"ashi11~10 11. Tht' l 'osl :111,I 
lit(' .\/ar were 110 1 there. b111 I wa~ wil!
i11g- to hct that their rnl1111111i,1s would 
k11·e the st0ry wi1hi11 a few hours. )11 

f.ic1. I <.ould ,t-c from the !:tees arou11d 
111t· that m y tak• 11':tS g-oiug 10 Ix: some
I hi11g of ;1 ,c11-,.11io11. 

\\"hl'n 1he 1dcpho11c c:11! came th,· 
11t·xt :,r1crnoo11. it wa~11·1. hown·er, <Jui tc 
wh;11 I cxpc·ctcd . It was 110L from the 
l'c111:1go11: the ,oict• idc:111ilied 1ht" c d lcr 
as Patrick Toll i1·er-who simply i11vi1c<l 
me, i11 the politest way po-,;,ible, to tall 
011 him at his \\'hitt· H11u!>C ollict·. T ol! i 
, ·er is, ol course. the ra11ki11g Pi·cside11-
1ia l a ide. 1he Sherman Adams of this 
Admi11is11a1irn1 . 

I le w;,s very plt-a-.;1111 i11 our li r~t in
tc.n·icw. I k s;1id 1h:11 he"1l h ;,d repons of 
a rathn i11credihle , iory I w;,s ,uppo.cd 
Lo he 1ell i11g- around row11. H e.· said th.11 
I"d 111ulo 11htc-d ly lx.'<.·11 111 ist111o tt.•d :11111 
th.it ht·'d s imply w,111 tcd to ht' ;tr the 
1n11h a hout i t fro111 me. He s:1id that. 
tplitc apar1 from h is o\\'11 pc.•1~11a l i111er
C."'I i11 his1ory. tht.Tl' was ;1 111;1t1l'r or 
some.' i11sinuat io11 a hm11 the 1'1:11 tago11's 
s11pprt•ssi11g- the news o f a m ili1:1ry dis:1s-
1er o r \\"urld \ Var Two. \ \'h:11. exactlv, 
had m y rem:irk, bc.t:11? ' 

" I was ll'lliug 1hr ~wry of the fi5tith 
R t'g im1:111al Co111hat T eam . whi1 h d isap
)>l':t rc.'t l i11 iL, 1·11tirc1y 011 l\01·t·111her 2-1. 
l !l·l·I. while o n m;111eu,·t.'rs i11 Te1111e,scc. 
J u, t rcce111ly. 1 here ha\'e hee11 d isn>1·
ercd somt: dc.K11111e111s L11at disdose I he 
fa1c of chose 111c11. I h:11e pho1os1a1s of 
the p :,pcrs here for your cxami11a1io 11. 
\'011 wi ll :dso li11d n '(>Orls 011 certain test 
rt.·,uhs." 

T h:11 w:,s the cud or 0 111' first talk. 
Tll'o d ays la ter. I w:1, calln l l,ack. This 
1in1e. Tollin-r bega n by s:1yi11g, '"\\'ha t 133 
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