


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ballantine
Books

RECENTLY we had occasion to read a manuscript which attempted to present a
critique of science fiction designed to draw non sf. readers into the fold. The
general theme was that s.f. could now afford to stand up on its own indeterminate
number of literary feet ‘and need no longer be regarded as a pulp rel-
ative of “straight” writing.

QUITE aside from the marvellous pomposity of this approach (neatly calculated
to keep people away from sf. In droves) the fact is that if any normal reader
were to go through all the stralght fiction published In any given month, he'd find
70% of it appalling — not even skillful pulp like Harold Robbins, for Instance,
or true confessions — & la John Updike. There Is an awful lot of rubbish pub-
lished. But the s.f. field excludes rubbish and keeps the bad stuff down to a
minimum. Because only sf. readers are fanatical enough to want to read all .fhe
s.f. published. Only s.f. readers are discerning enough not only to read everything,
but to come back at authors with criticism, praise, brickbats, encouragement —
in short, participation. Only s.f. readers have conventions every year, write each
other thousands of opinionated words via hundreds of fanzines, give awards, ex-
change scandal, get drunk with their favorite authors and, as a group, bring real
meaning to the role of readership.

SO there’s the way to do it. Challenge the new recruit. Enquire if they have
read Tolkien (never mind that he's not s.f.: Tolkien is a magic word, a touchstone;
just about anybody knows he wrote a book. And first we have to establish that
the prospect is literate). If they have not read Tolkien, suggest they try. If they
have read Tolkien, chances are they’re wondering. But take the steps from fantasy
to sf. by easy stages, like from Tolkien to McCaffrey to a couple of classics
(CHILDHOOD’S END and SPACE MERCHANTS), then one or two pungent Tenn
collections perhaps, and on to Leiber and Larry Niven. You're into the hardcore stuff
now, and they should be hooked. Turn them loose on A VOYAGE TO ARCTURUS
and see what happens. Or Asimov, Heinlein, Vance, del Rey, Spinrad, a whole -
bouncing world of riches.

THIS started out to be a coupon ad, but I see we've run out of space. Oh well,
next month. Meantime, send for our catalog. And go buy Mervyn Peake's
GORMENGHAST TRILOGY, Or send us $3.00. And let us know what you think of
it, Tell everybody.

BALLANTINE BOOKS

101 5th Avenue
New York, New York 10003




THANK YOU...

We're grateful to all the science-fiction fans

who gave our publications a clean sweep of

cvery professional Hugo Award at the 1967

World Science Fiction Convention. And

we're proud that you've selected us for the

Best Magazine Award for the past two con-

secutive years. We're even more grateful to the many loyal
readers who have made it possible for both
GALAXY and IF to appear monthly from now
on. That means we can bring you twice as
many of the best stories being written by the
best science-fiction writers of all time.

.AND COME AGAIN

To earn your continued support, we're de-

termined to make GALAXY and IF even

better in the future. You'll regret missing a single issue. So to
be sure instead of sorry, why not fill in the
coupon—or write the information on a sheet
of plain paper—and send it in today? You'll
save money, too!
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GALAXY PUBLISHING CORPORATION
421 Hudson Street
New York, New York 10014

Hurry and enter my subscription to GALAXY and WORLDS OF IF at your special combination
rate. | enclose my check or money order for:

[ 12 issues of each for $11.50  [] 24 issues of each for $22.50 [0 36 issues of each for $31.50

Prices outside the Western Hemisphere add $1.00 per 12 issues for postage
Please check whether [] new or [J renewal



GALAXY PUBLISHING CORPORATION
WELCOMES A NEW EDITION...

! WORLDS OF FANTASY

L Its nameis ...

L. SPRAGUE DeCAMP
ROBERT E. HOWARD

Arrival Date ...September, . 1968.

Sex .. Normal

Condition ... All New.Stories!.. .

Editor .L”.ester del Rey

Residence Newsstand Only!

FATHER AND CHILD ARE DOING WELL | THIS 1S NUMBER ONE,
AND THE FUN HAS JUST BEGUN ...

... to the family of the leading Science-Fiction
and Fantasy Magazines.
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